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CAN YOU BELIEVE our Com-
munity Park is 35 years old? In 

1990, East Brandywine Township 
purchased 30 acres of farmland on 
Dilworth Road from farm own-
ers Lucile and Ellis Brown. With 
$5,000 of support from EBYA, 
Parks and Recreation hired a 
bulldozer and the East Brandywine 
Community Park was born. 

The Park, a vision of then-supervisors David Summers, Alan McCausland, 
and John Cropper, celebrated with a groundbreaking ceremony on an August 
evening. The driveway was cut in, and the first soccer field was constructed. 
Named the East Brandywine Community Park, thanks to many volunteer hours, 
development continued in Phase I (10 acres north of the farm driveway). We 
leveled and seeded, planted trees, and made our first garden. This flower bed 
is located behind the Alison Pavilion with a post listing some of the many who 
donated to our Park. 

The Thank You Bed was created as a tribute to all the many individuals and 
businesses that supported our building efforts, and soon after, we were able to 
plant our first tree that still stands tall today. Having no public works depart-
ment, a neighbor across the street came over and mowed our first lawn. Chil-
dren from Brandywine Wallace helped design our Community Park logo.	

As Phase I was completed, we moved onto 
Phase II (20 acres on the south side of the farm 
driveway). Professional grading was supple-
mented with volunteer help to spread topsoil 
and seed the soccer fields. Volunteers planted 
trees, put in benches, gardens, and the chil-
dren’s playground. They built the gazebo. 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 3]

UNITED WE PLAY 2026 

THE FUTURE SITE BANNER IS UP

Our All-Abilities Playground will 
be completely on a poured safety 
surface and will include a Wobble 
Pod, a Zipkrooz Launch Hero, and, 
back by popular demand, the 
Roller Slide.

We are currently at 40% towards 
our goal. We have applied for a 
number of grants to support this 
project, but your financial help is 
needed. Use the QR code below, 
go to WWW. EBRANDYWINE.

ORG/318/ALL-ABILITIES-PLAY-

GROUND-PROJECT, or mail a check 
to East Brandywine Foundation, 
memo: Playground. 
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Directory
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carl K. Croft 

Vice Chairman . . . . . . . . . .           Francis X. Taraschi

Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Kyle P. Scribner

TOWNSHIP PUBLIC MEETINGS 
(Held at Township Building)

Board of Supervisors . . . . .      3rd THU, 6:30 PM
			   and 1ST THU, 9:00 AM

Bondsville Mill Comm . . . .     4th THU, 8:00 AM

Budget Committee . . . . . .  2nd THU, 9:00 AM

Historical Commission . . .   2nd WED, 7:00 PM

Municipal Authority . . . . .       2nd TUE, 8:00 AM

Open Space Committee . . .    1st THU, 7:30 PM

Ordinance Task Force  . . .    4th WED, 7:00 PM

Park and Rec Board . . . . . .       1st MON, 7:00 PM

Planning Commission . . . .     1st WED, 7:00 PM

Trails Committee . . . . . . . . .         2nd TUE, 7:00 PM

Zoning Hearing Board . . . .     2nd TUE, 7:30 PM
			   (as needed)

FIRE/AMBULANCE/POLICE

Fire, Ambulance, Police (emergency) . . . .     911 

Police (non-emerg)  . . . . . . . .          (610) 383-7000 

Police Admin . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                (610) 269-4300 

Police Website . . . . . . . . . . . .              www.ebtpd.org

RECREATION

EBYA   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       www.ebya.org 

DARC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       www.darc.info

Park & Rec . .    parkandrec@ebrandywine.org

TOWNSHIP STAFF DIRECTORY
(610) 269-8230 | M–F | 9 am-noon & 1-5 pm

x100	 Police Administration

x201	 Emily Albert, Township Treasurer

x202	 Norann King, Building Department

x203	 Luke Reven, Township Manager

x204 	Matthew VanLew, Roadmaster

x209 	Gabby Brown, Municipal Auth. Admin.

x210	 Dennis Mulhern, Tax Collector

x218	 Lisa Taraschi, Township Secretary

x299	 Alexis Bocelli, Township Receptionist

TAX INFORMATION

County Taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                (610) 344-6361 

Tax Claim Office  . . . . . . . . . . .             (610) 344-6360 

Assessment Office . . . . . . . . . .           (610) 344-6105 

EIT and LST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  (610) 269-4402 

School Taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1 (866) 300-1714

Chief’s Corner 
Electric Bike and Scooter Restrictions

RECENT REPORTS AND questions have prompted the need to clarify the 
legal use of electric scooters and electric bicycles in our Township. Please 

contact the Police Department at (610) 269-4300 with any questions.

Under Pennsylvania law, electric scooters are classified as motor vehicles and 
must meet requirements for registration, insurance, and safety equipment. Most 
do not qualify and are therefore illegal to operate on public roads or sidewalks. 
They may only be used on private property with the landowner’s permission.

Electric bicycles (E-bikes) may be used on public roads and bike lanes, but not 
on township trails, which prohibit motorized vehicles. They are legal if they:
•	 Weigh under 100 lbs.
•	 Have operable pedals
•	 Use a motor under 750 watts
•	 Do not exceed 20 mph on motor power alone
•	 The operator is 16 years of age or older

Electric Scooters and Motorized Pedalcycles 
are prohibited on township-owned property, 
including parks and trails. 
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Fall Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 5, Noon to 3pm

PARKS AND RECREATION is excited to present our biggest community 
event of the year, the Fall Harvest Festival. All will enjoy games, rides, 

pumpkin activities, music, food, clowns, trunk or treat, and lots of fun. Play 
miniature golf, ride the trackless train, pick a pumpkin, and enjoy decorating it. 
Get lots of treats from our trunk or treat participants or a balloon animal from 
the Shriner Clowns. New this year will be Pony Rides, a new inflatable challenge 
called Jacob’s Ladder, and live music provided by the group Manny Trio. Visit 
the soft and cuddly animals at the petting zoo, get your face painted, and enjoy 
a slice of pizza or a steak sandwich from Sabatino’s Grill. Grab a sweet treat or 
special coffee from Four Hearts Cafe. Enjoy a day of entertainment for all ages!

Phase III, an additional 30+ acres 
on the north side of the Park, was 
purchased by the Township from the 
Brown Family, making the Park 60+ 
acres. When completed, our Com-
munity Park consisted of 10 playing 
fields, 2 tennis/pickleball courts, 
4 pavilions, 2 playgrounds, a main-
tenance building, two restrooms, a 
gazebo, winding walking trails, gar-
dens, benches, and beautiful trees.

Over the years, changes have been 
made. Where there once were two 
sand volleyball courts, we now have 
additional parking. Recently, a new 
comfort station has been built, a 
new tot lot added, an additional 
well, more benches and trees, and 
new picnic tables. And in 2026, as 
America celebrates 250 years, we 
are excited to install the “United We 
Play” All-Abilities Playground.

What has not changed in the 35 
years is the enjoyment that our 
community receives from the Park. 
We continue to benefit from Eagle 
and Gold Scout projects, volunteers 
who help keep our gardens beautiful, 
and donations of trees and benches. 
Whether walking on the trails, enjoy-
ing a gathering in a pavilion, at-
tending a movie or concert, playing 
soccer, baseball, softball, or tennis—
there is something for everyone at 
the Community Park. 

The vision that began 35 years ago 
will keep on developing and expand-
ing as we continue the mission of 
providing a Community Park  
for everyone. 

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1]

East Brandywine 
Community Park

Tree Lighting Ceremony  
Saturday, November 29, 3pm to 5pm

OUR 2025 SEASON of events will 
conclude with the decorating and 

lighting of our Christmas Tree on Satur-
day, Nov. 29, with lights on at 4:30 pm. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will arrive at 3:30 
thanks to the East Brandywine Fire Com-
pany. Share your wishes with Santa, make 
ornaments, and then help us decorate 
our tree with your handmade ornament. 
Enjoy free snacks and hot chocolate, and 
most importantly, bring a donation of a 
non-perishable item for the Lord’s Pantry 
or a new, unwrapped toy for Toys for 
Tots. With your donation, we can help all 
enjoy a special Holiday Season.
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Remembering Carol Sinex Schmidt

THE EAST BRANDYWINE 
Township Board of Supervisors, 

Historical Commission, and Staff are 
deeply saddened to share the news 
of the passing of Carol Sinex Schmidt 
on June 26, 2025.

Born on August 12, 1947, in Darby 
Hospital, Carol lived in Downing-
town/East Brandywine Township  
for most of her life. She graduated 
from Downingtown High School in 
1965 and then from Immaculata Col-
lege with a degree in Business at the 
age of 60.

Carol was co-owner of Trade Talk 
newspaper and Hope Ambulance 
in Guthriesville. She worked as an 
administrative assistant at both Bryn 
Mawr Presbyterian Church and Main 
Line Unitarian Church, served as 
president of Business & Professional 
Women for many years, and was on 
the Board of Directors for Steeple 
to People Ministries for over 30 
years. Yet for all her service, when 
you spoke with Carol, you immedi-
ately understood her family was her 
priority, and how all whom she met 
became her friend. She had a lively 
personality and a huge heart. 

A passionate steward of our local 
history, Carol was proud to share 
that her family owned the Lyndell 
Country Store and Frank's Folly 
campground, both in EBT, and that 
she was one of the first women fire-
fighters in Chester County at the EB 
Fire Company. She was enormously 
proud of being a Sinex and being 
related to Lt. Col. Joseph Sinex, who 

played a key role in the Battle of Get-
tysburg, commanding the regiment 
that crucially held the position of 
Little Round Top against Confeder-
ate attacks. 

Carol had deep roots in the histori-
cal community of the Township. She 
was a member of the EBT Historical 
Society in the 1980s, then joined the 
Historical Commission (HC) in 2012. 
When the HC decided to provide 
programs about our local history to 
the Township’s residents, Carol took 
the lead. The HC Speakers Series 
became her program, which she 
continued to manage after leaving 
the HC at the end of 2016 until her 
passing. This program has run for 
over 10 years, with six programs per 
year. As part of the public outreach 
that started with this program, she 
created the Historical Commission 
newsletter and was the driving force 
behind the Oral History Project.

John Black, Chairman of the HC, 
remembers, “Carol was a wonderful 
person. She loved people and local 
history. She volunteered hours of 
time arranging interesting speakers 
for the Speakers Series for us all to 
enjoy. She was a pleasure to know 
and will be greatly missed.” 

HC Vice-Chair Jim Buczala shares,  
“It has been a great pleasure to 
develop a friendship with Carol over 
the past 13 years (through the HC 
and a personal friendship outside of 
it). My lasting memories of her will 
be her love of family (she spoke of 
them in always loving terms), her 
value for the importance of history 
and instilling that value in others, 
her positive, forward-looking mind-
set, taking things as they came and 
making the best of a situation, and 
her genuine desire to connect with 
people. She was someone you could 
count on to follow through with  
her commitments.”

Carol preserved the stories of our 
past and brought our community 
together in meaningful conversation. 
She was so fervent in her love of 
history and dedication to her com-
mitments that, up until the time her 
illness prevented her from getting 
out of bed, she was sending histori-
cal newsletters to our residents.  
Her interviews with residents and 
videos of past speakers can be found 
on the Township webpage. We will 
be forever grateful for Carol’s con-
tributions to EBT and for having her 
as part of our community. She will be 
greatly missed.
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Bondsville Mill Park   
It Takes a Village

SCOUTS
Several Girl and Boy Scout troops 
and packs have assisted in com-
munity service events. Sarah Mavin 
Anderson, Scout leader, shares, “We 
have planted many native plants, 
moved rocks, helped with the am-
phitheater, and mulched. Girl Scout 
troops supported a geocache project 
in 2024 where many families discov-
ered hidden treasures. The scouts 
enjoy coming to the park to assist 
and to explore, play in the water, 
and geocache. BMP is truly a special 
place for all.”

AXA-XL, A GLOBAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
BASED IN EXTON
For the last three years, a team of 
about 20 employees of AXA-XL has 
devoted their Global Day of Giving to 
BMP. Company organizer, Scott Britt, 
says, “This is a park our employees 
enjoy visiting. We volunteer each year 
to do whatever needs to be done—
planting, weeding, brush cutting, 
and trail maintenance. We have also 
helped pay for plants through grants. 
This makes our employees feel good 
that they are supporting the commu-
nity and environmental efforts.”

BRANDYWINE VALLEY SKI 
ASSOCIATION
Each January, members of the ski 
and outdoor activities club, BVSA, 
take their first hike of the year at 
BMP. Activity Organizer Karen Rob-
inson shares, “We come to the park 
while the ornaments are still hanging 
on the trees. It makes for a magical 
winter walk. So, we enjoy giving back 
to the park in the spring when we 
have our annual volunteer day.” This 
year the group helped to clear leaves 
from the amphitheater and planted a 
new holly tree in that area.

BONDSVILLE MILL PARK was 
created by East Brandywine 

Township, and its development was 
led by a group of dedicated volun-
teers who had a vision to preserve  

Photo: Sarah Mavin Anderson
Photo: Dan Tieri

Photo: Sandy Moser

a historic textile mill. Not only has 
this group restored some of the 
buildings over the past 20 years, 
but they have also revitalized and 
developed the property into a beau-

tiful park. Here one can learn about 
the historic significance of the mill 
and enjoy walking trails, visiting the 
native plant gardens, bird watching, 
and more!   

Beyond the core group of volunteers directly associated with the Park, 
other organizations and groups periodically provide much-needed 
support: high school students completing their service projects, those 
working toward their Eagle Scout rank, corporate groups, and others 
helping to clean, enhance, and add to the park. A few of these groups:

To learn how your organization can volunteer, visit: WWW.BONDSVILLEMILLPARK.ORG/VOLUNTEER.HTML.
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Historical Commission Fall Speakers Series   
Programs Held at East Brandywine Township Building

THE VARIETY OF bridge designs 
over the history of Chester 

County is remarkable! Eventually, 
time wears on them, and their re-
habilitation is necessary for them to 
continue to meet the requirements 
of the loads they need to carry. But 
does that mean they should all 
be replaced with basic plain-Jane 
bridges? Beyond the often-pleasing 
aesthetic designs and their associa-
tion with the setting they're located 
in, it's important to consider their 
character-defining features while 
also providing a bridge that meets 
the needs of our infrastructure.  

PRESENTER
Michael J. Cuddy, PE, Sr. VP with 
GFT, coordinates his firm's transpor-
tation work throughout Pennsylva-
nia. Mike is responsible for many of 
its major bridge design, rehabilita-
tion, and inspection programs, and 
has been the project manager on 

Symbols, Marks, and Signs Hidden in Open View— 
A Close Look at Barn Walls and Other Material Surfaces
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 3PM

MOST AREAS OF material culture, such as the pre-1900 physical objects 
created in Pennsylvania, had been studied and written about by the 

middle third of the 20th century. However, one unexplored area concerns the 
markings and symbols used by early settlers and homesteaders in countless 
areas that were believed to promote good luck and ward away evil forces.

PRESENTER: 
Greg Huber is a barn and house historian, an independent scholar, consultant, 
and principal owner of Past Perspectives and Eastern Barn Consultants—both 
historic and cultural resource companies based in Macungie, Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania. Since 1974, Huber has specialized in pre-Civil War era house and 
barn architecture of Holland, Dutch, and Pennsylvania Swiss-German areas. 
He has documented more than 8,000 vernacular buildings, which include more 
than 5,000 homestead barns. 

He has authored more than 340 articles on barn and house architecture and 
edited and published the first barn research journal from 1991 to 1994. Huber is 
also the co-author of two books: the second edition of The New World Dutch 
Barn (2001) and Stone Houses—Traditional Homes of Pennsylvania’s Bucks 
County and Brandywine Valley (2005). He has also led more than 250 house, 
barn, and tree tours in the past twenty-five plus years and delivered more than 
290 presentations on house and barn architecture. He won the Alice Kenney 
award in 1997 and the Allen Noble Book Award in 2003, issued by the Pioneer 
America Society for the best edited book on material culture in North America. 
Greg Huber’s 240-page book, The Historic Barns of Southeast Pennsylvania—
Architecture and Preservation 1750 to 1900, has achieved #1 on the Amazon 
best-selling list in the Vernacular Architecture category.

Historic Bridges of 
Chester County—
Preserving Our Legacy 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 3PM

Photo: Jim Buczala

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 7]
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851 Creek Road.................. $	 490,000

340 Dawson Place............ $	 500,000

682 Empire Drive.............. $	 740,000

455 Dilworth Road........... $	 540,000

1224 Osborne Road........ $	1,398,851

13 Melissa Lane................... $	 105,000

12 Raleigh Drive................. $	 621,000

851 Creek Road.................. $	 490,040

217 Sills Lane....................... $	 576,000

99 Glouchester Court...... $	 532,000

120 Locust Knoll Road... $	 471,000

1038 Hopewell Road...... $	 790,000

279 N Caldwell Circle...... $	 541,000

1223 Reinzi Court............. $	 634,890

104 Brookhaven Lane.... $	 775,000

1017 Gilray Drive............... $	 696,650

1105 Kidron Court............ $	 692,830

116 Glory Maple Lane.... $	 484,900

127 Nichols Mill Road..... $	 818,000

339 Brookside Drive........ $	 390,000

484 Hallman Court........... $	 690,000

Source: ZILLOW.COM

ON THE MOVE
RECENTLY SOLD HOMES IN  
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Historical Commission  
Fall Speaker Series

notable rehabilitation projects that include Marshall's Road Bridge (right here, 
in East Brandywine Township), the Wheeling Suspension Bridge (the oldest 
existing suspension bridge with a span greater than 1000'), and the Frankford 
Ave Bridge in Philadelphia, built in 1699 and the oldest bridge in America. He is 
known for his innovative and practical approach to the evaluation and rehabili-
tation of historic bridges.

Photo: Futhey and Cope's 1881 History of Chester County

Historic Land Patterns: The Functional 
Architecture of Our Agricultural Landscapes 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 3PM

HAVE YOU EVER wondered how forested hills were made into lush and 
green farm fields, or why Chester County barns are shaped a little differ-

ently from those in other parts of the state? Have you ever noticed how differ-
ent the farms are 
in level areas of 
central Lancaster 
County vs the 
rolling landscape 
of Chester County 
farmland? If so, 
then this talk may 
be for you. 

PRESENTER: 
Terry Necciai is a 
licensed architect 
who has special-
ized in historic 
preservation and 
rehabilitation 
of small-town business districts for over 40 years and has prepared National 
Register nominations for over 60 properties, about a third of which were farms 
or related to farming. He gradually realized that among the most important 
historic characteristics of many of these farms were field patterns and other 
landscape features that had been carefully developed for functionality over 
several generations. In 2011, he was awarded a Charles E. Peterson Fellow-
ship from the Athenaeum of Philadelphia to study this topic in greater depth, 
resulting in a 200-page study entitled “The Pennsylvania Farm Landscape as a 
Historic Resource, the Forces that Gave It Shape.” He has presented his conclu-
sions at a variety of conferences since then.
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NOV 2025
3 Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

5 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

6 Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg 9:00 am

6 Pension Committee Meeting Township Bldg 10:00 am

6 Open Space Committee (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

10 Fall Leaf Collection from 11/10 through 11/14 (2 of 3)

11 Municipal Authority Regular Meeting Township Bldg 8:00 am

11 Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

12 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

13 Budget Committee Meeting Township Bldg 9:00 am

13 Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

16 HC Speaker Series: Historic Land 
Patterns: The Functional Architecture 
of Our Agricultural Landscapes

Township Bldg 3:00 pm

20 Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg 6:30 pm

27 Thanksgiving Holiday—Administrative Offices Closed

28 Thanksgiving Holiday—Administrative Offices Closed

29 Christmas Tree Lighting Community Pk 3:00 pm

SEP 2025
1 Labor  Day Holiday—Administrative Offices Closed

3 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

4 Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg 9:00 am

4 Open Space Committee (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

8 Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

9 Municipal Authority Regular Meeting Township Bldg 8:00 am

9 Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

10 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

11 Budget Committee Meeting Township Bldg 9:00 am

11 Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

18 Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg 6:30 pm

21 HC Speaker Series: Symbols, Marks, 
and Signs Hidden in Open View

Township Bldg 3:00 pm

25 Bondsville Mill Committee Bondsv Mill Pk 8:00 am

Fall 2025 Calendar of Events
For more information on any event, see www.ebrandywine.org

OCT 2025
1 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

2 Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg 9:00 am

2 Open Space Committee (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

5 Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection

Downingtown 
Middle School

All Day

5 Fall Harvest Festival Community Pk 12:00 pm

6 Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

8 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

9 Budget Committee Meeting Township Bldg 9:00 am

9 Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

14 Municipal Authority Regular Meeting Township Bldg 8:00 am

14 Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

16 Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg 6:30 pm

19 HC Speaker Series: Historic Bridges 
of Chester County

Township Bldg 3:00 pm

23 Bondsville Mill Committee Bondsv Mill Pk 8:00 am

27 Fall Leaf Collection from 10/27 through 10/31 (1 of 3)

1214 Horseshoe Pike 
Downingtown, PA 19335-1153

DEC 2025
1 Fall Leaf Collection from 12/1 through 12/5 (3 of 3)

1 Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

3 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

4 Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg 9:00 am

4 EBT Foundation Meeting Township Bldg 10:00 am

4 Open Space Committee (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

9 Municipal Authority Regular Meeting Township Bldg 8:00 am

9 Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

10 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:00 pm

11 Budget Committee Meeting Township Bldg 9:00 am

11 Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg 7:30 pm

18 Bondsville Mill Committee Bondsv Mill Pk 8:00 am

18 Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg 6:30 pm

24 Christmas Holiday —Administrative Offices Closed

25 Christmas Holiday —Administrative Offices Closed

HISTORICAL COMMISSION  
FALL SPEAKERS SERIES

Symbols, Marks, and Signs  
Hidden in Open View

TOWNSHIP BUILDING, SEP 21, 3PM

Historic Bridges of Chester County 
TOWNSHIP BUILDING, OCT 19, 3PM

Historic Land Patterns
TOWNSHIP BUILDING, NOV 16, 3PM


