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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR SESSION

Wednesday, March 21, 2007
Those in Attendance:

Jay G. Fischer, Chairman

Hudson L. Voltz, Vice-Chairman

David A. Kirkner, Member 
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Mark Kocsi, Chief of Police

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors meeting of Wednesday, March 21, 2007, was called to order by Chairman Fischer at 7:30 P.M. at the East Brandywine Fire Company.  There were seven visitors present.
Opening of Meeting
Chairman Fischer opened the meeting with a Salute to the Flag.  
Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were none.
Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – February 21, 2007
Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to approve the February 21, 2007 minutes as presented.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – March 1, 2007
Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Planning Commission Minutes – March 7, 2007 

Chairman Fischer if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes. There were none.  Mr. Kirkner made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Municipal Authority Minutes



Vice-Chairman Voltz asked why the Municipal Authority Minutes were no longer reviewed at the Supervisors’ meeting.  Mrs. Smedley stated that since the Municipal Authority is a separate 

Entity, approval of those minutes is done at the Authority meeting.  The minutes are available to the public at both the Municipal Authority and Supervisor’s meetings.  

Treasurer’s Report

Approval of the Treasurer’s report was deferred until the April Board meeting.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to authorize payment of the bill.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Report:
Township Manager’s Report

Mr. Piersol reported that the Township will be occupying our new facility beginning Monday, April 2nd. Mr. VanLew has been working with the contractors to get the final issues resolved and approvals from Labor & Industry to allow us to move into the building. Finish work will continue after we move in, and there will likely be a few problems to contend with during this transition. Postcards will be sent to all property owners advising them of our move to new quarters. Public meetings of our Boards and Committees will be held at our new building beginning Monday evening, April 2nd with the Park and Rec Board, Wednesday evening’s Planning Commission meeting, and Thursday morning’s Supervisors’ Work Session. Mrs. Smedley has been planning the building dedication for some time; details on that event will follow on our website, and in our spring newsletter.

PennDOT has begun meeting with municipalities impacted by the Coatesville-Downingtown Bypass to discuss the proposed Section 100 reconstruction project. The next meeting is being held at Caln Township Thursday, March 22nd, and Mr. Piersol will be attending. He met with Committee representatives in February to discuss this project. The Committee has decided to reach out to other “corridor” municipalities who feel the residual impacts from the Bypass, particularly during an accident on the roadway. The Supervisors have gone on record as favoring increased capacity of the highway rather than the reconstruction plan previously discussed. Routes 322 and 282 are two major routes through East Brandywine Township that feed into the Bypass, and with the growth in our community and adjacent communities, increased capacity of this major highway is absolutely necessary.  Mr. Kirkner asked if the Chester County Transportation Management Commission and Chester County Planning Commission support the expansion.  Mr. Piersol said they did, but were concerned that funds for improvements along the Rt. 422 corridor in the northern part of the Township would be diverted.  The County feels that additional federal money will be needed for the Rt. 30 Bypass project.  
We received word from Representative Curt Schroder that a $10,000 community revitalization grant has been approved by the State’s Department of Community and Economic Development. This is to fund a joint road improvement project with Caln Township for the super-elevated curve in the 300 block of Rock Raymond Road, which is located in Caln Township. The idea is to install flashing lights above the roadway at the top of the hill, which is in East Brandywine Township, warning motorists of the curve. 

The U.S. Census Bureau will begin gearing up for the 2010 Census by hosting a series of workshops throughout the State in March through May. Our participation in the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Program is important to make certain the Census Bureau has accurate information about our community, so their canvas activities count everyone. This information is 
important for many reasons, including grant funding. More information will be included in future newsletters about the Census process.

The Nomination for Guthriesville for consideration as an Historic District was withdrawn prior to the hearing before the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission last Tuesday, March 12th. A majority of the property owners in the proposed district filed their objections prior to the hearing, which led to the Township’s decision to withdraw the application prior to the hearing commencing. Our Historical Commission is considering contacting each of the property owners individually to discuss their concerns, and may recommend to the Board resubmission of this application in the future, if opinions change. 

As a point of information, the results of the survey on the preservation of the former Guthriesville General Store Building were overwhelming against any increase in taxes to preserve this building. As of today, there were 360 No votes, 17 Yes votes, and 19 Mixed votes. Results continue to trickle in to the office or through our web site.

The Township received a contribution from the Krapf family in the amount of $6,250.00 from the Estate of Millicent Fails. This is a partial contribution, and was a specific bequest of Mrs. Fails for our Parks. Mrs. Fails, and the Krapf family, have been very generous in their support of our Parks, and we greatly appreciate this contribution. Our Park and Rec Board is currently working on an appropriate memorial to acknowledge this gift.

Report:

Building Inspector/Zoning Officer – Report for February 2007
Mr. Piersol read the Building Inspector/Zoning Officer’s Report for February 2007.  There were fourteen building permits issued, two zoning permits issued, two use and occupancy permits issued, and thirty-three inspections conducted during the month.  The total fees collected were $9,195.90. 

Park and Recreation Board
The Annual Golf Outing will be scheduled for sometime in mid-may.  Family Day in the Park will be held Sunday, June 24, 2007.  Cruisin’ Classics will once again be the major event.  
DARC

Vice-Chairman Voltz reported that DARC has an opening for the Assistant Director’s position  They are accepting resumes and will begin interviews during the first week in April.

DARC is currently in discussions with the Downingtown Area School District about being charged user fees to use school buildings and fields for DARC events.  Since our residents are already paying school taxes and a fee to DARC, the DARC Board feels that our residents are already paying for the use of these facilities.  Hopefully, discussions with the School District can resolve this problem.  
Report:

Brandywine Regional Police Commission
Mr. Kirkner reviewed the minutes for January 2007.  Mr. Kirkner was named Chairman of the Police Commission for 2007 and Rebecca Corbin was named Vice-Chairman. Robert Bock from Wallace Township is the third member of the Commission.  
The Commission discussed medical benefits.  At this time the Commission does not anticipate making any changes to the current medical plan but have been discussing comparable plans with their insurance broker.  

The next Commission meeting will be held March 22, 2007 at 8:00 A.M. at the Wallace Township Municipal Building.

Report:

Police Chief - Police Activity Report for February 2007 

Police Activity Report – February 2007
Investigations


144
Traffic Citations

171
Traffic Warnings

15
Traffic Accidents

20


Criminal Arrests

2


Summary Arrests

0


Criminal Investigations – February 2007
Burglary/Criminal Trespass
1
All Assaults

1
Theft/Fraud

5
Disorderly Conduct/

Harassment

2
Disturbances

1
Suspicious Activity/



Persons

14
Domestics

1
Criminal Mischief

1
Juvenile Complaints

0

Missing Persons/

Runaways

1
Driving Under the

Influence

1

Fugitive Warrants

0

Drugs

1
Other

0

Chief Kocsi reported that a new web site www.wallacereporter.com has information and comments on a number of topics associated with the Brandywine Regional Police Department and East Brandywine Township.  
Report:
Fire Company’s Activity Report for February 2007
Mr. Piersol read the Activity Report for the month of February 2007, as submitted by Fire Chief Robert Zynn, Jr. There were sixty-two total incidents.  In East Brandywine Township there were six fire calls and fourteen QRS calls.  In West Brandywine Township there were nine fire calls and twenty-four QRS calls. Mr. Piersol stated that the Fire Company is planning a Kid’s Festival for June 9th and 10th as a fundraiser for the Fire Company.  

Zoning Hearing Board
Rothman Tract
The Zoning Hearing Board will meet Tuesday, April 10th at 7:30 P.M. to consider several variance requests from Gambone Development Company for the Watters/Spence Tract.  The Board of Supervisors will comment on this application at their April 5th meeting at 7:30 A.M.
Subdivision

Hillendale – The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension to review this subdivision application until April 30, 2007.  Chairman Fischer made a motion to accept this extension.  Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with both voting Aye.  Mr. Kirkner abstained from voting. 

Rothman Tract – The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension to review this subdivision application until May 31, 2007.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to accept this extension.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  
Ordinance 02 of 2007 – Enacting the Realty Transfer Tax of the Township to bring it into compliance with the Local Real Estate Transfer Tax Statue and Local Tax Enabling Act

Mr. Piersol explained that this Ordinance amends the Township’s Real Estate Transfer Tax ordinance to make it compliant with the terms of Act 40 of 2005.  Without this amendment, the State Department of Revenue would not be permitted to collect delinquent real estate transfer taxes.  This Ordinance has been prepared by Township Solicitor Stacey Fuller.  Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments from the audience.  There were none.  Mr. Kirkner made a motion to adopt the above ordinance.  Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded he motion, with all voting Aye.
Ordinance 03 of 2007 – Permitting the Entering into a Cable Franchise Agreement Granting a Nonexclusive Franchise to Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc., to Construct, Install, Maintain, Extend, and Operate a Cable Communications System in East Brandywine Township
Messrs. Stan Shuck, David Sullivan and Chad McCauley attended the meeting on behalf of Verizon.  Mr. Kirkner asked if there were any changes in the Agreement from the draft he reviewed last month.  Mr. Piersol stated there were no changes.  Mr. Shuck said that cable from Verizon will be available to most Township residents by the end of the year. Some properties with a “942” telephone exchange will not have Verizon cable TV service available until early next year.  Chairman Fischer asked if Downingtown Borough needed to sign an agreement before other municipalities could connect.  Mr. Shuck said that municipalities could connect separately and did not need to wait for Downingtown to do so.  Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments from the audience.  There were none.  Chairman Fischer made a motion to adopt Ordinance 03 of 2007.  Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  
Additional Public Comment

Mr. Arnold Kring, a new Township resident and former Caln Township Commissioner, said that Caln Township adopted a closed loop system for traffic signal coordination about 9 years ago.  This traffic control will be finally up and running soon, and will allow designated emergency personnel to manipulate traffic signals in the event of accidents or other emergencies.  This closed loop system has also been adopted by Downingtown Borough and the City of Coatesville.  
Mr. Kring also stated that he called Verizon today with a question regarding his service.  They offered to review his plan since he has both landline and wireless service. They offered him a $9.99 monthly credit.  He said they will do this for other customers as well, but they don’t advertise this savings, customers must call first.  

Chairman Fischer asked if there were other comments from the audience.  There were none.
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with both voting Aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M  
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer
