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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Tuesday, May 8, 2007
7:30 AM

 

 

Those in Attendance:
Michael Corbin, Chairman

Gerald Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chairman

David Summers, Treasurer
Joseph Anthony, Secretary

Sandra Moser, Member
Also in Attendance:
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager
Matthew V. VanLew, Roadmaster

John Spangler, Esq., Municipal Authority Solicitor
Joseph Boldaz, Municipal Authority Engineer

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

 

 

The Municipal Authority met on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 at the East Brandywine Township Municipal Building.  There were seven visitors present.  Mr. Corbin called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M.  

Minutes: April 10, 2007
 

Mr. Corbin asked if there were additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Kirkpatrick made a motion to approve the April 10, 2007 minutes as presented.  Mrs. Moser seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

 

Treasurer’s Report

 
Mrs. Smedley reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and Account Balance as of May 8, 2007.  It was noted that one property in the Hopewell Subdivision is going to be offered for Sheriff’s Sale and that municipal claims have also been filed on the Redden, Harper and Paynic properties.  Mr. Kirkpatrick made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of the bills.  Mr. Anthony seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Sewer Connection Updates

Mrs. Smedley provided the following update on connections to the Guthriesville Sewer District.  

Timothy Miller – Mr. Miller has agreed to connect to the sewer system no later than June 1, 2007.

Craig and Lauri Saunders –The Sanders are in the process of connecting. 
Guthriesville Service Center – Tapping fee paid.  The owner is in the process of selling the property.

Verma – Mr. Spangler has filed a municipal lien.

Joe Burns Beverage – Mr. Ulrich will attend the July Municipal Authority meeting to discuss the proposed use for his property.

Wawa/DiGiamberardino Property – Wawa’s attorney has agreed to pay the tapping fee for the property.  A formal letter will be sent by the Township requesting payment of the tapping fee.  

Hillendale Development

Southdown Homes is proposing the construction of a 149-lot single-family and 59-lot townhouse development known as Hillendale.  The site is located in the R-1 Residential District and Mobile Home Park Overlay Zoning District.  The preliminary plans have been prepared in accordance with a settlement agreement signed on November 4, 2004.  The development is located adjacent to Creek Road.  Access to the site is proposed from both Township Road and Creek Road.  All roads are to be dedicated to the Township.  All roads are residential streets, except Road “B”, which is classified as a main collector.  

On-site wastewater collection and treatment is proposed as well as an on-site community drip irrigation system.  Two pumping stations and one treatment facility are proposed.  The project will likely be served by public water.  

Main Extension and Service Agreement

Mr. Tim Townes from J. Loew and Associates provided four copies of the Main Extension and Service Agreement for execution.  The Municipal Authority would like Mr. Spangler to review it one final time prior to execution.  Mr. Summers made a motion to approve execution of the Main Extension and Service Agreement pending final review and approval by Mr. Spangler.  Mrs. Moser seconded the motion with all voting Aye.
Mr. Townes said that Hillendale representatives have met with representative of the company that will do the boring under the East Branch of the Brandywine Creek.  There will be one boring pit adjacent to Rt. 282 going into the development.  The machine will be placed in such a way as to protect environmentally sensitive areas.  According to Mr. Townes, there should be no open cuts in the trench.  Mr. Boldaz will discuss the plan with the applicant’s engineer, E.B. Walsh.
Sewer Facility Sewer Improvement Agreement and Sanitary Sewer Facility Lease and Operating Agreement

These Agreements have been provided to the Municipal Authority, Mr. Spangler and Mr. Boldaz for their review.  Mr. Spangler will be discussing these documents with the applicant’s attorney tomorrow.
Part II Permit

Mr. Boldaz is reviewing the Part II permit and expects to provide comments shortly.  The pump station plan review isn’t finalized because Mr. Boldaz is concentrating on the treatment plant design.
Sewage Facilities Planning Module
PADEP had asked the applicant to consider issues regarding the adjacent Mt. Idy Mobile Home Park and the location and condition of the sewage disposal systems of the mobile home park.  Mt. Idy has withdrawn their land development application for their property.  It is the Municipal Authority’s intention to withdraw the Mt. Idy Sewage Facilities Planning Module.  It was noted that the Hillendale Treatment Plant and the disposal beds are not designed to treat Mt. Idy’s sewage.  The Municipal Authority agreed that if Mt. Idy has sewage issues it is up to their ownership to resolve.  The Municipal Authority is not aware of any reported problems with Mt. Idy’s existing system.  If Mt. Idy were to connect to the sewer system, they would be financially responsible for any and all expansion of the sewage treatment plant or disposal beds, as well as consulting, legal and other fees associated with affecting the hook-up.  Mrs. Moser stated that Mt. Idy withdrew their land development in part because of outstanding issues with steep slopes and wells.  The Municipal Authority does not want to see delays in constructing the Hillendale sewage treatment plant because of issues PA DEP may have with Mt. Idy’s system.
Applecross Development (AKA Overlook Road Farm)

 

The applicant is proposing to build a combination of single family homes, carriage homes, and townhouses for a total of 655 units on both the north and south side of East Reeceville Road.  The plan also shows an 18-hole Jack Nicholas-designed golf course with a clubhouse.  The property encompasses approximately 621.74 acres of land, comprised of 307.58 acres north of East Reeceville Road and 314.16 acres south of East Reeceville Road.  The southern portion of the proposed development is a 310 acre tract located in the R-2 Zoning District and proposes single family homes on individual lots and approximately half of the golf course.  The portion of the property north of East Reeceville Road was granted preliminary plan approval in March of 2004.  
The “North Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-3 Residential Zoning District in conjunction with the Settlement Agreement dated April 1, 2004. The “South Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-2 Residential Zoning District. The project is proposed to be constructed in five phases.  The applicant received final plan approval, with conditions, for Phase 1 of the development on November 2, 2006.  

John Curtin, Tony Sabatini, Joseph Riper, Esq. and Theresa Lemley, Esq. attended the meeting on behalf of the applicant.   

Cash Escrow Agreement for Developer’s Project Sewer Improvement and Sewage Facilities Financial Security Agreement
Mr. Curtin provided the Escrow Agreements for the Authority consideration.  Mr. Spangler will review the agreements prior to the Municipal Authority executing the Agreements.  Mr. Spangler would also like to review the letters of credit prior to execution of the Agreements.  

Mr. Curtin stated that Developer’s Project Sewer Improvement and Sewage Facilities Financial Security Agreement Exhibit B, which was a schedule for future phases, has been removed as an exhibit.  He said that since he wasn’t certain about timing for the phases, Pulte wanted to avoid possible binding effects from the exhibit.  

Mr. Spangler said that he would review the documents this evening so they can be signed within the next several days.  Mr. Summers made a motion to approve executing the above Agreements pending a final review by Mr. Spangler.  Mr. Anthony seconded the motion with all voting Aye.   

Intermunicipal Sewer Service Agreement and Second Addendum to the Construction and Operations Agreement
A work meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 9, 2007 between members of the Authority, Township and Pulte Homes to discuss outstanding issues related to these agreements.  

Weaver Tract
The applicant is proposing to build 273 units (184 total 35’ wide units and 89 total 40’ wide units).  The subdivision is on a 140.458 acre lot located at the southeast corner of Bollinger Road and Horseshoe Pike.  The lot is being developed under the R-3 Zoning District requirements per a settlement agreement.  The Settlement Agreement with the Township was approved on November 2, 2006. The net tract acreage is 130.367 acres.  The lots will utilize public water via an 8-inch diameter CLDIP water main.  A Water Availability Letter was provided by Aqua Pennsylvania, dated December 1, 2005.

Sewage will be treated offsite in the Applecross treatment plant and the treated effluent will either be disposed of on-site in subsurface systems or off-site where the sewage is treated.  Schoor DePalma, Engineers and Consultants, is reviewing the sanitary sewer design.  The applicant indicated that the completed package for the Sewage Facilities Planning Module was submitted on February 2, 2007.  The application package to the Chester County Conservation District was submitted under separate cover.  The size of the disposal fields was increased from 8.47 acres to 11.35 acres to provide sufficient capacity to accommodate a reduction in the application rates.  Consequently, 13 lots were eliminated along the site’s frontage of Bollinger Road, reducing the total to 273 proposed lots.  

Mr. Boldaz stated that Schoor DePalma has completed their review of the final land development plan relating to the gravity sewer collection system dated April 19, 2007.  
The changes in the plans appear to be generally in accordance with the East Brandywine Township Municipal Authority standard specifications.  Mr Boldaz believes that all previous outstanding comments with respect to the gravity sewer line have been properly addressed with the exception of the submission of an electronic copy of the water and sewer maps.  He is recommending that the Authority approve the plans with respect to construction.  
At last month’s meeting there was discussion as to whether the Gambone development would connect to the sewer system through the Weaver Tract or through the Pulte Development.  Mr. Boldaz will look into this.  

As a condition of final plan approval, the Municipal Authority would like K. Hovnanian to sign the Sewer Reservation Agreement for their development.  Since the Applecross Treatment Plant is being sized for not only the Applecross development, but also the K. Hovnanian and Gambone developments, the Authority wants assurance that the developers will be financially responsible for their pro-rata share of the treatment plant.  
Sewer Odor Issues

Mr. Piersol reported that the East Brandywine Fire Company has a VRae Gas Monitor they no longer use due to the cost of repairing the unit. They are willing to part with the unit, which has been replaced with a smaller monitoring device.

Pine Environmental Services, Inc. provided a proposal for repair of the cell of this unit. Mr. Piersol spoke with Karen DeFazio from Schoor DePalma about this proposal.  For the Authority’s purposes, we would need two filters ($6 for both), calibration and installation ($120), and Mr. Piersol recommends replacement of the H2S cell for $195. H2S is the gas the Authority has been monitoring at the Little Washington Wastewater Treatment Plant while tracking odors.  

Mr. Piersol is requesting the Authority’s consideration of an expenditure of not more than $356 to repair this unit.  As a comparison, we rented a similar unit for $500 for one month.  

The Authority felt that acquisition and repair of  the monitor would be helpful not only in determining the root cause of the odor problems near the Little Washington Wastewater Treatment Plant, but would also be helpful if other odor issues arise in the future.  Mrs. Moser made a motion to authorize the expenditure of not more than $356 for refurbishing the VRae Gas Monitor.  Mr. Summers seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
EDU Request from East Brandywine Baptist Church

In response to the East Brandywine Baptist Church request for sewer capacity, Mr. Piersol sent a letter requesting additional information about the Church and it’s current and proposed uses.  He asked them to provide an estimate of their present sewage flows, the area of the existing building, as well as additional details on the proposed future expansion of the building.  The Church was also asked to provide a timeframe for expansion and the proposed need for public sewer in written form.  To date there has been no response from the Church.

An agreement between the Community College and Municipal Authority provides that any excess capacity in the treatment system, other than approximately 1,200 gallons for the Township’s use in an emergency, shall be reserved solely for the benefit of the College.  Mr. Piersol contacted Tony DeLuca, Facilities Manager for the Delaware County Community College.  They discussed the fact that the sewer plant currently has excess capacity available.  Mr. DeLuca will gather information to discuss the possibility of allocating a portion of the excess capacity for the use of the Church.  

Mr. Piersol was asked where the Church would most likely connect to the system.  He said that possibly at Manhole 1, near 101 and 103 Waring Drive or Manhole 17, which is in front of the College and would be a gravity system.  The Township would have to approve the contractors doing the work and the Church might need an easement from the Community College.  The Authority would prefer to see a gravity system, rather than the use of a grinder pump.  

Guthriesville Pump Station

 

Mr. Boldaz and Mr. VanLew will try to coordinate an inspection of the manholes and sewer line flows during a rain event, to identify possible areas of significant inflow and infiltration.
Guthriesville Sewer Capacity

Karen DeFazio from Schoor DePalma is trying to determine how much of the sewer capacity is used and how much is still available for the Guthriesville Sewer District.  The Authority should have additional information prior to the next Authority meeting.
Sewage Management Proposals

Mr. Piersol has reviewed the Sewage Management proposals provided by Schoor DePalma and Yerkes Associates.  Mr. Summers suggested that at least initially, the inspection program be kept simple such as looking for visual cues like excessive moisture or problem with baffles when inspecting septic systems.  Mr. Piersol stated that the surface inspection program could be expanded if necessary, sometime in the future.   The proposed prices provided by both firms are comparable.  A final decision should be made shortly.  Once the program starts, information will be sent to homeowners so they aware of their responsibilities.  Mr. Piersol is currently working on a plan to track information informing residents when their septic system inspections are due and the results of those inspections. 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items
Mr. Corbin asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were none.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Summers moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 A.M. Mr. Kirkpatrick seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer                             
