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East Brandywine
Oral History Project

HAVE YOU CHECKED THE
TOWNSHIP WEBSITE?

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

ADDS NEW INTERVIEWS
The Oral History Project has
uploaded more interviews of
longtime residents of EB Town-
ship. They offer the feelings, fears,
joys, and funny things they saw
and felt growing up in our “rural”
township. You will be surprised
by information you would never
get in history books, photos, or
by visiting Historical buildings.

Check them out at EBERANDYWINE.

ORG/309/ORAL-HISTORY-PROJECT.

In addition, the past Speakers'
programs are also posted at
EBRANDYWINE.ORG/314/SPEAK-
ERS-SERIES. Spend a Sunday after-
noon this winter with a cup of tea
and watch the videos of speakers
you missed. Or take your laptop to
visit with someone and share the
program—and some tea! Who was
Thomas Buchanan Read, the man
on the marker on 3227 Or how was
the Struble Trail related to the rail-
road that bordered EB? Discover
answers to these questions and
many more!

Recognizing Those Who
Serve Our Township

Volunteer Awards Dinner

N WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER

15, volunteers and staff mem-
bers who commit their time and tal-
ent to help our Township thrive and
grow were thanked and recognized
at an Awards Dinner. The event was
hosted at St. Anthony’s Lodge Ban-
quet Hall in Downingtown.

The Pennsylvania Municipal Author-
ities Association recognizes faith-
ful and effective authority officials
who have served 20 years or more
in their Township with the SAHLI Award. Three of our community volunteers
were recognized during this event for their service on East Brandywine’s Mu-
nicipal Authority, David Summers, Michael Corbin, and Jan Bednarchik.

BOS Chairman Carl K. Croft presenting
the Lifetime Achievement Award to
Bruce Rawlings

Jan also received recognition for her dedication as a staff member for many
years, and was wished the best as she retires at the end of the year. Alan Yefko
was presented with the Volunteer Service Award for his work with the Open
Space Committee. Presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award was Bruce
Rawlings, for his dedication to East Brandywine Township.

Outgoing Board of Supervisors members
Jason Winters and Jay Fischer (who finished
his term in 2016) were also recognized and
thanked for their service.

I Whis tssue
2 DARC Winter Programs
East Brandywine Township thanks all volun-
teers and staff members who help by serving
on boards and committees for planning and
municipal functions, helping in our parks,

with our youth teams, and maintaining the
history and significance of our community.

3 Parks and Rec
4 Township Police
6 On the Move

7 Bondsville Mill Park
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Directory DARC Winter Programs

Learn a New Skill This Winter

. )
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS or JOln US ona Trlp'

EREfEM 0 00 00000000000000000 Carl K. Croft L.

) ) ) ARC HAD A great 2023 and looks forward to bringing more programs to
Vice Chairman ............ Kyle P. Scribner . K L
VTR oo e the residents of East Brandywine Township in the new year! We are grate-

ful to all the families who participated in our programs this past year.
TOWNSHIP PUBLIC MEETINGS
(Held at Township Building)

Board of Supervisors. .... 3rd THU, 6:30 pm This Fall, DARC’s after school PrOgl’amS
and1STTHU; 9:00/2m held in the DASD schools returned,
Bondsville Mill Comm. ... 4th THU, 8:00 am . .
and we have more coming! We will be
offering many courses and workshops
on topics including Financial Empow-

Budget Committee...... 2nd THU, 9:00 am
Historical Commission .. 2nd WED, 7:00 pm

Municipal Authqrity ..... 2nd TUE, 8:00 am . .
and if needed, LAST FRI, 8:00 am erment for Women, Will Preparation,
Open Space Committee. ... Ist THU, 7:30 pm Introduction to Crocheting, Paint N Sip

Ordinance Task Force... 4th WED, 7:00 pm NightS, Fitness Classes, an adult piCk'

Park and Rec Board ..... 1st MON, 7:00 pm up basketball league, and more.

Planning Commission ... 1st WED, 7:00 pm

Trails Committee ........ 2nd TUE, 7:00 pm .
) ) If you have the traveling bug, we would
Zoning Hearing Board ... 2nd TUE, 7:30 pm

(as needed) love for you to join us on one of our
many day trips or one of our seven-day
vacations. Check out our website for all

FIRE/AMBULANCE/POLICE

Fire, Ambulance, Police (emergency) ... 911 .
Police (non-emerg) ......... (610) 383-7000 the details: wwWw.DARC.INFO. Children at one of DARC'’s After
Police Admin............... (610) 269-4300 School Program
Police Website ............ www.ebtpd.org

RECREATION
EBYA ..iviriiiiiiininnn. www.ebya.org A Sample Of Our
[BYARS0000000000000000000000 www.darc.info

Park & Rec .. parkandrec@ebrandywine.org After SChOOl Opportunities

TOWNSHIP STAFF DIRECTORY
(610) 269-8230 | M-F | 9 am-noon & 1-5 pm

X100 Police Administration After School Art with Abrakadoodle
x200 Norann King, Building Department Brandywine Wallace—Mondays

x201 Emily Albert, Township Treasurer Springton Manor—Fridays

X203 Luke Reven, Township Manager

X204 Matthew VanLew, Roadmaster After School Art with Young Rembrandts
X209 Gabby Brown, Municipal Auth. Admin. Springton Manor—Tuesdays

x210 Dennis Mulhern, Tax Collector

x218 Lisa Taraschi, Township Secretary After SChOOI Chess CIUb

x299 Alexis Bocelli, Township Receptionist Springton Manor—Thursdays

TAX INFORMATION .
Soccer Shots indoors

County Taxes............... (610) 344-6361

Tax Claim Office. .- .o ... (610) 344-6360 All Star Baseball Academy Tuesdays—Wednesdays, or Saturdays
Assessment Office. ......... (610) 344-6105 (for children Ages 2-8)

EITandLST ................ (610) 269-4402

SchoolTaxes .............. 1(866) 300-1714



N5

WINTER 2024

WWW.EBRANDYWINE.ORG

Parks and Kecrealion

SEEKING BOARD MEMBERS

PROVIDING COMMUNITY EVENTS such as Family Friendly Movies,
Concerts, Easter Egg Hunts, Fall Festivals and more are part of the
responsibility of a Parks and Recreation Board Member. We also
monitor activities at each of our four parks, follow up on Policies
and Procedures at each park, and fundraise for future projects and
improvements such as the current bathroom. Members work with
Township staff on all things related to our Parks from the use of
the Parks by outside groups to the planting and care of trees and
shrubs. Interested volunteers should apply at: EERANDYWINE.ORG/
DOCUMENTCENTER/VIEW/686/VOLUNTEER-APPLICATION-FORM.

Batter Up!!

Winter Development Program for EBYA Players

F REC BASEBALL isn't quite

Aeasr(\ sRanocrwing
&

to fully commit to being a single
sport athlete, the East Brandywine
Bulls Baseball program might be a
perfect fit. Player development is
important to us, but not as much

as making sure the kids are having
fun playing baseball. EBYA is offer-
ing a Winter Development Program
aimed at preparing players for the
upcoming Spring travel season for age groups 7U through 12U. The indoor
training will be focused on fundamentals, hitting, and pitching.

WINTER WORKOUTS!

b} weare offering 2 Winter Development Program aimed
J0  atpreparing players for the upcoming Spring travel
season and for age groups from 7U -12u., The indoar
training will be focused on fundamentals, hitting, and
pitching, More details to come for these age groups!

7U/8U 7U/BU Born after May 1, 2015
au 9U May 1, 2014 - April 30, 2015
10U 10U May 1, 2013 - April 30, 2014
11U 11U May 1, 2012 - April 30,2013
12U 12U May 1, 2011 - April 30, 2012

For the 7u/8u age group, players will be preparing to make the switch from
coach/machine pitch to real live baseball. 8u players normally play rookie ball
in the Spring but have the option to come to evaluations and qualify for the
Minors Division (9 and 10-year-old kid pitch.). All 10 of the players on last year’s
Bulls 8u Development team qualified for the Minors Division. The 10U players
will have the option to qualify for the Majors Division this Spring.

For more information, to sign up, or to volunteer to help coach, contact Joe
Lopez—9U Head coach at JOELOPEZIMPRESS@YAHOO.COM. Learn more about all
EBYA sports and registration at EBYA.ORG.

Construction vehicle preparing
the park for the new facility.

EAST BRANDYWINE
PARKS AND RECREATION

COMMUNITY PARK
NEW BATHROOM UPDATE

Construction has finally begun

on our new bathrooms at the
north end of the Community Park.
Thanks to our Public Works Staff,
the aging playground equipment
has been removed and the infra-
structure established.

This project has been in the works
since 2018 and is expected to be
completed sometime in 2024. We
are now waiting for the prefab
building to be built and delivered.

We thank our partners in this proj-
ect—the Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources grant,
East Brandywine Youth Athletics,
East Brandywine Foundation, and
East Brandywine Township.
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Artists rendition of the new
facility.
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When Should | Call the Police?

A Message from the East Brandywine Police Department

By Chief of Police Mark D. Kosci

FTEN WE HEAR that residents
do not want to call the Police
because they think:

* They are bothering us

* The Police have better things to do
than listen to them, or

* They are afraid of becoming
embarrassed by reporting
something that appears to
be mundane.

Some will complain to Township
Officials, family members, or neigh-
bors, but they never call the Police.
The fact is, many of the incidents
that residents observe and fail to re-
port are serious or nuisance crimes
that need to be reported the mo-
ment they happen. We may already
be investigating similar incidents.

So, when should you call the Police?
Simply—anytime you witness some-
thing that you know is a crime or you
know is not “normal daily activity”

Some are easy. If you see a crime in
progress such as a robbery, burglary,
theft, or assault. When you witness a

vehicle collision or a truck drops its
cargo on the roadway. When you see
the UPS driver dropping off a pack-
age that someone runs up and takes
right after the driver leaves. All are
reportable incidents.

But what about the other things?
The ones that don't feel right or you
are unsure about. Like your neighbor
driving his ATV on the road. Or the
neighborhood kids ringing doorbells
and running away?

What about someone standing in the
road taking a picture of your house
or the suspicious car parked at

the end of your street? Or a solici-
tor knocking on your door or your
neighbor’s dog barking at odd hours?
Would you report these to the
Police? Many people do not. These
types of incidents are important to
us, so please call us when they occur.

The purpose of the Police Depart-
ment is to protect and serve. We are
here for you and want you to report
anything that raises a concern or
worry. Do not wait a couple of days
and then decide that you probably

Chigf s Corner

BEWARE OF GIFT CARD SCAMS

should have called. Do not com-
plain to others without picking up
the phone to ask for our help. Do
not post your observations on our
Facebook page or try to Facebook
message the PD. Please pick up the
phone and dial 911.

No matter what the outcome may
be, we will investigate the incident,
report back to you our findings, and
help eliminate any worries.

WHAT CAN 1 DO TO HELP?
There are some very basic things
you can do to help us when you are a
victim or a witness to an incident.

First, if you are in danger move to,
or secure yourself in, a safe loca-
tion so that you are not in harm’s
way. Please do not take any actions
yourself unless your life is in im-
mediate danger of death or serious
bodily injury. Call 911 IMMEDIATELY
and give as much information to the
Police Dispatcher as possible.

The dispatcher will typically ask you

to stay on the phone while the Police

are responding. The reason for this
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 5]

DO NOT make monetary payments using GIFT CARDS or PAY

PAL FRIENDS AND FAMILY. You have NO protection or way to

recover your money. If someone demands that you make pay-
ment to them using these methods, it is most likely a scam.
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When Should
| Call the Police?

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4]

is that the dispatchers are relay-
ing your information and updates in
real-time while we are responding.

Secondly, stay on location if pos-
sible, so that the responding Officers
can speak with you once they arrive.
If you cannot stay, make sure the
dispatcher has taken your phone
number so that we may call you. The
information provided by you is very
important. Descriptions of suspects,
any weapons, direction of travel, and
vehicle descriptions, are examples of
important information. Cell phone or
Ring camera videos are invaluable to
our investigations.

Finally, most people remember
details or other information hours
or days after an incident. Do not
hesitate to call the investigating Of-
ficer with the new information. No
piece of information is insignificant
information. The simplest piece of
information may turn out to be the
most important in our investigation.

BEING A WITNESS

We live in a society in which people
do not want to get involved. Many
incidents and crimes are not report-
ed because people realize they may
be needed as a witness. Cases are
dismissed because a witness did not
want to show up.

We get that people are nervous, are
unable to take time off from work,
don’t want to be the bad neighbor,
etc. The fact is, in the majority of
cases we deal with, unless you are

the victim or you witnessed a very
serious crime, we can initially pres-
ent our case without needing your
testimony. If you need to testify, you
will never be alone. We will be with
you through the entire process, and
we have access to victim/witness
advocates who can attend court with
you to lend support.

WE NEED YOU!

In closing, a Police Department’s
success depends on the help it gets
from concerned citizens, residents,
and victims who contact the Police
immediately upon seeing a crime or
other suspicious activity. It is impor-
tant to remember that the sooner
an incident is reported the faster we
can respond, speak to you, speak to
witnesses, and collect information
and evidence. It will help cut back
the amount of time suspects have to
escape the area, cover their tracks,
or sell stolen items.

If you need to be a witness, we will
support you throughout the process.
Our Police Officers care about you
and want to protect and serve you.
We do not care how insignificant
something may seem. We only ask
that you call us immediately by dial-
ing 911 and allow us to investigate
your concerns promptly so that we
can keep you and the rest of our
community safe and worry-free.
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WELCOME TO
POLICE OFFICER
CHRISTOPHER MUSUMECI

THE EAST BRANDYWINE Township
Board of Supervisors and Police
Department announced the hiring
and swearing-in of Officer Chris-
topher Musumeci at their No-
vember 16th Board of Supervisors
meeting. Christopher is a six-year
veteran Police Officer from the
City of Philadelphia and was as-
signed to the Kensington District.

Christopher attended Goshen Cen-
tral High School in New York and
graduated from Cabrini College

in 2017 with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in History and minor degrees
in Black Studies and Criminology.
Christopher entered the City of
Philadelphia Police Academy in
September of 2017 and graduated
in June of 2018.

While with the City of Philadelphia
Christopher has received Perfect
Attendance Awards and a Com-
mendation of Merit.

Christopher is married to his wife
Natalie, and they reside in Media,
PA. The Township and Police De-
partment want to welcome both
Christopher and Natalie to the
Township family and wish Christo-
pher the best of luck in his

new position.



ON THE MOVE

RECENTLY SOLD HOMES IN
EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP

211 LaVida Via $490,000
15 RIiCO Circle oo, $950,000
377 Dawson Place............. $502,600
39 Locks Farm Lane............ $500,000
1370 Horseshoe Pike...... $197,987

18 Clement Court.....coo...... $483,000
123 Constitution Lane.......... $385,000
PA0) W4V o g =oT=1c IEG— $575,500
297 Sugar Maple Sq............. $455,009
851 Creek Road.........ccooenevve $452,700
422 Hallman Court............ $700,000
242 Patriot Lan€.....cceeen. $877,250
35 Melissa Lane.....o.... $70,000

141 Bolero Drive......... $600,000
17 Helm Way ...$629,900
1630 Caln

Meetinghouse Road............. $850,000
208 Sills Lane.....cooreecrnrre $520,000
110 Clearview Lane................ $503,000
114 Bolero Drive........... $1,010,000
110 Wooded Acres Lane.....$640,000
101 Trego Lane . $985,000

495 Paperback square........ $510,000
76 Yellowwood Drive......... $355,000

Source: ZILLOW.COM
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The Passion Play

Part of East Brandywine History for 50 Years

OR 50 YEARS,
buses filled with
avid theatergoers trav-
eled on Horseshoe Pike

through Guthriesville
headed for the “Passion
Play” at Hopewell Unit-
ed Methodist Church.
The Passion Play is the
theatrical representa-
tion of the events of
Christian Holy Week.

Photo from the Passion Play

The play began in the
Fellowship Hall on Palm
Sunday, April 7,1963. In 1966, after countless hours of work by church members
to create an amphitheater that would seat 1000 people, the Passion Play moved
outside. Due to weather considerations, the play moved to summer program-
ming and was performed for three evenings. You can just imagine the number
of buses that headed there as those seats were filled. Many people were disap-
pointed when there were no tickets left!

Hopewell was not the first place that held a performance based on the theme.
The best-known continues to be regularly presented in the little village of
Oberammergau, Germany. Started in 1634, it is presented every 10 years.

The natural contour of the hillside behind the Hopewell Church was a natural
setting for an Amphitheater. Thousands of feet of sound and electrical cables
were placed underground. Speakers were nestled in trees and lighting was
spread throughout the area. The rows of folding chairs on grassy terraces have
been replaced by permanent seats. The rock in the garden of Gethsemane
weighs over 2 tons and was lowered into place by helicopter in 1988.

In 2005 the Passion Play premiered “The Power and the Glory,” a contemporary
translation of the original play. In 2010 Hopewell performers began to present
more variety of drama—“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” and
“Godspell” among others. In 2013 they presented the 50th Anniversary of The
Passion Play for the last time. Since then a few musicals have been performed
in cooperation with Barley Sheaf Theatre.

The buses are no more, along with The Passion Play, which was a vivid part of
East Brandywine’s history.
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Inspiring Gardeners & Readers

Bondsville Mill Park Partners with
Longwood Gardens in 2024 Community Read

ONDSVILLE MILL PARK is excited to announce its plans for participat-

ing in the 2024 Longwood Gardens’ award-winning Community Read Pro-
gram. This program is designed to bring books and people together and spur
discussion around an important topic or idea.

For the 2024 Community Read, Longwood Gardens selected two books that
exemplify the meaning we all can find in gardens. Inspired by the love of gar-
dens and all that their beauty inspires, each book highlights the restorative and
powerful role a garden can play in one’s life.

The featured title is The
Last Garden in England

by Julia Kelly. Just as
Longwood Gardens has
brought beauty to the
lives of generations, so too
does Highbury House—
whose lovely gardens

are at the center of this
historical fiction spanning
three generations. Taking
place in 1907, 1944, and
the present day, this novel
connects five women —
from the gardens’ original
designer through to the
modern-day designer charged with restoring their beauty—all of whom find
true meaning and solace in the gardens.

= SRRV

Pictured are the Bondsville Mill Park Partners
with the 2024 Books

For younger readers, Longwood selected The Secret Garden, based on the novel
by Frances Hodgson Burnett, adapted by Calista Brill and illustrated by Adeline
Lirius. This is a beautifully illustrated, condensed picture-book version of the
classic children’s novel. Young Mary Lennox is sent to live with her uncle in the
unfamiliar north of England. She discovers a secret walled garden and learns
the power of nature to help restore health and happiness.

Inspired by these books, Bondsville Mill Park volunteers are busily preparing
for all ages to engage in important conversations surrounding nature, plants,
and gardens. Activities will begin this Spring. They will focus on the restorative
aspects of the Mill Park’s gardens and surrounding trails, as well as the role
the community plays in conserving these areas for generations to come. More
details are on the Mill's website at BONDSVILLEMILLPARK.ORG.

BONDSVILLE MILL PARK
WINTER ACTIVITIES

Spruce Forest Decorating—Our
4th year of hanging ornaments on
the White Trail to create a sparkle
in the woods began on Sunday,
December 3. Children of all ages
can join in the decorating each
Saturday in December from 10
am to 12 noon. Ornaments will

be available at the Nature Library
Door or bring one to donate. The
ornaments will remain in the trees
until mid-January.

The Mill's Backyard Bird Count will
be on Saturday, February 18, 2024.
Visit EBIRD.ORG/NEWS/GREAT-
BACKYARD-BIRD-COUNT-2023.

COMMUNITY READ

Launched in 2014, Community
Read was uniquely envisioned

as a collaborative effort between
the Gardens and the commmunity
to encourage reading for plea-
sure and to start a conversation
surrounding gardens, plants,

or nature. Today, the Commu-

nity Read features more than 50
partner organizations and has

led to the donation of more than
10,000 books to area libraries. Each
year, more than 200 events in the
community explore the books and
keep the conversation going.



SAVE THE DATE

Spruce Forest Decorating
SATURDAYS IN DEC, 10am-noon

Bondsville Mill Park

Backyard Bird Count

SATURDAY FEB 18
Bondsville Mill Park

1214 Horseshoe Pike

Downingtown, PA 19335-1153

Winter 2024 Calendar of Events

For more information on any event,

Presorted
Standard Mail
U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit #50
West Chester, PA

SEC WWW.EBRANDYWINE.ORG

JAN 2024 FEB 2024
1 New Year’s Day Observed —Administrative Offices Closed 1 Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg | 9:00 am
2 | Annual Organization Meeting—BOS | Township Bldg | 9:00 am 1 Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:30 pm
3 | Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 5 | Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
4 | Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg | 9:00 am 7 | Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
4 | Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:30 pm 13 | Municipal Authority Regular Meeting | Township Bldg | 8:00 am
8 | Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 13 | Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
9 | Municipal Authority Regular Meeting | Township Bldg | 8:00 am 13 | Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg | 7:30 pm
9 | Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 14 | Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
9 | Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg | 7:30 pm 15 | Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg | 6:30 pm
10 | Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 19 | President’s Day Holiday Observed —Administrative Offices Closed
18 | Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg | 6:30 pm 22 | Bondsville Mill Committee Township Bldg | 8:00 am
24 | Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 24 | Municipal Authority (if needed) Township Bldg | 8:00 am
25 | Bondsville Mill Committee Township Bldg | 8:00 am 28 | Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
26 | Municipal Authority (if needed) Township Bldg | 8:00 am
MAR 2024 APR 2024

4 | Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 1 | Parks & Rec Board Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
6 | Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 3 | Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
7 | Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg | 9:00 am 4 | Board of Supervisors AM Session Township Bldg | 9:00 am
7 | Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:30 pm 4 | Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:30 pm
12 | Municipal Authority Regular Meeting | Township Bldg | 8:00 am 9 | Municipal Authority Regular Meeting | Township Bldg | 8:00 am
12 | Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 9 | Trails Committee Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
12 | Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg | 7:30 pm 9 | Zoning Hearing Board (as needed) Township Bldg | 7:30 pm
13 | Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 10 | Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
21 | Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg | 6:30 pm 18 | Board of Supervisors PM Session Township Bldg | 6:30 pm
27 | Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm 24 | Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg | 7:00 pm
28 | Bondsville Mill Committee Township Bldg | 8:00 am 25 | Bondsville Mill Committee Township Bldg | 8:00 am
29 | Good Friday Observance—Administrative Offices Closed 26 | Municipal Authority (if needed) Township Bldg | 8:00 am
29 | Municipal Authority (if needed) Township Bldg | 8:00 am




