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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Tuesday, January 9, 2007
7:30 AM

 

 

Those in Attendance:
Michael Corbin, Chairman

Gerald Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chairman

David Summers, Treasurer
Joseph Anthony, Secretary 

Absent: 

Sandra Moser, Member

 

Also in Attendance:
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager
John Spangler, Municipal Authority Solicitor
Joseph Boldaz, Municipal Authority Engineer

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

 

 

The Municipal Authority met on Tuesday, January 9, 2007 at the East Brandywine Fire Company.  There were eight visitors present.  Mr. Corbin called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M.  

Minutes: December, 2006

 

Mr. Corbin asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Anthony made a motion to approve the December 12, 2006 minutes as presented.  Mr. Kirkpatrick seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

 

Treasurer’s Report

 

Mrs. Smedley read the Treasurer’s Report for December 2006/January 2007 2006.  The Municipal Authority account balance as of January 8, 2007 was $67,707.77.  Mr. Kirkpatrick made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of the bills.  Mr. Anthony seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote.  

 

Sewer Connection Updates

Mrs. Smedley provided the following update on connections to the Guthriesville Sewer District.  

Timothy Miller –A certified letter was sent requesting Mr. Miller connect to sewer system.  To date, he hasn’t responded.  Mr. Corbin stated that if Mr. Miller doesn’t respond by the next Municipal Authority meeting then further action should be taken.  
Craig and Lauri Saunders –The Sanders are in the process of obtaining quotes to connect to the sewer systems.  

Brandywine Country Living – This connection is completed.

Guthriesville Service Center – Tapping fee paid.  The owner is in the process of trying to sell the property.

Joyce Fling/John Neff – Fling home is connected.  Barn is not connected yet.
Sunoco –Will connect to sewer system prior to issuance of U & O for their new building
Verma – Mr. Spangler has filed a municipal lien.

Joe Burns Beverage – Connection completed for Beverage Store.  
Township Municipal Complex – Will connect prior to issuance of U & O.

Rouse/Chamberlin – Will connect at a future date.

John Wright – This connection is completed.  

Mr. Steven Ulrich, owner of Joe Burn’s Beverage attended the meeting to discuss the 5 EDUs he has reserved for 1200 Horseshoe Pike.  The connection for Joe Burns Beverage is complete.  Mr. Ulrich has an approved demolition permit for the building at 1200 Horseshoe Pike and has tentatively scheduled to have work commence by May of 2007.  At that time he will have a better sense of how the additional EDUs might be used, but he had several questions.  He asked if the EDUs were released, would they be available at some future date. The Municipal Authority stated that it cannot guarantee that EDUs will be available in the future.  Mr. Ulrich then asked if he could use the same lateral for connecting new EDUs to the existing lateral/EDU for Joe Burns Beverage.  The Authority note that Lateral hook-up and EDUs are situationally dependant and that Mr. Ulrich will need to discuss this with Mr. Boldaz.  Mr. Ulrich also inquired about how the number of EDUs would be determined if he were to expand his existing business or build offices on the second floor of the existing beverage store.  Mr. Boldaz stated that he could give Mr. Ulrich some general guidelines, but suggested that when Mr. Ulrich has a final plan he should have his engineer submit EDU calculations to be reviewed.  The Municipal Authority unanimously agreed to extend the time for Mr. Ulrich to use his EDUs for 180 days.  They did ask that he provide an update to them in April.  Mr. Ulrich agreed to do this.  
Hillendale Development

Southdown Homes is proposing the construction of a 149-lot single-family and 59-lot townhouse development known as Hillendale.  The site is located in the R-1 Residential District and Mobile Home Park Overlay Zoning District.  The preliminary plans have been prepared in accordance with a settlement agreement signed on November 4, 2004.  The development is located adjacent to Creek Road.  Access to the site is proposed from both Township Road and Creek Road.  All roads are to be dedicated to the Township.  All roads are residential streets, except Road “B”, which is classified as a main collector.  
On-site wastewater collection and treatment is proposed as well as an on-site community drip irrigation system.  Two pumping stations and one treatment facility are proposed.  The project will likely be served by public water.  

Public Water Discussion

Mr. Jack Loew, Mr. Tim Townes and Mr. Earl Cooke from J. Loew and Associates attended the meeting to discuss public water for this property.  Mr. Townes provided a letter from Aqua Pennsylvania dated January 5, 2007 that discusses fire supply options including placing a booster pump at the entrance of the Hillendale development.  
In the letter of January 5, 2007, Joseph Thurwanger, Senior Project Engineer for Aqua Pennsylvania stated that Aqua’s modeling and calculations indicated the horsepower requirements for the proposed booster pump.  Those calculations show that the water velocity in an 8-inch line is 7 fps (feet per second) for the 1,000 gpm flow rate, which exceeds their 5 fps design limit for in-pipe water velocity.  Aqua’s letter further states that a velocity of 7 fps has the strong potential to create pressure surge problems in Hillendale after a fire event or a hydrant flow test, primarily as the hydrants are being closed.  They indicated that the 7 fps velocity on the long suction line across the Brandywine Creek to the pump system may impair the efficiency of the pump operation.  As a result of these factors, Aqua Pennsylvania engineers indicate that a 12” line is required across the Brandywine Creek and up to the spine of the development.  
Another option discussed at last month’s meeting was using an 8” main in conjunction with installing sprinkler systems in certain homes since a flow of only 500 gpm would be needed in such cases.  Mr. Townes stated that the additional cost for a single family home would be $6,000 and $4,500 for the townhouses.  Mr. Townes stated that the developer would not be willing to bear such a cost, and as a result, the costs would be passed on to the new homeowners.  No other options were evaluated.  Mr. Lowe and Mr. Townes asked that the Authority approve using the 12” line to provide water to the development.   
Mr. Corbin stated that the Authority and Mr. Boldaz only received the January 2007 letter from Aqua Pennsylvania on the prior Friday and had not had time to review and evaluate the information.  Mr. Corbin suggested that the Authority and Mr. Boldaz review the information and discuss it at the next meeting.  Mr. Townes stated that there are time constraints with moving ahead with the development.  Mr. Townes stated that developer still has to have the water provision plan reviewed by the Public Utility Commission and have certain obligations with regard to the purchase of the property met.   
Mr. Corbin repeated to the developer that the Authority needs to aggressively and thoroughly explore every option with regard to public water for the proposed development.  He stated that the Township and Authority had not planned on public water for that area of the Township, and that such plans were reflected in various township planning documents.  He stated that there are concerns that a 12-inch water line will “open the door” for uncontrolled future requests for public water.  Mr. Loew asked if the Authority would approve signing a franchise agreement with Aqua with the proviso that the size of the main would be resolved at a later date, so that the PUC could begin their review process.  The Authority members unanimously agreed that this issue needed to be resolved prior to the PUC review.  
Mr. Townes stated that the Main Extension Agreement that will be signed by Aqua Pennsylvania offers assurances that the 12” main will be used only to serve the Hillendale development.  It was pointed out that the Agreement has a limited life and will expire in several years.  Additionally, that the agreement was executed by the developer and Aqua of Pennsylvania, and did not include the Township.  Mr. Townes stated that a 12-inch main would be able to provide water to very few houses beyond the Hillendale development without the use of a tank or additional mechanical devices.  It was suggested by the developer that an additional agreement (or other mechanism) be considered that shall provide legal and physical assurance, in perpetuity, to prevent expansion of the Aqua franchise territory or extension of waterlines beyond this property, without the explicit authorization of East Brandywine Township and the East Brandywine Township Municipal Authority.  
Mr. Townes will provide a copy of the proposed draft Main Extension agreement for Mr. Spangler to review.  Mr. Spangler will discuss this with Bill Burke, the applicant’s attorney so that the Authority will have language to review prior to the next meeting.  In the meantime, Mr. Boldaz and the Authority will review the data provided by Aqua Pennsylvania in their January 5th letter.  Mr. Boldaz stated he would provide comments to the Authority prior to the next Municipal Authority meeting.  

Sewage Facility Planning Module
In a letter dated December 18, 2006 John Veneziale from PADEP noted that there is a mobile home park (Mt. Idy) near the Hillendale property.  He asked that the applicant verify the location and condition of the sewage disposal systems of the mobile home park and provide documentation that long-term sewage facilities for the mobile park will not be affected by the proposed adjacent development.  Mr. Townes stated that the sewage treatment plant is sized for the Hillendale property only; they have not considered Mt. Idy into their calculations.  The Municipal Authority agreed that there were no plans to treat Mt. Idy’s flows at the sewage treatment plant.
One of the comments provided in the PADEP letter addresses the ownership of the drip disposal facilities.  The Authority will own and maintain the drip fields.  Mr. Boldaz asked the developer to revise the Planning Module and consider the maintenance costs in their user fee calculations.  
Sewage Facility Equipment

At a meeting on December 1st Mr. Boldaz had discussions with Evans Mills Environmental regarding the wastewater treatment plant.  A dual reactor is not recommended by the developer.  The applicant is considering a single reactor using retrievable air diffusers. Aqua Aerobics is finalizing the concept design based on the December 1st meeting.  
Applecross Development (AKA Overlook Road Farm)

 

The applicant is proposing to build a combination of single family homes, carriage homes, and townhouses for a total of 655 units on both the north and south side of East Reeceville Road.  The plan also shows an 18-hole Jack Nicholas-designed golf course with a clubhouse.  The property encompasses approximately 621.74 acres of land, comprised of 307.58 acres north of East Reeceville Road and 314.16 acres south of East Reeceville Road.  The southern portion of the proposed development is a 310 acre tract located in the R-2 Zoning district and proposes single family homes on individual lots and approximately half of the golf course.  The portion of 

the property north of East Reeceville Road was granted preliminary plan approval in March of 2004.  
The “North Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-3 Residential Zoning District in conjunction with the Settlement Agreement dated April 1, 2004. The “South Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-2 Residential Zoning District. The project is proposed to be constructed in five phases.  The applicant received final plan approval, with conditions, for Phase 1 of the development on November 2, 2006.  

Ray Grochowski, John Curtin, Tony Sabatini, Fred Ebert, Joseph Riper, Esq., and Theresa Lemley, Esq. attended the meeting on behalf of the applicant.   
Mr. Grochowski stated that Mr. Riper provided a revised “Intermunicipal Sewer Service Agreement” and an “Addendum to the Sewer Construction Agreement with Respect to Developer’s Operating Deficit Obligations” for the Municipal Authority to review.  In addition, the applicant is working on two other agreements, those being escrows agreements for the residential improvements and another for the treatment plant construction.  A third agreement for road improvements will be submitted to the Township for review. Mr. Grochowski also mentioned that the Act 537 Plan needs to be amended to allow West Brandywine Township’s flows to be treated in East Brandywine Township and allow for East Brandywine Township’s flows to be disposed on the golf course driving range.  
Addendum to Sewer Construction Agreement with Respect to Developer’s Operating Deficit Obligations
Mr. Riper revised the agreement, which uses 75,000 gpd of effluent and two consecutive quarters without an operating deficit as the break even point and $4.50 per gallon of sewage flow as their stabilized sewer rental fee.  This is consistent with the Sewage Facilities Construction Agreement.  It was noted that the 75,000 gpd is a reasonable flow for stable operations since each treatment tank has a 100,000 gallon capacity.  He also added a requirement for a capital reserve contribution for equipment to the budget and reaffirmed Pulte’s commitment to extend the maintenance bond period for a period of 18 months after the 75,000 flow target is achieved. The primary purpose of the addendum is to establish a uniform user rate for those using the system during the deficit period and meet West Brandywine Township’s request.  He stated that hopefully flows from West Brandywine Township would be redirected before the deficit period is concluded.  
Mr. Boldaz and Mr. Ebert have discussed the stabilized rate and capital reserve contribution.  Mr. Boldaz provided comments to Mr. Ebert to review.  Mr. Ebert stated that he has complied with all Mr. Boldaz’s comments and has provided an up-to-date spread sheet to review.  He feels that he has presented a realistic budget and hopes that the Authority can take action on it at the next meeting.  
Mr. Riper was asked to clarify language in Paragraph 12 which states that “In the event, at any time after the commencement of the third calendar year of the Deficiency Period, the per gallon cost of treatment used to establish the Stabilized Sewer Rental Fee of $4.50 per gallon increased by more than 25%, the increased per gallon cost shall be used to reset the Stabilized Sewer Rental Fee.  Mr. Riper explained that the 25% increase triggers an increase using a formula outlined in the Addendum.  He stated that additional adjustments might be considered if there were additional increases of more than 10%.  Mr. Riper indicated that the Addendum is a final draft at this point and he will email a highlighted draft for review.   

Intermunicipal Agreement

Mr. Spangler stated that he does not have a copy of “Exhibit A” that is referenced in the Agreement.  Mr. Riper will send him a copy.

Mr. Riper stated that he would like to send the draft documents to West Brandywine Township for their review and comments.  Mr. Riper has received comments from Mr. Corbin and Mr. Kirkpatrick which he will incorporate in the draft.  The Authority agreed that the documents could be sent to West Brandywine Township. 
When the West Brandywine Township flows are redirected to the Coatesville treatment plant there may be a void in payments prior to additional East Brandywine Township homes connecting.  Mr. Riper was asked to address this in the agreement so that East Brandywine Township not be responsible for paying additional fees during this gap period.
Language will be added to the Indemnification clause of the Agreement that  addresses penalties if there is a violation of the effluent standards for the treatment plant, although it was pointed out that it might be difficult to determine the identify of specific offenders.  
The Authority was asked to forward any additional comments on the Agreement to Mr. Spangler as soon as possible so that it can be sent to West Brandywine Township for their review.  

Escrow Agreements
Mr. Grochowski stated that a pre-construction meeting needs to be scheduled.  This will be coordinated with Mr. Boldaz.  The Authority asked Mr. Boldaz to let them know when it is scheduled so that they or Mr. Piersol might attend if they wish to do so.
The East Brandywine Township’s flows to be disposed in deep recharge beds under the golf course driving range will be addressed in the escrow that will be established to construct the treatment plant.  Mr. Curtin stated that Mr. Ebert has a concept plan for the beds, but still needs to complete the design work.  This would be added to the escrow amount once the costs are developed.
The bids for the treatment plant have been received.  Based on the construction bids, Mr. Ebert per the Construction Agreement will prepare a spreadsheet to calculate EDU costs and will forward that information to the Township for review.  
PA DEP Correspondence of December 21, 2006
David Talley from PADEP provided correspondence that outlines several deficiencies in the Part II Sewage Facilities permit.  Mr. Ebert stated that he spoke with Mr. Talley and they have agreed on all of the items outlined in the letter except for item #7, which applies to the proposed groundwater monitoring program.  Mr. Ebert stated he is working on this.  It was noted that item #5 was resolved since this lagoon was eliminated.  Mr. Boldaz said that changes in items #1 through #6 have the potential to change the construction estimate, and therefore user fees may need to be adjusted.  As a result, the $4.50 per gallon user fee noted in other documents may need to be revised.  .  

Mr. Ebert was asked if the Part II permit will be released for construction before the Delaware River Basin Commission approves the siren discharge permit.  He said that he wasn’t sure, but hopes that the permit approval won’t be delayed.  

PA DEP Correspondence of December 21, 2006

In the PA DEP letter the Department stated they have concerns regarding the long detention times in the force mains and wet wells of the proposed pump stations.  Until full design flows are realized after full build-out, the detention time will be even greater, increasing the possibility of septic conditions and odor problems.  They have asked the applicant to describe what measures will be taken to ensure this does not occur.  Mr. Boldaz stated that the detention time will be less for the Applecross development than with the Guthriesville Sewer District because the homes are much closer to the treatment plant.  He has asked Mr. Ebert to add a mixed flush valve to the wet well pump to help address this issue.  
Sewer Odor Issues

 

Based on guidance from MTEK East Brandywine Township began adding the Biosystems B-220 product to the pump station wet well for odor control. The inoculation period is completed and the Township is now adding 1 lb. of material three times a week.  The Authority has rented a hydrogen sulfide meter to determine if the product is working, which has been in place since the last week in December.  Mr. Boldaz said that the meter will be in place until at least February so we can determine if and when the product is working since it can take several weeks for the product to reach its peak effectiveness.    To date, hydrogen sulfide counts are still high in the early morning and early evening.  The highs counts have been between 4 parts per million and 16 parts per million.  Mr. Boldaz stated that odors can be detected at less then 1 part per million. 

Guthriesville Pump Station

 

Mr. Boldaz and Mr. VanLew will try to coordinate an inspection of the manholes and sewer lines during a rain event.  

DCCC/Keats Glen
The NPDES Permit Expires in September of 2007 and will need to be renewed.  Mr. Boldaz is preparing the permit application.  

Hide-A-Way Farms 

The Pump and Haul Permit expires on March 9, 2007 and will need to be extended by the developer due to the slow sale of homes.  Mrs. Smedley will send a letter to Mr. Earl Cooke to remind him that the permit needs to be extended.  
Sewage Management Proposals

Mr. Piersol provided a copy of the Yerkes proposal for the Authority to review.  Mr. Boldaz and Mr. Piersol met several weeks ago to review the Schoor DePalma.  Mr. Boldaz is revising that proposal based on that meeting.  This will be an agenda item for the February Municipal Authority meeting.

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items
Mr. Corbin asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were none.
Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Summers moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 A.M. Mr. Kirkpatrick seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

East Brandywine Township

