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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Tuesday, August 8, 2006
7:30 AM

 

 

Those in Attendance:
Gerald Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chairman

David Summers, Treasurer
Joseph Anthony, Secretary 

Sandra Moser, Member

 

 

Absent:

Michael Corbin, Chairman

 

Also in Attendance:
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Matthew VanLew, Roadmaster
John Spangler, Municipal Authority Solicitor
Joseph Boldaz, Municipal Authority Engineer

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

 

 

The Municipal Authority met on Tuesday, August 8, 2006 at the East Brandywine Fire Company.  There were eight visitors present.  Mr. Kirkpatrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 A.M.  

 

Minutes: July 11, 2006
 

Mr. Kirkpatrick asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Summers made a motion to approve the July 11, 2006 minutes as presented.  Mrs. Summers seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

 

Treasurer’s Report

 

Mrs. Smedley read the Treasurer’s Report for July/August 2006.  The Municipal Authority account balance as of August 7, 2006 was $64,830.72.  Mr. Anthony made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of the bills.  Mr. Summers seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote.  

 

Request to Postpone Payment of Sewer Tapping Fees – 1193 Horseshoe Pike

 

Mr. Piersol sent a letter dated August 7, 2006 to Mr. and Mrs. Verma stating that the Municipal Authority did not grant their request for an extension of time to connect their four properties to the sewage collection system.  Mr. Verma was notified that he has 30 days from receipt of the letter to complete the installation of the four required sewer connections, and abandon the existing sewage management system on the property.  Failure to make these connections will constitute a violation of the Second Class Township Code.  Penalties for failure to connect within the prescribed period were outlined in the August 7, 2006 letter referenced above.  

Applecross Development (AKA Overlook Road Farm)

 

The applicant is proposing to build a combination of single family homes, carriage homes, and townhouses for a total of 655 units on both the north and south side of East Reeceville Road.  The plan also shows an 18-hole Jack Nicholas-designed golf course with a clubhouse.  The property encompasses approximately 621.74 acres of land, comprised of 307.58 acres north of East Reeceville Road and 314.16 acres south of East Reeceville Road.  The southern portion of the proposed development is a 310 acre tract located in the R-2 Zoning district and proposes single family homes on individual lots and approximately half of the golf course.  The portion of the property north of East Reeceville Road was granted preliminary plan approval in March of 2004.  

 

The “North Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-3 Residential Zoning District in conjunction with the Settlement Agreement dated April 1, 2004. The “South Tract” is being reviewed under the “Clustered Residential Development” regulations of the R-2 Residential Zoning District. The project is proposed to be constructed in five phases.  

 

Ray Grochowski, John Curtin, and Fred Ebert attended the meeting on behalf of Pulte Homes.  In that regard, Mr. Grochowski updated the Authority members on the following topics: 

 
Intermunicipal Agreement

Mr. Grochowski stated that in his discussions with the West Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors and Municipal Authority they indicated that they would prefer to see a simpler agreement than the one presented to them.  Mr. Rambo of West Brandywine Township told Mr. Grochowski that there is an agreement West Brandywine has with Pennsylvania American Water Company that they would like to use as a model for the Intermunicipal Agreement.  Mr. Grochowski will obtain a copy of the agreement and agreed to try and simplify the Intermunicipal Agreement for the Townships to review.    

Another issue brought up by the West Brandywine Township Supervisors is that they do not want East Brandywine Township to be able to lien properties in West Brandywine Township for non-payment of the sewer bills.  They believe that this would in some way be granting East Brandywine Township a franchise area within their Township borders.  In addition, rather than paying a quarter in advance they would like to be billed monthly.  Mr. Grochowski stated that Pulte would be willing to escrow funds equal to a quarterly payment, between $30,000 and $40,000, in the event that West Brandywine Township defaulted on their payment.  Mrs. Moser stated that these issues would need to be discussed with the Municipal Authority attorney since the Municipal Authority needs to ensure they and the Township are protected with regard to any agreement signed with another municipality.  
Mr. Summers asked if there was any way that the 55+ community in Pulte West could be the last portion of the project to be constructed.  That way the Pennsylvania American capacity might be available, eliminating the need for an Intermunicipal Agreement.  Mr. Grochowski stated that the construction sequencing is for the 55+ community to be built prior to some project phases in East Brandywine Township. The developer is willing to take a risk that if the treatment capacity does not become available at the Pennsylvania American plant, a portion of the development in East Brandywine Township can’t be built.  It is anticipated that the additional capacity at the Pennsylvania American Coatesville plant will be available in 2009, although it could be later than that.   
Mrs. Moser stated that she was concerned that there was no discussion about recharge at the West Brandywine Township meeting.  Mr. Grochowski stated that Pulte had proposed discharge beds in the west, but that this was really an issue regarding West Brandywine Township’s preferences.  
Sewage Facilities Planning Module

 

Mr. Grochowski reported that he has received verbal approval from PADEP for the Sewage Facilities Planning Module and is still waiting for formal notice of approval.  Mr. Ebert has placed a call to PADEP to see when approval might be received.  Mr. Ebert is also trying to determine when approval will be received for the Part II permit.  
 

Water Availability/Average Year Calculations
At the July 11th Municipal Authority meeting Mr. Kirkpatrick asked that Pulte Homes forward average year calculations for additional water needed from Aqua Pennsylvania.  Mr. Boldaz will review this information and provide his comments to the Municipal Authority.  It is not Pulte’s intention to purchase water for irrigation of the golf course, but the golf course operator may need to do this during the golf course’s “green-in period”.  Prior to purchasing water, the water in the lagoons would be used, and then possibly water in the storm water basins or water from the proposed man-made pond.  
 Correspondence
1. July 12, 2006 Schoor DePalma review letter – Influent Pump Station/Screening Building Review Comments

2. July 19, 2006 Schoor DePalma review letter – Sludge Holding Tank and Influent Equalization Chamber

3. August 3, 2006 Schoor DePalma review letter – Reactor Building

4. July 27, 2006 Ebert Engineering response letter – Influent Pump Station and Screening Building
5. August 4, 2006 Ebert Engineering letter – Sludge Holding Tank and Influent Equalization Tank

Mr. Ebert is working with Mr. Boldaz to resolve comments on the three Schoor DePalma letters.  He stated there was one outstanding issue that needed to be discussed with regard to the Reactor Building.

In the August 3, 2006 Schoor DePalma letter regarding the explosion proof area classification of the reactor building reference is made to NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) 820 Standard for Fire Protection in Wastewater Treatment and Collection Facilities, Table 5.2, Row 7 for Sequencing Batch Reactors and Row 6c for Primary Sedimentation Tanks.  According to this table, it appears that the Reactor Building is to be classified as Class I, Group D, Division 2 at the explosion-proof limits set forth in Figure A-3-2 which is from the interior of the tank from the minimum operating water surface to the top of the tank wall; 18 includes above the tank wall and extending 18 inches beyond the exterior wall; 18 inches above grade extending 10 feet horizontally from the exterior of the tank walls.  
This equipment will have a significant design and cost impact on mechanical and electrical installations as well as operator safety issues.  As the NFPA 820 document is a standard containing mandatory requirements, the design documents must be reviewed and updated to comply with this requirement.  

Mr. Ebert provided Table 5.2 for the Municipal Authority to review.  It is his opinion that the reactor building should be classified as Class 2, Division 1, Row 9.  He went on to say that to construct the building as recommended in the Schoor DePalma letter would not only be very expensive for Pulte, but also for any maintenance issues that would arise in the future.  As an example replacing a simple light bulb that might cost less than $75 could easily end up costing several hundred dollars.  There are major implications regarding the classification for Pulte’s construction costs and future Municipal Authority budgets.  This issue needs to be resolved between Mr. Ebert and Mr. Boldaz.
Mr. Boldaz asked Mr. Ebert to contact NFPA to get their determination on how they would classify the treatment plant.  It was noted that the treatment plant visited by the Municipal Authority so they could see a similar plant to the one proposed to be constructed was not explosion proof.  Mr. Ebert will investigate this issue and report back to the Municipal Authority. 
Sewer Connection and Reservation Agreement
Township Solicitor Stacey Fuller has made some minor changes to this Agreement. The Municipal Authority will be provided copies for a final review and the Agreement should be able to be signed at the September Municipal Authority meeting.
Tapping Fee for the Applecross Development

This item hasn’t been resolved.  Mr. Boldaz asked Mr. Ebert if he could provide a breakdown detail of costs for the treatment.  Mr. Ebert will send that information to Mr. Boldaz.   Mr. Grochowski expects those costs to be between $5.5 and $6 million.  Mr. Kirkpatrick asked Mr. Boldaz if he could calculate the fee based on the $6 million figure so that the Authority will have some idea of what the tapping fee will be.  It was noted that Hopewell and Guthriesville residents will not be charged a tapping fee.  

K. Hovnanian 

The applicant is proposing to build 287 dwelling units on a 140.458 acre lot located at the southeast corner of Bollinger Road and Horseshoe Pike. The lot is being developed under the R-3 Zoning District requirements per a settlement agreement that has not been finalized.  The net tract acreage is 130.258 acres.  The lots will be served by public water and sewer.  Michael Macaninch, Esq. and Michael Stadulis from K. Hovnanian, Tara Bernard from DelVal Soil and Carlton William from Taylor Wiseman & Taylor represented the applicant.  

Sewage Facilities Planning Module

Mr. Macaninch stated that K. Hovnanian would be resubmitting the revised Sewage Facilities Planning Module based on Schoor DePalma’s June 9, 2006 review sometime later this week for Mr. Boldaz to review.  He said that the submission is based on additional soils testing and the removal of nine planned homes from one area of the proposed development so that additional drip areas can be provided. They are still waiting for the result of additional hydrogeologic testing.  In his earlier comments Mr. Boldaz indicated that the Sewage Facilities Planning Module should be a stand-alone document, separate from the Pulte submissions.  A meeting has been scheduled at PADEP for Thursday, August 10th to discuss the plan.  Mr. Piersol and Mr. Boldaz will attend on behalf of the Township and Municipal Authority.    

Replacement Drip Area

As discussed in the July meeting the applicant has agreed to provide a 50% backup area.  
Sewer Design Review
Mr. Williams stated that he would be submitting plans based on Schoor DePalma’s May 8, 2006 review letter.  It was noted that there needs to be a 10 foot separation between water and sewer lines.  Mr. Boldaz also commented that high velocities resulting from steep slopes can cause sewage to “jump” the outside drop connection.  Similarly, high velocities entering turning manholes cause the sewage to “jump” onto the bench.  The designer should consider lesser slopes in such situations.  The maximum slope should be below 7%.  Mr. Williams commented that he wants to make sure that the sewers aren’t too deep.  
The sewers will be built in the road.  It was mentioned that sometimes there are problems when repairs have to be made.  The road will be privately owned with a 20 foot wide cartway.  

Hillendale 

 
Mr. Boldaz stated that in his July 31, 2006 correspondence he raised some concerns about oversizing the treatment facility.  He pointed out that when treatment plants are oversized, there could be problems running the plant because of insufficient flows.  Mr. Boldaz suggested that the applicant base the size of the treatment plant of 260 gallons per day per edu.  

Mr. Boldaz asked the Municipal Authority about their opinion about the type of treatment that should be constructed.  Evans Mill Environmental provided a report entitled “Wastewater Treatment Alternative Analysis” for review.  It was recommended that the applicant pursue constructing a treatment plant using Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) technology similar to what will be constructed for the Pulte/K. Hovnanian/Watters treatment plant.  In addition to this being the preferred technology, it will be much more efficient for the Authority to operate and maintain treatment plants using the same equipment.   
Sewer Odor Issues

 

Mrs. Smedley stated that she has not heard from any residents complaining about the odor problems during the past month.  Mr. Summers attempted to contact Mrs. Paula Noebes, who has made most of the complaints, but to date hasn’t spoken to her.  

In response to Mr. Piersol’s August 1, 2006 letter, Mr. Alan Roth from Aqua Pennsylvania stated that odor “socks” have been placed around the influence station to help mask odors.  They will also make additional aerosol type improvement to try and mask these odors.  Mr. Boldaz stated he would visit the site to make sure the odor “socks” are in place.  
 

Guthriesville Pump Station

 

The flows from the pump station were very high during the recent heavy rains.  Although some of the increased flows can be attributed to this, it also appears that there may also still be infiltration problems somewhere in the system.  Mr. VanLew sent the daily log for Mr. Boldaz to review.  It appears that there is a substantial increase, likely indicative of an infiltration problem.  Mr. Piersol and Mr. VanLew will follow up with Mr. Michael Honan at Rouse/Chamberlin to discuss how to resolve this problem.  

Deadlines for Submission

In order to have an opportunity to review supporting documents for agenda items, the Municipal Authority has asked that all submissions for review be sent to East Brandywine Township 15 working days prior to the Authority meeting and that review letters be received by the Township no later than the Friday before a Municipal Authority meeting.  Mr. Boldaz also stated that he would provide the Authority with a monthly update on the status of the projects he is working on for the Municipal Authority.  

Other Business 

Mrs. Moser stated that she had concerns about the Pulte Golf Course.  She wanted to make sure that it always remained open so that it could be used as a recharge area.  She cited the recent discussions in East Caln Township about turning an 18-hole golf course into a 9-hole course and building age restricted housing.  She wanted to make sure that something similar couldn’t happen at the Pulte property.  
Septage Management Meeting

Mr. Piersol stated that he attended the Chester County Health Department’s meeting to discuss Septage Management requirements. The County Health Department has proposed to assist municipalities with their responsibilities under the PA Code Chapter 71, which gives municipalities the responsibilities to insure the septage disposal systems are properly operated and maintained, with municipal oversight.  Mr. Piersol will be completing and submitting the necessary documents to the county to agree to our participation in the Chester County Septage Management System.  

Status of Guthriesville Sewer System Connections

Mr. Piersol provided a list of locations not currently connected to the sewer system and the status of those properties.  

Adjournment

 

There being no further business, Mrs. Moser moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 A.M. Mr. Anthony seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

East Brandywine Township

