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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

WORK SESSION 

Thursday, September 7, 2006
7:30 AM

Those in Attendance:

Jay G. Fischer, Chairman
Hudson L. Voltz, Vice-Chairman 
David A. Kirkner, Member
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The Board of Supervisors met in Work Session on Thursday, September 7, 2006.  There were seven visitors present
Opening of Meeting
Chairman Fischer opened the Meeting at 7:30 A.M.
Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments on non-agenda items. There were none.
Applecross Development – West Brandywine Township Proposed Access
West Brandywine Township Supervisor Josef Obernier, Sr. and West Brandywine Township Manager Ronald Rambo, Jr. attended the meeting on behalf of West Brandywine Township.  Mr. Ray Grochowski and Theresa Lemley, Esq. attended the meeting on behalf of Pulte Homes.  Mr. Piersol stated that West Brandywine Township Manager, Ronald Rambo, Jr. contacted him July 18th asking for the Township’s position on the issue of an additional access within the Applecross development between the age-restricted and non-restricted developments.  The Planning Commission discussed this issue at their August 2nd meeting and unanimously agreed that the access should be gated and for emergencies only.  At their August 3rd meeting the Board of Supervisors agreed with the Planning Commission’s position.  Mr. Piersol sent a letter to West Brandywine Township outlining the Board’s decision.  Mr. Rambo asked Mr. Piersol to clarify the Board’s position and asked to attend this meeting.  Mr. Fischer thanked Mr. Obernier and Mr. Rambo for attending the meeting to discuss this issue.  Mr. Rambo stated that he and the West Brandywine Township Supervisors had some questions about why East Brandywine Township would agree to an emergency access only.  There are currently two means of ingress and egress proposed into the Pulte West development, one from East Reeceville Road and from Old Homestead Road.  The West Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors would like to have a third access from the age restricted community into Pulte’s traditional development in East Brandywine Township.  Mr. Obernier asked for the Board’s reasoning for deciding on an emergency access only.  Chairman Fischer stated that in addition to the Pulte East and Pulte West developments having completely different characteristics, it has been East Brandywine Township’s philosophy not to provide links between different communities.  Two cases in point include Raleigh Drive in West Brandywine Township where there will be an emergency access only into the Bentley development, and Lyndell Pointe and HeatherWynd East, which will also 
be linked with an emergency access.  Mr. Rambo and Mr. Obernier thanked the Supervisors for their time.
Overlook Road Farm – Extension
The Planning Commission is recommending that the Board of Supervisors accept an extension to review this land development application until October 6, 2006.  Chairman Fischer made a motion to accept this extension.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Resolution 20 of 2006 – Providing for Additions to the East Brandywine Township Agricultural Security Area

East Brandywine Township has received proposals to make the following additions to the Agricultural Security Area from West Pikeland Township:
Tax Parcel #


Description




Acres
34-04-0105.050

Gesa Sklaroff




11.00





1509 Yellow Springs Road

34-01-0056.010

Craig and Margaret Adams


10.00





1020 Dewees Lane

34-03-0004


Ralph T. & Julianna E. Geer


LOT





1944 Conestoga Road

34-03-0003


Ralph T. and Julianna E. Geer

24.400





1944 Conestoga Road

34-03-0003.010

Ralph T. and Julianna E. Geer

24.30





1944 Conestoga Road

34-01-0056.02A

James P. and Patricia Shinehouse

13.20





1954 Horseshoe Trail

34-01-0056


Gertrude Logan-Stewart


10.00






1064 Horseshoe Trail

34-05-0007


Edward A. & Patricia Theurkauf, Jr.

21.483





1240 Elbow Lane

34-05-0007.010

Edward A. & Patricia Theurkauf, Jr.

2.0





1240 Elbow Lane

34-01-0007.020

Edward A. & Patricia Theurkauf, Jr.

67.919





1240 Elbow Lane


34-05-0056.020

Centa Logan




17.40





1010 Dewees Lane

Tax Parcel #


Description




Acres
34-05-0026-010

William J. & Joann M. Quain


17.90





1380 Street Road

34-04-0020.020

Collin F. & Virginia J. McNeill

14.50





1701 Horseshoe Trail

34-04-022


Collin F. & Virginia J. McNeill

66.80





1701 Horseshoe Trail

34-04-0163


Collin F. & Virginia J. McNeill

10.30





1701 Horseshoe Trail

There are approximately 1,400 acres in the District at present.  These additions will add an additional 311+ acres to the District.  Notice of a public hearing to discuss adding these properties was placed in the Daily Local News, the parcel owners were notified and notice was posted at the affected parcels. The Agricultural Security Committee and the Planning Commission both recommended the Board of Supervisors include these parcels in the Agricultural Security District.  Chairman Fischer asked if there were any questions.  Seeing none, he made a motion to adopt Resolution 20 of 2006.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.   

Resolution 21 of 2006 – A Resolution Opposing Statewide Cable Franchising Legislation in Pennsylvania
This Resolution opposes the proposed Statewide Cable Franchising Legislation.  The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors has suggested Townships consider passing this Resolution and have suggested that House Bill 2880 and State Bill 1247 limit revenue to municipalities by not including certain revenue streams.  Chairman Fischer stated that he has some concerns with the Resolution and does not support the proposed bills, but in concept does not have a problem with a state-wide agreement. Mr. Kirkner agreed with Chairman Fischer.  Chairman Fischer suggested that the Resolution be re-worded so that it is acceptable to the Supervisors.  This Resolution was tabled.  
Resolution 22 of 2006 – Authorizing Emergency Services to seek reimbursement for services provided
Mr. Piersol stated that this arose after the East Brandywine Fire Company submitted an invoice to the Timberlake Homeowner’s Association and their adjuster suggested that the Township enact an ordinance or resolution allowing billing for services.   This Resolution should help the Fire Company in having their invoices paid.  Chairman Fischer asked if there were questions from the audience.  There were none.  Chairman Fischer made a motion to adopt Resolution 22 of 2006.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Mr. Voltz entered the meeting at 8:10 A.M.

Charles Formeck – Campfire Issues

Mr. Charles Formeck from 102 Wildbrier Road asked to speak to the Supervisors about a permit for a campfire which has been issued to Matthew Caso, son of Cindy Kimble at 105 Firethorn Drive.  He stated that a burn permit was issued to the Kimbles to have campfires after dusk.  He and his wife have been bothered by the smoke and said that at times the fire smoldered well into the evening.  Mr. Formeck has had two heart attacks and feels the smoke is endangering his health.  He stated that the Kimbles have burned late in the evening on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, have burned during the burning ban and on at least once occasion there was a lot of noise coming from a party on the premises.  Mr. and Mrs. Formeck stated they have contacted the Township and Police Department about this issue on several occasions.  Mrs. Kimble stated that the fires were not as frequent as described by Mr. Formeck, and stated they did not burn during the burning ban.  There have been no incidents of loud noise coming from the property except for the one time in the spring.  Mr. Piersol has attempted to mediate this dispute with the two neighbors, but hasn’t been able to get the parties to agree to a resolution.  The Kimbles have agreed to extinguish fires by 11:00 P.M. and have agreed to purchase a terra cotta chiminea or metal fire pit with a grate cover to contain these fires.  Mrs. Kimble asked that the Formecks call her if they detect the odor of smoke on their property and they will extinguish the campfire immediately.  She also asked that the Formecks not speak directly to her children about this issue.    Chairman Fischer stated that he would like to review all of the information submitted and the Supervisors will take this issue under consideration.  
Architect Patrick Szustak’s letter of August 14th – Extension of Service
Mr. Piersol stated that Mr. Szustak submitted a letter in August requesting an increase in his fee for architectural services.  With the proposed increase, the total fee for service to complete the project would be $381,167.  The bill for services to date totals $266,665.  Chairman Fischer asked that the original contract and a copy of Mr. Szustak’s letter be sent to Township Solicitor Stacey Fuller, Esq. for her review.  Mr. Szustak will be invited to the October 5th Work Session to discuss this issue.  
Police Lease Discussion

On August 28th Mr. Piersol provided a memo based on his discussion with Mr. Kirkner and Chief Kocsi on a formula to create a building lease cost for the Police Commission, based on the present value of the Police portion of the building.  Mr. Kirkner asked that the cost be amortized over a 40-year period.  The Police area is calculated to be 48.66% of the administration building.  Site costs were part of this calculation for a total of $2,812,351.50 attributed to the Police.  Projected utility, janitorial /maintenance and building insurance costs, which will change from year to year, have been added to the base month figure of $11,957.44, to create an annual lease figure of $193,574.66 for 2007, at a weighted interest rate of 4.166%.  The Supervisors discussed several issues regarding the information and the additional information provided by Michael Wolf at Boenning Scattergood.  Of the methodologies discussed for determining the lease payment the Supervisors preferred the second proposal, but questioned whether janitorial services should be included and how a lease payment would be structured after the 40-year period ended.  This item will be tabled until the October Supervisors meeting so they can review the information presented at this meeting.  
Street Trees on Patterdale Place
Mr. Robert Maio approached the Supervisors with a petition signed by residents of Patterdale Place requesting that the street trees stay in their existing location.  When the trees were planted they were mistakenly placed within the road right-of-way. As a condition of final plan approval, the developer agreed to move the trees to the location shown on the plan and has posted money in an escrow in order to accomplish this.  Mr. Maio stated that residents were concerned that if the trees were moved, they might not survive and in several instances it would place the replanted trees directly under the canopy of some pine trees.  Chairman Fischer stated that the ordinance required trees to be planted at least five feet outside of the road right-of-way so they don’t become a maintenance issue for the Road Department.  The Supervisors agreed to work with residents so that when the trees are moved they aren’t placed under other trees or other locations unacceptable to residents. The escrow will remain in place to replace trees that don’t survive for a period of 18 months after they are planted.  
Street Address Posting Ordinance Recommendation 
Mr. Piersol stated that the Fire Company is proposing to sell 6” x 18” street address signs as a means of getting residents in the community to post their street addresses in order to allow emergency service responders to locate their resident quickly.  These signs are reflective, as asset at night, and are easily seen during daylight hours.  This is also a fundraiser for the Fire Company, as they will sell the signs for a small profit.  Mr. Piersol is recommending the Board considering enacting such legislation in support of our emergency service providers.  He provided a draft for the Supervisors to review.  A copy of the sample ordinance will be sent to Township Solicitor, Stacey Fuller, Esq. to review.  Mr. Piersol suggests making it voluntary for current residents to post their streets addresses and mandatory for new homeowners.  This ordinance will not require homeowners to purchase signs if their street addresses are already visible by another means.  Mr. Obernier asked what the signs would cost.  Mr. Piersol stated that the Fire Company could purchase 500 signs for $7.45 and would sell the signs to property owners for $15.00.  
Additional Public Comment

Chairman Fischer asked if there were additional public comments.  There were none.
Adjournment

There being no further business, Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

East Brandywine Township







