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special once-in-a-while projects. 
Thus he recently spent many hours 
working with Standard & Poors’ 
as this rating agency considered an 
appropriate rating for the refinance 
of the 2003 Township bond issue.

Budgeting is an on-going con-
cern. To help smooth the process, 
the Township last year created a 
special budget committee—made 
up of Mr. Piersol, Mr. Kirkner, 
Mrs. Smedley, Police Chief Mark 
Kosci, Roadmaster Matthew Van-
Lew, and Carl Croft, an ex-officio 
member of the Planning Com-
mission and experienced financial 
planner. The group made signifi-
cant cuts in the first budget draft 
and its drive for frugality continues. 

The cooperative budgeting 
illustrates a teamwork spirit that 
pervades most Township activ-
ity. The Supervisors and Town-
ship staff work closely together 
and each Supervisor takes special 
responsibility for various munici-
pal tasks. Thus, Mr. Fischer acts as 
liaison with the Open Space Com-
mittee and Mr. Voltz has a similar 
role with the Downingtown Area 
Recreation Committee. All are 
members of the Ordinance Task 
Force, which creates and monitors 
the various ordinances that govern 

the Township’s operations.
As treasurer, Mrs. Smedley de-

votes much of her time to accounts 
payable and receivable along with 
payroll. As secretary, she organizes 
agendas and takes minutes for all 
Supervisors, Planning Commission 
and Municipal Authority meetings. 
She also accepts and processes all 
land development, subdivision and 
zoning hearing applications, and 
deals regularly with developers.

Mrs. King is the first person 
you meet on the administrative 
side of the municipal building. 
Thus, her most obvious duty 
is greeting residents and other 
visitors. She answers questions or 
directs an inquirer to the proper 
source of information. Like her ad-
ministrative colleagues, she spends 
a lot of time on the phone. One 
of her most critical duties is to ac-
cept, log and process building and 
zoning permits. One note here: she 
wishes those applying for permits 
better understood turnaround time 
for permits. “Sometimes it takes 
longer than people want to hear,” 
she says.

And what are the most frequent-
ly asked questions from residents?

One is “When is the Township 
celebrating Halloween?” “You can’t 
believe how many questions we 
get about that,” says Mrs. Smedley. 
Winter brings lots of snow ques-
tions (“When will my road be 
cleared”). Then there are property 
disputes. Has resident A the right 
to build his shed there? Where is 
the property line? (Such questions 
often are matters for the appropri-
ate Homeowners’ Association and 
not the Township.) Other FAQs: 
How to get on the list for chipping 
and questions about refuse and 
recycling. Finally, of course, there 
are animal questions—lots of 
them. Generally the answers are, 
no, an animal may not run free. 
And barking that goes on too long 
is a genuine cause of complaint. 
The relevant ordinance spells out 
the length in minutes.

PLEASE PICK UP! The signs in Community Park are crystal clear: Pick up after 
your dog! The trouble is that not enough people do—and that’s pretty obvious 
if you walk the trails. Another problem is the person who bags the doo-doo, 
then drops it along the trail. Jim Worrell, chairman of the Parks & Recreation 
Board, urges all dog-walkers not only to pick up but also to put the droppings 
in one of the park-supplied collection bins. 
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Starting next year, Keystone Collections Group, a 
Pittsburgh area firm, will collect earned income taxes for 

all Chester County governments that have such a tax. 
Keystone will replace Berkheimer Tax Administrator.

The change was prompted by a new state law 
requiring the collection of earned income taxes  

on a county-wide basis. The Chester Tax Collection 
Committee is carrying out implementation  

of the law in the county. 

The committee reported that the new system 
will save member municipalities about $928,000 
in annual collection fees, improve collection of 

delinquent taxes and provide a higher level of service.

PARK & REC 
SEEKS TWO  
VOLUNTEERS

If you enjoy the 
outdoors and 
want to work in the 
relaxing atmosphere of 
the Community Park, 
please contact the Parks 
& Recreation Board. 
It has openings for two 
volunteers. Call the 
Township Building at 
610 269-8230 or send an 
e-mail to ebrandyine.org.
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Wastewater disposal—from 
a tap, an appliance or a 

toilet—isn’t a big talking point 
at your average social gathering. 
But it’s critical for any community 
and, right now, it’s a core issue 
affecting current and likely future 
development in East Brandywine. 
Specifically, it affects the proposal 
to build a new middle school on 
Bollinger Road and the proposed 
new Giant supermarket. It also 
will affect the future needs of the 
existing businesses in the Brandy-
wine Village Shopping Center.

First, a little history. A few 
years back, when Pulte Homes an-
nounced plans for a major subdivi-
sion on Overlook Road Farm and 
K Hovnanian Homes planned an 
age-restricted subdivision on the 
Weaver Farm (the developments 
facing each other on either side 
of Bollinger Road), Pulte agreed 
to build and pay the upfront cost 
to design and construct the East 
Brandywine Wastewater Renova-
tion Facility per an agreement 
between the Authority and Pulte 

which would serve both commu-
nities. The treatment facility has 
capacity to spare now that Hov-
nanian has withdrawn its applica-
tion to develop an age restricted 
community.  Construction of the 
plant began in August and is due 
to be completed the 4th quarter 
2011, barring any construction or 
weather delays.

The Township wants both the 
proposed school and the pro-
posed supermarket to send their 
wastewater to the new plant; each 
would have to contribute to the 
cost of the plant. The Downing-
town Area School District says it’s 
been allocated much more plant 
capacity than it needs. Carlino 
East Brandywine LP, the firm 
slated to build the supermarket, 
does not want to use the new 
facility; instead it wants to send its 
wastewater to an existing pump-
ing station on Bondsville Road. 
From there, it would be sent to 
the Aqua Pennsylvania’s Little 
Washington treatment plant on 
Little Washington Road. But the 

Township Municipal Authority 
has rejected this proposal, saying 
the discharge must go to the new 
plant. This is partly to pick up 
some of the plant’s excess capacity, 
which would allow it to run more 
efficiently, and partly at the behest 
of state environmental authorities 
who say the Little Washington 
Wastewater Treatment Plant is not 
in the appropriate watershed to 
serve these projects.

The Brandywine Village Shop-
ping Center currently sends its 
wastewater to a small treatment 
plant just west of the center. This 
arrangement would no longer be 
possible if the new supermarket is 
built. If that is the case, the Town-
ship wants the center to use the 
new plant.  When the center was 
approved, it agreed to connect to a 
public wastewater facility when it 
became available.

A sign within the Applecross 
Community, at the wastewater 
treatment plant construction site, 
identifies it as the East Brandywine 
Township Wastewater Renovation 
Facility and, indeed, the plan is for 
the Township Municipal Authority 
to accept dedication of the plant 
and ultimately operate the plant.  
Under an agreement with Pulte, 
10 years after the Authority accepts 
dedication of the plant, the Town-
ship will reimburse Pulte for excess 
capacity that Pulte is not using or 
intends to use within the Applec-
ross community. 

The Municipal Authority will 
operate the plant, most likely 
through a contract operator. These 
details have yet to be worked 
out. System users in Applecross, 
Guthriesville, Hopewell and others 
who come on line will fund the 
operating cost through quarterly 
fees. Clearly, the Authority wants 
to get maximum use of the facility 
and will require new developers to 

Key Development Issue: How to Use  
All Capacity at New Wastewater Plant

use it. Meanwhile, the Authority 
has approved the deletion of the 
3rd reactor’s relevant equipment 
and pumps, since these would not 
be necessary until such time that 
demand requires it. 

The Township and Pulte are 
evaluating other ideas to reduce 
the ultimate construction costs. 
Until the new plant comes on line, 
Pulte is using temporary holding 
tanks to take care of the wastewa-
ter needs of Applecross Country 
Club residents.

Here workers finish the walkway atop three 100,000 gallon tanks  
of the wastewater treatment plant. It’s slated to be ready for operation  
by January, 2012.

Changes Are 
Coming in 
Electricity 
Market

Deregulation of the Penn-
sylvania electricity market 
goes into effect on Jan. 1, 
2011, and with it the right 
of Philadelphia-area cus-
tomers of PECO Energy 
to choose an alternate sup-
plier of electricity. PECO’s 
rates are likely to go up by 
at least 10%. A number of 
potential suppliers already 
have committed to the 
market and others are 
likely to follow.

You can shop around 
now for electrical provid-
ers. If you don’t, PECO 
will become your default 
provider and its cost may 
not be the lowest. The 
Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission has started 
two websites that can help 
get you started.  See the 
websites at www.puc.state.
pa.us/utilitychoice and 
www.papowerswitch.com.
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Food Bank
continued from page 1

estimates that the Food Bank 
distributes nearly 1,000,000 
pounds a year. This includes more 
than 700,000 pounds funded by 
the state and federal governments, 
200,000 pounds from corporate 
food drives and more than 70,000 
pounds from the Gleaning Pro-
gram. Handling all this work are 
five permanent employees and 600 
to 700 volunteers. New volunteers 
are welcome as food distributors, 
food drive schedulers, warehouse 
workers, gleaning workers  
and supervisors. 

Today, 42 Chester County 
farms take part in the Gleaning 
Program, making a commitment 
to set aside part of a field to raise 
food for those without money to 
buy it. In summer 2009, vol-
unteers harvested some 82,000 
pounds of food from these farms; 
this year, Mr. Welsch believes the 
total could reach 120,000 pounds.

The Food Bank also helps 
groups such as schools and church-
es establish 12-ft.-by-3-ft. raised 
bed gardens, another good source 
of fresh vegetables. Volunteers cre-
ated 25 such beds last year alone. 
The Food Bank itself grows some 
food in a four-acre section set aside 
by a Westtown farm owner and  
in a potato field at Springton 
Manor Farm. 

Mr. Welsch was recruited to 
run the Gleaning Program in 
2003. Before that, the Parkesburg 
native was general manager for a 
food service trucking company. “I 
was happy to get out of trucking 
with all its crazy regulations,” he 
says. “This is the best job I’ve ever 
had. It gives you a sense of accom-
plishment.”

For more information visit the 
Food Bank’s website:  
chestercountyfoodbank.org.

Development of the 25-acre 
Bondsville Mill Park property 

is going to take a long time and 
a lot of money. To reach the final 
goal, Rettew Associates, the firm 
charged with creating a master 
plan for the project, suggests that 
work be broken into three phases. 
The initial goal is to make the 
available areas safe (by fencing off 
sections of the old mill buildings) 
and to open up the woodland areas 
with new trails.

Rettew offers some cost projec-
tions but Township officials are 
reluctant to endorse them because 
they don’t take into account the 
“volunteer factor.” For example, 
four volunteers—Carl Walker, 
Deke Inslee, Arne Jensen and Don 
Leong—spent more than 2,000 
hours rehabbing one crumbling 
building, a project for which a 
contractor would charge many 
thousands of dollars. Local scouts 
and other volunteers have put in 
similar countless hours clearing 
underbrush and laying out trails. 

Rettew also identified many 
possible sources of financial sup-
port for the park and the Township 
has formed a special unit to solicit 
such sources for grant money.

Consultant Suggests 3 Phases to 
Develop Bondsville Mill Park

Phase 1 calls for 
construction of the 
following elements:

�� Parking lot.

�� Site entrance sign.

�� Monument area improvements.

�� Upper bridge improvements.

�� Safety fencing around mill 
structures.

�� Vegetative and rubble cleanup 
around mill structures.

�� Paved trail adjacent to the upper 
side of mill.

�� Picnic and learning areas.

�� Mulch trail leading around 
the mill structures to the water 
tower and into the wetland area.

�� Wetland boardwalks and over-
look area.

Phase 2 includes 
construction of the 
following:

�� Lower bridge improvements.

�� Mulch trail leading to the lower 
end of the site and natural areas.

�� Overlooks in natural areas.

�� Emergency access drive.

Phase 3 calls for:
�� Paved road around the back of 
the mill structures.

�� Mulch trail connecting to Phase 
I improvements.

�� Mulch trail along the front of 
the mill courtyard area.

�� Picnic area on lower side of 
courtyard area.

�� Courtyard improvements (plant-
ers, benches, etc,).

Right: Challenge: believe it or not, 
plans call for rehabbing this crumbling 
building into a visitors’ center—
something the volunteers say can  
be done. 

Bottom: Achievement—thousands 
of hours of volunteer work went into 
stripping, securing and restoring this 
former mill building. 

Plans also suggest reopening the mill race and restoring some of the old 
mill buildings. One of these could become a visitors’ center. Buildings 
that are too damaged would eventually be taken down.
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halloween Safety Tips

• Avoid going out alone

• Carry a fl ashlight

• Wear something 
refl ective

• Have parents check 
all candy

TRICK OR TREAT
Sunday OCTOBER 31

6:00 to 8:00 PM


