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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Tuesday, November 14, 2006
7:30 AM

 

 

Those in Attendance:
David Summers, Treasurer
Joseph Anthony, Secretary 

Sandra Moser, Member

 

 

 Absent:
Michael Corbin, Chairman

Gerald Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chairman

Also in Attendance:
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

John Spangler, Municipal Authority Solicitor
Joseph Boldaz, Municipal Authority Engineer

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

 

 

The Municipal Authority met on Tuesday, November 14, 2006 at the East Brandywine Fire Company.  There were five visitors present.  Mr. Summers called the meeting to order at 7:40 A.M.  

Applecross Development (AKA Overlook Road Farm)

 

The applicant is proposing to build a combination of single family homes, carriage homes, and townhouses for a total of 655 units on both the north and south side of East Reeceville Road.  The plan also shows an 18-hole Jack Nicholas-designed golf course with a clubhouse.  The property encompasses approximately 621.74 acres of land, comprised of 307.58 acres north of East Reeceville Road and 314.16 acres south of East Reeceville Road.  The southern portion of the proposed development is a 310 acre tract located in the R-2 Zoning district and proposes single family homes on individual lots and approximately half of the golf course.  The portion of the property north of East Reeceville Road was granted preliminary plan approval in March of 2004.  

 

The “North Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-3 Residential Zoning District in conjunction with the Settlement Agreement dated April 1, 2004. The “South Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-2 Residential Zoning District. The project is proposed to be constructed in five phase.  The applicant received final plan approval, with conditions, for Phase 1 of the development on November 2, 2006.  

 

Amendment to Operating Agreement
Mr. Spangler stated that he recently received an amendment to the Operating Agreement based on comments from West Brandywine Township.  West Brandywine Township wants to make sure that the rate for their residents is the same rate being charged to East Brandywine Township residents.  Mr. Spangler hasn’t reviewed the amendment yet and stated that he needs to compare it to the original Operating Agreement.  Mrs. Moser wanted to make sure that Pulte was still committed to initially funding any operating deficit.  Mr. Ebert stated that they were.  He said that this amendment sets a methodology for setting the rate and will be consistent with the rate used for the Guthriesville Sewer District.  Mr. Boldaz stated that he will also be reviewing the Amendment and associated costs.  
Utility Plan Review
Schoor DePalma has several recommendations regarding the utility plan.  

1. East Brandywine Township Municipal Authority should approve the installation of any low pressure pumps.

2. The Township and Municipal Authority should require a fully executed, ongoing maintenance contract between the property owner and a sewage service company.  An Operation and Maintenance Manual for the proposed grinder pumps must be submitted.

3. The Township and Authority should bear no responsibility for the purchase, installation, use, operation, maintenance, service, repair, or replacement of the grinder pump and/or its low-pressure force main.

Mr. Madaras called Mr. Boldaz yesterday to discuss these issues.  Mr. Boldaz will speak to him later today, but he did say that the review was nearly complete.  

Review of Design Documents  

Schoor DePalma has reviewed the design documents and provided comments for the Authority and the applicant’s engineer to review.  Ebert Engineer provided revised drawings and specifications for Schoor DePalma to review.  Richard Crane from Schoor DePalma, in a memo dated November 13th, recommended the Authority approve the documents.  Mr. Boldaz stated that he has not had an opportunity to review Mr. Crane’s memo since it was just sent late yesterday afternoon.  He would like to review this information prior to recommending the Authority grant approval.  The Authority agreed that this item will be discussed at the December Municipal Authority meeting.  
Joint Application for Pennsylvania Water Obstruction and Encroachment Permit and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit
Mr. Spangler and Mr. Boldaz have reviewed the above Permit Application and are recommending the Municipal Authority sign the permit with the condition that the following language is added to the Sewage Facilities Financial Security Agreement:
“The Developer agrees to indemnify and hold the Authority and its Members harmless from any and all claims, losses or liabilities of any nature whatsoever, including all costs and attorney’s fees, arising out of the work to be performed by Developer and its contractor under this Agreement.  Further, Developer agrees to indemnify and save harmless the Authority, its Board Members, Engineers and employees, from any and all claims, losses, liabilities, costs or damaged on account of any injury to persons or property occurring in the performance of the work to be performed by Developer and its contractor under this Agreement or resulting from the malfunction or failure of the sewer facilities constructed under this Agreement.”

Mrs. Smedley will contact Pulte attorney Theresa Lemley, Esq. so that this language can be added to the Agreement.  
K. Hovnanian 

The applicant is proposing to build 273 dwelling units on a 140.458 acre lot located at the southeast corner of Bollinger Road and Horseshoe Pike. The lot is being developed under the R-3 Zoning District requirements per a settlement agreement that was signed November 2, 2006.  The net tract acreage is 130.258 acres.  The lots will be served by public water and sewer. Michael Macaninch, Mr. Michael Stadulis, Mr. Fred Ebert and Mr. Bill Palkovics attended the meeting on behalf of the applicant.  
The applicant submitted revised Sewage Facilities Planning Modules, along with a response letter for the Township to review on November 13, 2006.  Mr. Boldaz will review this and provide comments prior to the Planning Module being forwarded to the Chester County Health Department. 
Mr. Macaninch stated that the plan now shows one large disposal area near Bollinger Road and Horseshoe Pike. There is a 50% backup area shown, as required by the Township Municipal Authority.  In order to provide this backup area the applicant has deleted additional lots and is now proposing to construct 273 units.  Mr. Ebert stated that the plan lays out zones to show the supply and return lines.  

The plan also shows an easement that is needed in order to provide sewer service to residents along Bollinger Road.  Two homes, one at 275 Bollinger Road and one at 249 E. Reeceville Road will need grinder pumps.  There may be a way to provide gravity service to these homes in the Applecross Development collection system.  The applicant was asked to try and coordinate this with Pulte Homes.  During construction residents will be a sent letter asking them to place stakes where they want their connection to be located.    
Mr. Macaninch stated he has comments regarding the Sewer Agreement and he will send them to Mr. Spangler for his review. 

Mr. Summers asked Mr. Boldaz to take a look at all the homes along East Reeceville Road and see if there was a possibility of providing public sewer to all of those residences.  
Minutes: October 10, 2006
 

Mr. Summers asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Anthony made a motion to approve the October 10, 2006 minutes as presented.  Mrs. Moser seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

 

Treasurer’s Report

 

Mrs. Smedley read the Treasurer’s Report for October/November 2006.  The Municipal Authority account balance as of November 13, 2006 was $68,652.52.  Mrs. Moser made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of the bills.  Mr. Anthony seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote.  

 

Sewer Connection Updates

Craig and Lauri Sanders Request to Postpone Connection to the Guthriesville Sewer System

Mrs. Smedley reported that Mr. and Mrs. Sanders have requested permission to postpone connecting to the Guthriesville Sewer System for a year.  After discussion, the Municipal Authority agreed to postpone their connection for 180 days provided Mr. and Mrs. Sanders can show evidence, acceptable to the Authority that the on-lot disposal system has been properly maintained and is functioning properly.  Evidence shall consist of documentation during the past three years from a licensed hauler that their septic system has been cleaned and is in working condition. At the end of 180 days, the Authority requested that Mr. and Mrs. Sanders proceed with connection to the sewer system as required by Municipal Authority Resolution 01 of 2005.   

Timothy Miller Request for Exemption to Connect to the Guthriesville Sewer System

Mr. Miller has requested an exemption to connect to the Guthriesville Sewer System.  Resolution 01 of 2005, Section 602 Exemptions to Connection Requirements states:

“The Kristen Circle development and those connections along Hopewell Road between Dilworth Road and Horseshoe Pike may be exempt from mandatory connection to the public Sewerage System if the property owner can show evidence, acceptable to the Authority that the on-lot disposal system has been extensively repaired or replaced within the past five (5) years, and is functioning properly.  Evidence shall consist of submission to the Authority of a replacement or repair permit issued by the Chester County Health Department.  Regardless of whether connection to the public Sewerage System is made upon completion of the project, owners of improved properties shall pay the required tapping fee upon notice from the Authority to do so.”  

Mr. Summers made a motion to decline Mr. Miller’s request since the request did not meet the criteria outlined above.  Mrs. Moser seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  
Mr. Miller will be asked to make arrangements to complete connection within 60 days. Failure to do so may result in the Municipal Authority filing a lien against his property.  The lien shall be subject in all respects to the general law provided for filing and recovery of municipal liens.  

Claudio DiGiamberandino and Kermit Good  

The Municipal Authority has agreed to defer payment of the tapping fee and sewer connections until outstanding issues regarding Wawa are resolved.

Brandywine County Living  

Mrs. Smedley will send a letter requesting the owner pay the tapping fee within 10 days.

Guthriesville Service Center

Mrs. Smedley will send a letter requesting the owner pay the tapping fee within 10 days.

Joyce Fling/John Neff Connections

Per Mr. Piersol, Ms. Fling and Mr. Neff will be connecting shortly.
Lalit Verma

Municipal lien has been filed.

Joe Burns Beverage 

Tapping fees are paid.  The owner has been discussing connection issues with Mr. Piersol and Mr. Boldaz.

Sewer Odor Issues

 

Mr. Piersol and Mr. Boldaz met with Township resident John Louchran, who works in the chemical industry, to discuss the ongoing issues with sewer odor problems near the Little Washington Wastewater Treatment Plans.  Mr. Louchran introduced them to Mark Hughes who works for M-Tek.  He suggested that there are chemical packets that can be dropped into the wet well one to two times per week that break down the compounds that cause hydrogen sulfide odors.  The cost for this product would be approximately $1,664.00 a year.   
Mr. Hughes asked that Mr. Piersol provide flow data from the Guthriesville sewer pump station for the last four month for his review.  Mr. Piersol will ask Mr. Hughes to send a proposal and references as soon as possible.  Initially, the Authority would like to obtain a one-month supply to test the product to determine if this will solve the odor problems.  Mr. Piersol will also send literature on the product to Alan Roth of Aqua Pa. so they will know what material will be added to the waste stream and will be able to make plant adjustments if they are needed.     
Mr. Boldaz received a proposal from Siemens for using Bioxide for odor and corrosion control.  The cost for this system is substantially higher than what Mr. Hughes was suggesting, possibly as much as $7,000.00 per year since special equipment will need to be purchased.  The Municipal Authority will consider this proposal if Mr. Hughes proposal doesn’t solve the odor problems.   
Guthriesville Pump Station

 

Mr. Boldaz stated he will be scheduling an inspection of the area where the infiltration/inflow problems are suspected.  He will contact Mr. VanLew do to this in the next week or so.  It appears that last month’s flow numbers were relatively consistent.  Mr. Piersol will ask Mr. VanLew if there were any significant rainfall events during that time.   

2007 Preliminary Budget
Mr. Summers provided the preliminary budget for the Municipal Authority to review.  Mr. Corbin wanted the Authority to review the budget to make sure that all 2007 expenses are being considered.  The Authority will review the information and discuss it at the December meeting.  

Rouse/Chamberlin Conditional Use Application

A Conditional Use Hearing for Rouse/Chamberlin Home Application to serve public water to the Dilworth Tract originally scheduled for November 2, 2006 has been postponed.  The rescheduled date will be announced.

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items
Mr. John Shelton asked when the Municipal Authority would be discussing the Hillendale project and public water.  Mr. Shelton submitted a Conditional Use application for public water for the Forge Hill Subdivision.  A hearing date has not been set, at the applicant’s request, because he is waiting for the Municipal Authority to make a decision regarding public water for the Hillendale development, which abuts the proposed Forge Hill development.  Mr. Shelton stated he will be asking that a hearing date be set.  He was told that the Municipal Authority would be discussing public water for the Hillendale development at their next meeting, but they were not sure that a decision would be made at that time.   

Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Anthony moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 A.M. Mrs. Moser seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

East Brandywine Township

