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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

WORK SESSION 

Thursday, June 7, 2007
7:30 AM

Those in Attendance:

Jay G. Fischer, Chairman
Hudson L. Voltz, Vice-Chairman 
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

Absent:


David A Kirkner

The Board of Supervisors met in Work Session on Thursday, June 7, 2007.  
Opening of Meeting
Chairman Fischer opened the meeting at 7:30 A.M.
Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were none.    

Request for Funding of building Materials – Bondsville Mill
Mr. Carl Walker, a member of the Bondsville Mill Committee, attended the Supervisor’s meeting to request $1,500.00 for the purchase of 40 3’ X 6’ PT roof rafters and roof sill plates.  At their last meeting the Committee recommended the Board of Supervisor’s approve this request. Earlier in the year Mr. Walker and several other volunteers installed braces on the roof and removed an interior wall that was causing water problems.  Mr. Walker hopes to preserve forty feet of Building “F” and create a 40’ by 40’ pavilion room.  Mr. Walker suggested that the remaining 80’ of Building “F” should eventually be separated from the rest of Building “F” so that it won’t compromise the portion that may be preserved. Although not in an imminent state of collapse, it is probably not worth saving.  Mr. Walker anticipates that another $5,000.00 will be needed to preserve the building.  There will be no labor costs involved, since the work is being done by volunteers.  A building permit will be needed to complete this work.
The Board of Supervisors are waiting for a formal recommendation from the Bondsville Mill Committee for use of the Bondsville Mill property.  It was also noted that the funds Mr. Walker is requesting are not budgeted for this year.  Chairman Fischer asked when the Committee will make a recommendation to the Supervisors.  Mr. Piersol stated that the Committee has a draft report and a final report is expected within the next two to three months.  At that time the Committee will make a recommendation on which buildings or portion of buildings will be preserved and which should be demolished or reduced to low walls.
Mr. Walker stated that he has spoken to State Representative Curt Schroder about funds that might be available to help with the cost of preserving the building.  Representative Schroder asked that a formal 

request be made for funds.  Mr. Walker will discuss this with the Bondsville Mill Committee at their next meeting.  
Chairman Fischer asked if there were any questions about Mr. Walker’s request. There were none.  Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve the expenditure of $1,500.00 for rafters and sill plates and to waive the building permit fee. Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with both voting Aye.  Prior to any additional funds being approved, including the next phase of this project for the Bondsville Mill, the Supervisors would like to have the Committee provide a master plan for the property.  Along with the master plan, the Supervisors would like the Committee to provide them with a budget for next year.  The Supervisors thanked Mr. Walker and the other volunteers for their hard work.  There is already a tremendous improvement to the property. 

Class II Historic Structures and Pending Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances on Historic Preservation

Mr. George Holmes discussed his concerns about the pending amendments to the Historic Resource Protection standards and the potential impact on existing property owners who may not know these changes are going to be enacted.  Mr. Holmes suggested that affected property owners be invited to a public informational meeting.   

Mr. Holmes said that his home is designated as a Class II historic structure.  He has two porches and an outbuilding that are probably not historic, but the building permit for demolition would still be very involved and costly.  He stated that the procedure would be onerous for many property owners and may encourage “demolition by neglect” of some structures.  
While the Supervisors appreciated Mr. Holmes’ concerns, they did not feel that an informational meeting would be the appropriate forum to discuss the proposed Ordinance changes since this would be setting a precedent. Property owners might then expect informational meetings to be held every time an ordinance change affected them.  When ordinance changes are made they are always discussed numerous times at the Ordinance Task Force meetings, the Planning Commission meetings and the Board of Supervisors meetings, all of which are open to the public and advertised.  In addition, all proposed ordinance changes are advertised and considered for adoption at public meetings. It was pointed out that any provision in the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance could be waived by the Board of Supervisors.  These proposed changes will be considered for adoption by the Board at their July 18, 2007 meeting. The proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance have been sent to the County Planning Commission for their Act 247 review.  The Supervisors suggested that the Ordinance Task Force review the Zoning Ordinance with regard to Historic Resource Protection Standards, especially the Section 399-64.B pertaining to Building Permit for Demolition.  The Supervisors agreed that these proposed changes should be discussed in the next Township Newsletter and on the website.  The changes will likely be considered at the September 19th Board meeting.   

Pulte Homes – Applecross Pump & Haul Permit Application
Mr. Piersol reported that he received a draft application and the PA DEP regulations yesterday afternoon.  He reviewed the information yesterday and it appears to be similar to agreements used by other developers in the Township.  The Agreement has been sent to the Township Solicitor, the Municipal Authority Solicitor and the Municipal Authority Engineer to review.  It will be considered for approval at the July 18th Board of Supervisors’ meeting after review by the Municipal Authority Engineer.  
Vice-Chairman Voltz stated that he has received correspondence from ClubCorp, the golf course operator for the Applecross Country Club.  They confirmed that there will be public access to the club facilities, which is a requirement of the license. 
Wawa
The Township received a copy of a June 4, 2007 letter Wawa’s attorney, Joseph Brion, Esq., sent to the Army Corp of Engineers regarding the Mama Lena’s building.  This letter discusses the poor state of the structure and an estimate to restore the building.  In addition, Mr. Brion would like to schedule a meeting with Township representatives to discuss the building.  Mr. Piersol pointed out that the applicant was directed to come up with a concept plan for the building, if it were to remain, along with a parking plan.  To date, this plan has not been provided.  The Supervisors do not feel that Wawa has adequately considered alternatives to demolishing the building. Vice-Chairman Voltz recalled that Mr. Giannantonio was to have been involved with helping develop a concept plan.  Mr. Piersol was asked to contact Mr. Giannantonio to see if he has done anything about this.  Mr. Walker asked if Wawa could build their convenience store on the Ulrich property.  There is insufficient room on the Ulrich property for the convenience store.  Mr. Piersol was directed to ask Mr. Brion to provide the Township with the concept plan Wawa was to develop.  After this is received, a meeting will be scheduled. 
Discussion of Employment Continuation Offer – Walter Dawson

Mr. Dawson has requested the Township consider continuing his employment on a part-time basis, while continuing to provide health care benefits.  Currently his total hourly compensation, including holiday, sick, personal and vacation pay, health benefits, and life and disability insurance is $29.56 an hour.  Mr. Piersol and Mr. VanLew are recommending that Mr. Dawson’s hourly salary be reduced to $10.50 an hour, along with health care benefits.  Mr. Dawson will not received holiday, sick, personal, vacation pay or life and disability insurance.  His total compensation package would equal $24.04 an hour.  Mr. Dawson’s primary responsibility will be maintenance of the Township Building and Complex. Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to offer Mr. Dawson employment for 24 hours a week with the health care package outlined above.  Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with both voting Aye.
Advertisement and Interview for Full-Time Public Works Employee

Mr. VanLew has budgeted for another full-time hire for the Public Works Department to replace Mr. Dawson.  Mr. Piersol and Mr. VanLew are requesting permission to accept applications and 
interview for this position, and to advertise it, if necessary.  The Supervisors approved interviewing for this position.

July 5, 2007 Work Session

The July 5, 2007 Work Session has been cancelled.
Open House

Mrs. Smedley will schedule an Open House for residents to tour the new Township Building in late September. The date and further information will be provided in the next Township newsletter.

Sound System

Mr. Piersol and Mr. VanLew are continuing to look at audio/visual systems for the Township meeting room.  They will provide additional information at a later date.  It was suggested that they consider purchasing some wireless microphones for Board members sitting in the front of the room.
Additional Public Comment

Chairman Fischer asked if there were additional public comments.  There were none.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Chairman Fischer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with both voting Aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,
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Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

East Brandywine Township







