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PSATSw
Memorandum
DATE: March 13, 2026

Township Secretaries

County Association Secretaries
FROM: David M. Sanko, Executive Director

SUBJECT: 2026 Proposed Resolutions and Nominations Report

TO:

Enclosed you will find the proposed resolutions and nominations report for consideration
at the PSATS Annual Conference to be held on April 19-22, 2026, in Hershey, PA. The Business
Session to consider these items will be held Tuesday morning, April 21, 2026. The Rules of
Conduct for this session are also enclosed, as well as the Resolutions Committee Checklist.
There are no proposed changes to the PSATS Bylaws. While this information will be printed in
your conference program material you will receive upon arrival, we are providing it to you at this
time so members may have an option to review and share with your voting delegate(s).

The Nominations Committee unanimously recommended the Nominations Report,
including the slate of Association Officers and Executive Board members at its November 18,
2025 meeting.

The Association’s Resolutions Committee reviewed the proposed resolutions at its
meeting on March 3, 2026. The committee’s actions are noted below each resolution. The
committee will review any new resolutions or appeals received after the committee’s March
meeting on Monday, April 20. PSATS will provide updates to the voting delegates at the April
21 Business Session. Voting delegates should anticipate voting on any additional time-sensitive
resolutions.

Finally, make sure that your township appoints a voting delegate for the 2026 PSATS
Annual Conference and registers that person as a voting delegate. Any supervisor, manager,
secretary, or treasurer is eligible to be a voting delegate. County associations are also eligible to
appoint voting delegates.

If you have any questions, please call the Association at (717) 763-0930. We hope to see
you April 19-22 in Hershey!



Resolutions Committee Checklist

Below are criteria for the Committee to take into consideration prior to addressing the choice of
support or opposition to the proposed resolution:

Does it directly impact an essential function or authority of townships? (Does it directly
impact a township’s responsibility under the Second-Class Township Code? If not related
to the Township Code, does it directly relate to township authority, operations, or
functions, such as land use, public safety, road safety and maintenance, etc.)

Does it amend or change a state or federal law, regulation, or court decision that directly
impacts townships? (Would it amend the Second-Class Township Code, Sunshine Law,
Municipalities Planning Code, or one of the many other state laws or implementing
regulations that directly affect townships?)

Does it include clear language to communicate the desired objective? (Is it specific? Do
you understand the goal of this resolution? Will PSATS staff be able to communicate this
resolution to the legislature? Or is it vague enough that it could be interpreted to mean
something that may not be the intent?)

Is it actionable and measurable? (Is the resolution requesting that PSATS do something
specific or is the terminology vague? For example, more attention to an issue or
enforcement of an issue - how would these action items be accomplished? How will we
know that the goal is accomplished?)

Does it directly benefit townships? (Can we make a case that the resolution will benefit
townships or help preserve local democracy? )



PSATS

B
2026 Proposed PSATS Resolutions

The following resolutions will be considered by the membership at the PSATS Annual Educational
Conference and Exhibit Show. The sponsor and the Resolutions Committee’s action is noted below
each resolution. During the voting session on April 21, resolutions with “Support” will be treated as if
they have a motion and a second and will be up for discussion and a vote. Resolutions with “Oppose”
will need a motion and a second from voting delegates from two different county associations (not
including the sponsor) to be brought up for discussion and a vote. When voting, a “yes” vote is to adopt
the resolution as written as official PSATS policy. A “no” vote will be to oppose the resolution as
written. Resolutions approved by the voting delegates will become Association policy for five years or
until accomplished, whichever is shorter.

26-01 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Title 45 (Legal Notices) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes to promote public notice transparency, eliminate the cost of
accessing notices for residents and businesses, decrease publication, and reduce local
government advertising costs by providing a menu of options for required public notices that
include but are not limited to: municipal websites, designated county and state websites, print
newspapers, online newspapers, and community papers of mass dissemination, such as shoppers.

SUPPORTRESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

26-02 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 1307 of the Right-to-Know
Law (Act 3 of 2008) to allow local agencies to charge a reasonable fee to cover all costs
associated with fulfilling open records requests, including labor costs for time spent traveling,
duplicating documents, and providing online responses.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-03 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 1307 of the Right-to-Know
Law (Act 3 of 2008) to allow local agencies to charge a reasonable fee, not to exceed $0.15 per
megabyte, for the preparation of records maintained electronically that will be provided to the
requestor in an electronic format.
LANCASTER COUNTY
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee preferred the broader language in resolution 26-02
above, which the committee supportedfor reconsideration by the delegates.

OPPOSE

26-04 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose any state or federal legislation that would mandate that
local governments be subject to Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
regulations.
POTTER COUNTY SUPPORT

26-05 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose legislation that would mandate that municipalities pay
for any state services, such as State Police services, stormwater facilities, and bike lanes on state
roads.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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26-06 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose actions, policies, and regulations of the commonwealth
and its departments and agencies that would require municipalities to pay for commonwealth or
department responsibilities and facilities or take ownership, by permit or deed, of state facilities,
including roundabouts and stormwater facilities on state roads.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-07 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose any legislation that would preempt local control of
zoning and land use decisions.
TOWNSHIPS OVER 10,000 POPULATION COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-08 RESOLVED, that PSATS support and advocate for the preservation of township zoning
and conditional use authority when reviewing applications for large-scale data centers, AND
FURTHER RESOLVED, that PSATS oppose any state-level preemption that would limit
township authority to regulate the siting and operation of large-scale data centers.

SUPPORTMONTGOMERY COUNTY

26-09 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to impose an impact fee on data centers paid to
the host municipality, similar to the Act 13 of 2012 impact fees on natural gas wells or tipping
fees on landfills.
BUTLER COUNTY
REASON FOR ACTION: Because data centers are assessable for property tax purposes,
unlike natural gas wells and landfills, the committee felt an impact fee would not be
appropriate. The committee pointed out that data centers have different types of impacts from
natural gas wells and landfills, with electricity generation and water concerns due to data
centers impacting far beyond municipal borders.

OPPOSE

26-10 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose efforts by the commonwealth to meter wells in
Pennsylvania or charge owners of wells for water use, including farms, residences, and
municipalities.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-11 RESOLVED, that PSATS seek legislation to amend the Pennsylvania Infrastructure
Investment Authority Act (Act 16 of 1988) to allow the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment
Authority (PENNVEST) to make grants and low-interest loans to homeowners for the purpose of
installing PFAS/PFOA filtration systems on their private wells.
BUCKS COUNTY SUPPORT

26-12 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to authorize the placement of a single yellow
center line on qualifying low-volume or rural roads where such markings will enhance public
safety as an eligible liquid fuels expense.
FRANKLIN COUNTY SUPPORT

26-13 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require the state Department of
Environmental Protection to streamline permitting processes for the improvement and
maintenance of township-owned bridges, culverts, and/or stream-crossings.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE. SUPPORT
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26-14 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require the state Department of
Environmental Protection to streamline the bridge permitting process for the improvement and
maintenance of township-owned bridges.
TOWNSHIPS UNDER 2,000 POPULATION COMMITTEE
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee approved an alternative version of this resolution,
26-13 above, that was expanded to include culverts and/or stream crossings.

OPPOSE

26-15 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require the state Department of
Transportation to return township roads to the condition that existed before being impacted by
official detours caused by state or federal construction projects, AND FURTHER, that the
condition of township roads be documented by township officials or their agents before the start
of such projects.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-16 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to provide a more streamlined process to
identify the ownership of paper alleys.
TOWNSHIPS UNDER 2,000 POPULATION COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-17 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation authorizing municipal police departments in
the Commonwealth to use RADAR and LIDAR devices for speed enforcement.
BUCKS AND MONTGOMERY COUNTIES SUPPORT

26-18 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to expand funding options for emergency
medical transport services and fire protection to include authorization for the board of
supervisors of a township of the second class to establish and bill a reasonable service fee for
these services.
INDIANA COUNTY SUPPORT

26-19 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to provide townships with an alternate means
of billing for public safety services other than through an authority.
TOWNSHIPS OVER 10,000 POPULATION COMMITTEE
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee preferred resolution 26-18 above, which the
committee supported.

OPPOSE

26-20 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 3205 of the Second Class
Township Code to increase the cap on the fire tax from 3 mills to 10 mills without referendum
and to increase the ambulance tax from .5 mills to 5 mills without a referendum.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-21 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require insurance companies to reimburse
volunteer fire companies and other emergency service providers for expenses incurred while
responding to and cleaning up automobile accidents and other emergency incidents on state and
local roads.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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26-22 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require insurance companies to reimburse
fire companies for itemized expenses incurred while responding to a structure fire or other
emergency incidents, AND FURTHER, that the Office of Fire Commissioner publish a list
of eligible rates.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-23 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to allow fire companies to bill insurance
companies for expenses related to emergency response, including vehicle crashes and hazardous
materials calls.
TOWNSHIPS UNDER 2,000 POPULATION COMMITTEE
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee preferred the language in the two alternative
resolutions above, 26-21 and 26-22, that would require insurance companies to pay for these
expenses.

OPPOSE

26-24 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Sections 404 and 917 of the Second
Class Township Code to authorize a board of supervisors that appoints a certified or competent
public accountant or a firm to perform the township’s annual audit to eliminate the elected board
of auditors by resolution, AND FURTHER, that such elected board of auditors may be
reconstituted by resolution of the board of supervisors.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-25 RESOLVED, that PSATS seek legislation to modify Section 508(4) and similar provisions
of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247 of 1968, as amended) to exempt
municipal stormwater management ordinances adopted under the Pennsylvania Stormwater
Management Act of 1978 (Act 167) and applying these provisions to the same extent as the
applicable NPDES regulations, allowing projects to be reviewed by municipalities under the
same criteria as those applied by the state Department of Environmental Protection and the
associated county conservation districts.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee opposed because they felt that the language of the
resolution was unclear and the committee did not understand the objective of the resolution.

OPPOSE

26-26 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require that the state budget for the previous
fiscal year be automatically re-enacted without change as a temporary interim budget if the
General Assembly and the governor fail to approve a new state budget by June 30.

SUPPORTRESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
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26-27 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to broaden the allowable investment options
for municipal governments including, but not limited to, the following options:
1. Corporation bonds that hold a AAA rating from a recognized rating agency, provided the

issuing corporation has a market capitalization exceeding $1 billion and extend the
allowable maturity of fixed income securities beyond current restrictions.

2. Securities backed by physical gold
3. Sovereign bonds of countries that hold a AAA credit rating from a recognized rating

agency.
4. Increase current maximum maturity threshold for municipal bonds beyond current

restrictions.
5. Expand eligible federal securities to a wider range of U.S. Treasury products, including

TIPS, floating rate notes, and GSE securities such as Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, subject
to AAA ratings

6. Annuities issued by insurance companies rated at least 'A' providing fixed or indexed
returns and structured to preserve principal while generating stable, long-term income.

7. Authorize investments by in any other security utilized by the Pennsylvania State Treasury
or any investment criteria authorized by the State Treasurer.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee felt this resolution was too broad in scope and had
concerns with the risk involved with several of the listed items.

OPPOSE

26-28 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 1401 of the Second Class
Township Code to permit contiguous County Associations to form a Regional Association of
Township Officials with the same organization, meetings, and finances as a single county
association, as well as equal standing as a County Association of Township Officials.
LEHIGH COUNTY
REASON FOR ACTION: The committee felt county associations already have options to
cooperate and hold joint conventions without merging.

OPPOSE

The following resolutions are identical to standing resolutions that would have otherwise gone
off the books in 2026 and were previously considered by the delegates. The committee
sponsored and supported these resolutions.

26-29 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 708 of the Right-to-Know
Law (Act 3 of 2008) to clearly exempt personal identification information, including age, sex,
race, home address, and date of birth, from disclosure under the law.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-30 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to provide incentives to encourage employers
to release volunteer firefighters from their jobs to respond to fire and rescue emergencies.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-31 RESOLVED, that PSATS seek legislation to amend the Municipal Police Pension
Law (Act 600 of 1956, as amended) to allow a defined contribution pension plan for new officers
in lieu of a defined benefit plan.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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26-32 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend the Collective Bargaining Act (Act
111 of 1968) to require the board of arbitration to consider a municipality’s financial status,
budget and ability to raise taxes and the potential effect on its bond rating before making any
arbitration award; AND FURTHER, That any award that would create a financial hardship to the
municipality be declared invalid, reduced, or modified by the court of jurisdiction on appeal.

SUPPORTRESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

26-33 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to authorize townships to collect a municipal
services fee from the state and federal governments for all state and federal facilities located
within the township boundaries to cover the costs of providing fire, ambulance, police, and
emergency response services to those tax-exempt facilities.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-34 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose legislation that would authorize the use of heavier and
longer commercial trucks on our nation’s highways and local road infrastructure.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-35 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to increase the amount of security funds
required for bonding posted roads to $37,500 per linear mile for paved roads and $18,000 per
linear mile for unpaved roads.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-36 RESOLVED, That PSATS urge the state Department of Transportation to provide timely
response and take responsibility for traffic management for incidents that occur on state roads,
including but not limited to tree removal, downed lines, etc.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-37 RESOLVED, That PSATS urge the state Department of Transportation to clearly
communicate to developers the need to design stormwater management under its Highway
Occupancy Permit Policy using options that do not require municipal co-permittees, AND
FURTHER, that PennDOT district offices include impacted municipalities in these
communications at the start of the HOP process.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-38 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require the state Department of
Transportation to enter directly into agreements with developers and property owners for the
maintenance of stormwater drainage facilities located within state-owned rights of way, AND
FURTHER, to prohibit the department from attempting to require municipalities to enter into
such agreements on behalf of developers or property owners as a condition of a state highway
occupancy permit.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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26-39 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to prohibit the state Department of
Transportation from requiring a municipality to take ownership of a state road that is being
abandoned by the state.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-40 RESOLVED, that PSATS seek legislation to require the state Department of
Environmental Protection to either budget sufficient funds to reimburse municipalities for 50
percent of the costs to prepare or update Sewage Facilities Plans (Act 537 Plans) as mandated by
the state Department of Environmental Protection or to eliminate DEP’s ability to mandate that
municipalities update these plans.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-41 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to prohibit the state Department of
Environmental Protection from requiring municipalities to implement and enforce a sewage
management program in any area of the municipality that does not have documented on-lot
sewage system malfunctions, and to limit the requirement for a municipality to implement and
enforce a sewage management program to only those lots on which an alternate on-lot sewage
system has been installed.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-42 RESOLVED, that PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 5 (Official Plans) of the
Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537 of 1965, as amended) to allow the use of holding tanks for
new land development on properties with less than one acre that were created before May 15,
1972, when no other affordable means of sewage disposal is planned to be available within five
years.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-43 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to prohibit the state Department of
Environmental Protection from refusing to approve sewage planning modules while new
regulations or policies are being developed.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-44 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend the Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537 of
1965) to prohibit the state Department of Environmental Protection from approving permits for
public sewer extensions into areas of a municipality not planned for public sewer, provided that
the municipality’s Act 537 plan has been updated within the last 10 years or the municipality is
in the process of updating its Act 537 plan.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-45 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose efforts by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
that would require the state Department of Environmental Protection to include as part of a
township’s municipal stormwater management system any private land over which stormwater
flows.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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26-46 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose efforts by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
to require that all municipalities, regardless of how small, be mandated to obtain a National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit for their municipal stormwater management
systems.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-47 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Chapter 102 of Title
25 (Environmental Protection) of the Pennsylvania Code to account for low-impact land use
changes (such as changing agriculture fields to athletic fields) to reduce the engineering and
permit requirements needed for such changes.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-48 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Chapter 102 of Title
25 (Environmental Protection) of the Pennsylvania Code to increase from one acre to five acres
the amount of acreage that can be disturbed before a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit is needed.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-49 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Chapter 102 of Title
25 (Environmental Protection) of the Pennsylvania Code to simplify the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit application for single lots.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-50 RESOLVED, That PSATS continue to support the voluntary merger or consolidation of
local governments if the process is initiated at the local level and has the approval of the majority
of the residents of all affected municipalities by referendum.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-51 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose legislation that would mandate consolidation of local
governments.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-52 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose legislation that would create a statewide boundary
change commission to determine local government boundary line changes without voter
approval.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-53 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose legislation that would establish the county as the basic
level of local government in Pennsylvania, with municipalities existing only under the
jurisdiction of the county and having only those duties and responsibilities as determined by the
county.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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26-54 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require the state Department of General
Services to allow municipalities to bid on and purchase motor vehicles sold by the state before
they are offered for public auction.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-55 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend Section 9023(c) of Title 75 (Vehicle
Code) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes to increase the prevailing wage threshold for
dirt, gravel, and low-volume road projects from $25,000 to $100,000 by expanding the term
“locally funded” to include dirt, gravel, and low-volume road grant funding provided under
Section 9106 of Title 75 (Vehicle Code).
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-56 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to amend the Pennsylvania Prevailing Wage
Law (Act 442 of 1961) to require that wage determinations be based on the rate for comparable
positions within the county in which the work will be completed or within the surrounding
counties.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-57 RESOLVED, That PSATS and the National Association of Towns and Townships seek
legislation to repeal the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-58 RESOLVED, That PSATS seek legislation to require applicants to the commonwealth or
any of its agencies for a permit or license to conduct an activity affecting any real property in a
municipality to give a minimum of 30 days’ notice to the host municipality of the proposed
activity to allow the municipality to advise the issuing agency of the activity’s compliance with
zoning and other applicable land use ordinances.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT

26-59 RESOLVED, That PSATS oppose any federal or state legislation that would directly or
indirectly authorize any entity to use local government property, including rights of way, without
compensation at fair market value, AND FURTHER, that PSATS oppose any federal or state
legislation that would preempt local government control and management over local rights of
way.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE SUPPORT
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