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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Tuesday, September 12, 2006
7:30 AM

 

 

Those in Attendance:
Michael Corbin, Chairman

Gerald Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chairman

David Summers, Treasurer
Joseph Anthony, Secretary 

Sandra Moser, Member

 

 

 

Also in Attendance:
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

John Spangler, Municipal Authority Solicitor
Joseph Boldaz, Municipal Authority Engineer

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

 

 

The Municipal Authority met on Tuesday, September 12, 2006 at the East Brandywine Fire Company.  There were ten visitors present.  Mr. Corbin called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M.  

 

Minutes: August 8, 2006
 

Mr. Corbin asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Summers made a motion to approve the August 8, 2006 minutes as presented.  Mr. Anthony seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

 

Treasurer’s Report

 

Mrs. Smedley read the Treasurer’s Report for August/September 2006.  The Municipal Authority account balance as of August 7, 2006 was $29,045.72.  Mrs. Smedley stated that residents within the Guthriesville Sewer District were sent reimbursement checks for a portion of their sewer tapping fees because of a DCED grant received in the amount of $10,000 to help defray those costs.  Mr. Anthony made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of the bills.  Mr. Kirkpatrick seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote.  

 

Request to Postpone Sewer Connection – 1200 Horseshoe Pike

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Ulrich were present at the meeting.  The Ulrich’s are requesting an extension of the time to connect their apartment building on Horseshoe Pike to the sewer system.  They have submitted a demolition permit to East Brandywine Township for the building.  The Historic Commission will meet on October 11th in order to review the application and make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors.  The Board of Supervisors will consider the application at their November 15th meeting.  Mr. Ulrich stated that he would be connecting Joe Burn’s Beverage within the requested 60-day time period and has also agreed to pay the tapping fee for the apartment building units (5 EDUs in all) in order to reserve the sewer capacity allocated to the building.  Mr. Ulrich was asked if he had an intended use for the property.  He said he had no immediate plans for the property.  Mr. Corbin made a motion to approve the Ulrich’s request to postpone sewer connection for the property with the stipulation that they attend the December 12th Municipal Authority meeting to update them on the status of the property so a final decision can be made about the sewer connections.  Mrs. Moser seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Request to Postpone Payment of Sewer Tapping Fees – 1193 Horseshoe Pike

 

Mr. Piersol sent a letter dated August 7, 2006 to the property owners, Mr. and Mrs. Verma stating that the Municipal Authority did not grant their request for an extension of time to connect their four properties to the sewage collection system.  Mr. Verma was notified that he had 30 days from receipt of the letter to complete the installation of the four required sewer connections, and abandon the existing septic disposal system on the property.  Mr. Piersol reported that the certified letter sent to Mr. Verma was returned to the Township as unclaimed. A copy of the letter sent first class mail was not returned so it is presumed that Mr. Verma did receive this and does have a copy of this letter.  Failure to make the connection was a violation of the Second Class Township Code.  Mr. Spangler will file a municipal lien against the property later this week.  
Applecross Development (AKA Overlook Road Farm)

 

The applicant is proposing to build a combination of single family homes, carriage homes, and townhouses for a total of 655 units on both the north and south side of East Reeceville Road.  The plan also shows an 18-hole Jack Nicholas-designed golf course with a clubhouse.  The property encompasses approximately 621.74 acres of land, comprised of 307.58 acres north of East Reeceville Road and 314.16 acres south of East Reeceville Road.  The southern portion of the proposed development is a 310 acre tract located in the R-2 Zoning district and proposes single family homes on individual lots and approximately half of the golf course.  The portion of the property north of East Reeceville Road was granted preliminary plan approval in March of 2004.  

 

The “North Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-3 Residential Zoning District in conjunction with the Settlement Agreement dated April 1, 2004. The “South Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-2 Residential Zoning District. The project is proposed to be constructed in five phases.  

 

Ray Grochowski, Tony Sabatini, John Curtin, Tina DeLuca, Fred Ebert and Theresa Lemley Esq., attended the meeting on behalf of Pulte Homes.  In that regard, Mr. Grochowski updated the Authority members on the following topics: 

 
Intermunicipal Agreement

Last week, Mr. Grochowski provided a revised version of the Intermunicipal Agreement for the Board and Supervisors and Municipal Authority to review.  The revisions were based on comments from the West Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors and West Brandywine Township Municipal Authority.  In addition, to the modified Agreement, the community center flows were added. The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors and Municipal Authority were asked to provide their comments on the updated Agreement to Mr. Spangler who will incorporate them into the document. 
The West Brandywine Township Supervisors do not want East Brandywine Township to be able to lien properties in West Brandywine Township for non-payment of the sewer bills.  In addition, rather than paying a calendar quarter (three months) in advance they would like to be billed monthly.  Mr. Grochowski stated that Pulte will agree  to escrow funds equal to a quarterly payment, between $30,000 and $40,000, to provide East Brandywine Township’s requested quarter-in-advance funding, in the event that West Brandywine Township defaulted on their payment.  
Under the proposed Agreement, there will be one flow meter used for the West Brandywine Township flows.  Pulte Homes will own the meter; West Brandywine Township will maintain it and East Brandywine Township will be responsible for its calibration.
The Municipal Authority had some questions about the proposed Agreement including the provision that West Brandywine Township will be responsible for selecting the “software.”  Mr. Ebert stated that the software is used to only transmit data – this data can’t be altered.  He can arrange for the data to be transmitted to both East Brandywine Township and to West Brandywine Township.  Although West Brandywine Township can select the software, East Brandywine Township will be able to approve the selection.  
It was also noted that under the proposed Agreement, East Brandywine Township Municipal Authority has the ability to increase fees in West Brandywine Township based on operating costs, but can’t charge their residents for capital costs associated with an expansion of the treatment plant to accommodate “Non-West Brandywine flows”.    

Mr. Boldaz was asked by the Authority to provide a comparison of the influent characteristics and limitations between East and West Brandywine Townships per their respective ordinances.  He will do so for the next meeting.  
Sewage Facilities Planning Module

 

Mr. Grochowski reported that he has received verbal approval from PADEP for the Sewage Facilities Planning Module and is still waiting for formal notice of approval.  A PADEP representative will be going out to the Overlook Road Farm property on September 18th to inventory the existing American Holly bushes, which is apparently what is delaying approval of the Sewage Facilities Planning Module.  

Mr. Boldaz stated that in discussion at PADEP on August 10th, it was stated that the Pulte Sewage Facilities Planning Module did not include drip irrigation.  Mr. Ebert said that information wasn’t correct and he would call Donna Ulan Smith  of PADEP to discuss this with her.   
 

Reactor Building Classification
In the August 3, 2006 Schoor DePalma letter  to Pulte regarding the explosion hazard classification of the reactor building reference is made to NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) 820 Standard for Fire Protection in Wastewater Treatment and Collection Facilities, Table 5.2, Row 7 for Sequencing Batch Reactors and Row 6c for Primary Sedimentation Tanks.  According to this table, it appears that the Reactor Building is to be classified as Class I, Group D, Division 2 at the explosion hazard limits set forth in Figure A-3-2 which is from the interior of the tank from the minimum operating water surface to the top of the tank wall; 18 includes above the tank wall and extending 18 inches beyond the exterior wall; 18 inches above grade extending 10 feet horizontally from the exterior of the tank walls.  

This equipment modification will potentially have a significant design and cost impact on mechanical and electrical installations as well as operator safety issues.  At the last Municipal Authority meeting, Mr. Boldaz asked Mr. Ebert to contact NFPA to get their determination on how they would classify the treatment plant.  

Mr. Ebert contacted the NFPA and asked that they provide a written interpretation of the classification of the reactor building.  He was told that NFPA will not provide a determination or strict interpretation of the code as it relates to this specific application.  They stated that they could only provide guidelines and guidance of the code for interpretation by local officials.  They indicated that Mr. Ebert provided a case for his interpretation that the influent pump station and influent equalization tank meet the intent of primary sedimentation tanks.  As a compromise Mr. Ebert proposes to install explosion proof motors on the mixers in the center of the tank.  Mr. Boldaz has reviewed Mr. Ebert’s August 23rd letter discussing this issue, and agrees with Mr. Ebert’s assessment and recommendation.   
Odor Control System
Mr. Grochowski stated that he plans to have a state-of-the-art odor control system installed for the entire reactor building.  He explained that he decided to install an upgraded system because of concerns that if odors were detected using the previously proposed system, it would be hard to upgrade.  This system has two carbon units and is designed to allow for air changes 6 times per hour.
Tapping Fee for the Applecross Development

Mr. Grochowski provided a spread sheet showing project costs and cost for additional sewage facilities infrastructure for the Municipal Authority to review.  He suggested that costs for the single homes, townhouses and active adult community be based on a per gallon basis, rather than per edu (equivalent dwelling unit).  He asked that Mr. Boldaz and the Municipal Authority review the spreadsheet and provide comments.  
Preliminary Earthmoving Agreement

Mr. Spangler stated that he wanted to make sure that the needs of the Municipal Authority were accommodated with relation to the Earthmoving Agreement.  The Municipal Authority is depending on construction of the golf course in order to dispose of effluent from the sewage treatment plant.  Mr. Spangler stated that if the golf course were not built, or if there were changes in the project, it could affect the treatment plant.  The applicant’s attorney has indicated that Section 509(a) of the Municipalities Planning Code allows certain earthmoving activities and erosion controls associated with those activities prior to obtaining final plan approval.  
It was asked that the Applicant make sure that the drip area wasn’t disturbed as part of the earthmoving activities and that, if for some reason the project doesn’t move forward, it won’t compromise the Municipal Authority’s use of the area.  The Municipal Authority would like to make sure their interests are protected, since certain assumptions have been made by the Authority based on their ability to dispose of effluent on the golf course.  Mr.Grochowski said that he wasn’t in a position to encumber the property with those stipulations.  Ms. Lemley asked that Mr. Spangler draft language for Pulte and their attorneys to review to see if it is acceptable to both parties.  
Mr. Boldaz was asked if spray irrigation would be compromised by the proposed earthmoving.  Mr. Boldaz doesn’t think it will be compromised since the entire spray field will be imported soil. He recommends that any subsurface discharge areas be protected from any earthmoving activities. 
Effluent Disposal Soil Testing
Mr. Boldaz reviewed correspondence dated September 1st and provided the following comments:

1. Depth to groundwater from a single monitoring event during the end of the summer was used throughout the report.  The Consultant should provide additional information to account for seasonal high groundwater levels, typically in April.

2. Slug tests were used to determine hydraulic characteristics of the shallow aquifer.  More representative tests should be used to determine hydraulic characteristics.

3. The ratio between the vertical and radial conductivity of the shallow aquifer is inconsistent.  Justification of the modeling assumptions should be provided.

4. The calculated mound height in disposal area B does not meet PADEP minimum clearance requirements.

Mr. Boldaz will review his comments with the applicant’s engineer to resolve the outstanding issues in his review letter.  
Sewer Connection and Reservation Agreement

Mr. Summers suggested adding that any refunds made under this Sewer Connection and Reservation Agreement should be without interest, and also suggested adding a clause where the Municipal Authority can charge an administrative fee for certain services.  Messrs. Spangler, Piersol and Summers will work on revising the Agreement.  With those changes the Municipal Authority will plan to adopt the Agreement at next month’s meeting. 

Water Availability/Average Year Calculations
Mr. Sabatini provided Mr. Boldaz with a revised irrigation spreadsheet for the golf course and a spreadsheet to show the Guthriesville sewer district flows and need for obtaining public water for golf course watering.  He did not include information from the K. Hovnanian or Gambone properties since they will be built well after the golf course is constructed. The Municipal Authority still isn’t certain when the Guthriesville flows will be diverted to the Applecross plant, but would like to accomplish this as soon as possible.  
K. Hovnanian 

The applicant is proposing to build 287 dwelling units on a 140.458 acre lot located at the southeast corner of Bollinger Road and Horseshoe Pike. The lot is being developed under the R-3 Zoning District requirements per a settlement agreement that has not been finalized.  The net tract acreage is 130.258 acres.  The lots will be served by public water and sewer.
The applicant submitted revised copies of the preliminary plan for the Township to review on August 9th.   Mr. Boldaz provided an August 21st Sanitary Sewer Design Review letter and an September 1, 2006 review of the Sanitary Sewer Soil Testing for the Municipal Authority and applicant to review.  These issues will be discussed at a later Municipal Authority meeting.   
Hillendale 

 
The applicant submitted a wastewater alternative evaluation on July 12th.  In response to that evaluation Mr. Boldaz asked for additional information which was provided in Mr. Hudson correspondence of August 28th.  

1. The Hillendale project design anticipates the use of drip disposal.  There is no proposed disinfection proposed. Although disinfection is not proposed, if the Municipal Authority required it, the method will be the same for all three treatment system alternatives.  Because of the presence of fecal coliform in the shallow groundwater and because the drip irrigation beds are within 380 feet of the East Branch of the Brandywine Creek, Mr. Boldaz recommends that the applicant provide some form of effluent disinfection.
2. DEP has advised that the design flow based on 3 and 4 bedroom units should be 262.5 gpdu (gallons per day per dwelling unit).  A design flow of 337.5 gpd will be used for 5 bedroom units.  The treatment plant’s design capacity will be 55,387.5 gpd.  The treatment plant will be designed based on 262.5 gpd and the disposal field will be designed based on the higher flow (61,387.5 gpd).   
3. The plant has been shifted from its proposed location and will now be at least 300 ft. from the closest home.

4. Mr. Hudson stated that certain equipment can be installed in a manner to control odors and noise from the plant.  Some of his suggestions were enclosing the entire treatment system in a building, providing an alternate mechanical unit/mixer system for aeration and buffering the treatment system with vegetation or berms for noise control. The applicant is considering a Cam D system, but it was noted that this might create additional noise.  It is less expensive to construct, but operating costs are higher. Mr. Hudson was asked if there were any treatment plants in the area using the Cam D aeration system.  He stated that there was one in a town approximately 45 miles north of Harrisburg.  Mr. Boldaz will try to arrange for a tour of that treatment plant.  

5. Mr. Boldaz suggested that the applicant provide duplicate treatment units for the entire treatment process.  Mr. Hudson said that the system can be designed to maintain operation in the event of failures without providing a complete duplicate treatment train.  He stated that the major mechanical equipment such as pumps and blowers will be provided as a duplicate system with one operating and one on standby.  Also, spare parts and in some cases, replacement electrical and mechanical components can be provided, and emergency operating procedures can be established to maintain flow while repairs are made.  This will need further review by Schoor DePalma.
6. It has yet to be decided if any or all of the treatment plant will need to be explosion proof.  

7. There are two pump stations in the development.  Mr. Hudson was asked to make sure that the roads were constructed in order to be able to handle the truck traffic to and from the treatment plant and pump stations.  

8. The Municipal Authority asked that in the design process the applicant considers how the treatment plant and pump stations will look. They would not like to see concrete utility buildings on the site.

9. The Municipal Authority agreed that the applicant should pursue construction of an SBR Reactor, similar to the one at the Applecross Treatment Plant. 
Mr. Boldaz provided a review letter dated September 1, 2006 on the Sanitary Sewer Utility Plans. Mr. Boldaz will discuss this letter and other outstanding issues regarding the treatment plant with Mr. Hudson.
Sewer Odor Issues

 

Mr. Boldaz stated that he visited the influent station at Little Washington Treatment Plant recently and he did not see odor control “socks” in place.  According to Mr. Alan Roth from Aqua Pennsylvania, these “socks” have been installed.  Mr. Piersol and Mr. Boldaz will visit the influent station after this meeting to see if they have been installed.

Mr. Piersol stated that he spoke to a resident from Timbers Development approximately two weeks ago who stated there were still odors coming from the Little Washington treatment plant.  Mr. Piersol asked him to monitor the dates and times when he notices odors and provide a log for the Township to review.  He also spoke to Ms. Nancy Frame from the development who has also noticed odors coming from the treatment plant.  

 

Hide-A-Way Farms Pump and Haul Permit
In a Schoor DePalma letter dated August 30th regarding an inspection of the pump and haul facilities the facilities appeared to be in general compliance with the pump and haul plan with the exception of a security fence.  This fence has since been installed and has been inspected by School DePalma and Yerkes. Mr. Corbin reminded Mr. Cooke that Southdown needed to keep a log of inspections and pumping per conditions of the PADEP approval.  The permit stated that pumping needs to be done three times a week.  This can’t be done at present because only the sample house is connected to the sewer system.  Mr. Boldaz stated that the applicant isn’t in violation of their permit, but Mr. Cooke should call PADEP to make them aware that pumping won’t be done on the outlined schedule until a sufficient number of houses are connected to the sewer system.  
Guthriesville Pump Station

 

Mr. VanLew provided a daily log from August for the pump station.  Mr. Piersol stated that Mr. Mike Honan from Rouse/Chamberlin has offered to put a camera in areas of the sewer where the infiltration/inflow problem is suspected.  Mr. Corbin suggested that he look at the area that originally had the infiltration problem.  Mr. Boldaz stated that if the two above ideas don’t work, he would suggest that the Municipal Authority conduct a nighttime inspection of flows at a manhole during rainfall.  He thinks this is probably the best way to pinpoint the infiltration problem.  Messrs. Piersol, VanLew and Boldaz will discuss this issue.   
Watters/Spence Property

Mr. Corbin stated that at some point the applicant will need to sign the sewer reservation agreement and set a date to decommission the existing treatment plant.  Mr. Piersol will be sending Ross Unruh, Esq., the applicant’s attorney, a letter requesting the above information and also discussing other issues related to their proposed land development applications.
Rouse/Chamberlin Conditional Use Application

Rouse/Chamberlin Homes has submitted a conditional use application to be able to connect the Dilworth Tract to public water.  The Municipal Authority will provide their comments on this application at their October meeting.

Status of Guthriesville Sewer System Connections

Mr. Piersol provided a list of locations not currently connected to the sewer system and the status of those properties.  

Other Business

Mrs. Smedley reported that Robert George from Gloucester Drive has called regarding connection to the proposed Applecross Sewage Treatment Plant.  According to Mr. George, residents on Gloucester Drive have numerous septic system failures. At present there is no sewage treatment capacity to connect these residents.  In addition, the Municipal Authority will be developing criteria for connection to the sewer treatment plant once the plant is constructed and it is determined how much excess capacity will be available.  Mr. Kirkpatrick will draft a letter to be sent to Mr. George regarding his interest.  
Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Summers moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 A.M. Mr. Anthony seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 
The Municipal Authority adjourned to Executive Session to discuss the Applecross Treatment Plant Tapping Fees.

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

East Brandywine Township

