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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR SESSION

Wednesday, April 18, 2007
Those in Attendance:

Jay G. Fischer, Chairman

Hudson L. Voltz, Vice-Chairman

David A. Kirkner, Member 
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mark Kocsi, Chief of Police

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors meeting of Wednesday, April 18, 2007 was called to order by Chairman Fischer at 7:30 P.M. at the East Brandywine Township Municipal Complex.  There were three visitors present.
Opening of Meeting
Chairman Fischer opened the meeting with a Salute to the Flag.  
Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were none.
Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – March 21, 2007
Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to approve the February 21, 2007 minutes as presented.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – April 5, 2007
Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Planning Commission Minutes – April 4, 2007 

Chairman Fischer if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes. There were none.  Mr. Kirkner made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Treasurer’s Report

Mrs. Smedley read the account balances as of April 18, 2007.  After review of the Treasurer’s Report/Financial Statement, Mr. Kirkner made a motion to approve the report and authorize payment of the bills.  Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Report:
Township Manager’s Report

Postcards were mailed to all property owners announcing our move. Mr. Piersol said that we are still learning the many nuances of the operation of this building, which is quite a contrast to our previous facilities. There are still many items remaining to be fully completed on and within the building, which we continue to pursue with the contractors. We retain a significant sum of money still owing the 5 contractors, until work is completed. We are planning a dedication and open house later this year, hopefully in late May or early June. More details will follow on the date and time for the building dedication.

Late in March, DCED announced that the Bondsville Mill Committee had been awarded a $25,000 grant for the Mill project. We recently received notice from Senator John Rafferty that his office had secured an additional $5,000 from DCED, making the total grant $30,000. Additional grant funding requests have been submitted to PECO and the Huston Charitable Trust. The results of those requests are pending.  Special thanks go to the Bondsville Mill Committee Chairman, Dave Summers for his assistance in securing these grants.  
The Mill Committee is currently drafting a report to the Board on the various elements they envision for consideration with this project, including a needs analysis, cost analysis, potential funding resources, community / volunteer resources, historical element, a timeline for near-term and long-term goals, and a status update.

Mr. Piersol attended a meeting of the Coatesville – Downingtown Bypass Project Advisory Committee at the Caln Township Municipal Building on March 22nd. This meeting was designed to discuss the project as currently envisioned, which was basically reconstruction of the existing roadway with ramp and drainage improvements, and receive input from the municipalities impacted directly or indirectly by this project. The project consultants met with each affected municipality individually to provide an overview of the project in advance of this meeting. The consensus of each of the municipalities attending, with support from several legislators in attendance, was the project scope needs to be expanded to include additional capacity of the roadway. 

This expansion would create one additional travel lane in each direction. The estimated project cost for reconstruction is $386 Million; widening to six lanes, including reconstruction, would increase the cost to $436 Million, which would include acquisition of an additional 16 acres of right-of-way. The need for reconstruction was questioned; it was explained that the existing roadway was constructed 50 years ago; the recent resurfacing project is only expected to last 7 to 10 years. One idea also suggested by East Caln Township was the installation of a restricted center lane to add capacity in one direction during peak times. This concept will be considered during future planning.

The County Planning Commission will consider the municipalities’ recommendations, which they will forward to the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, for further consideration at the State Transportation Commission hearings this August. This project will need to compete with other important transportation projects in the County, and other areas of the region and Commonwealth for future funding. The Supervisors agreed widening is critical to handle the continued growth in our region.

Mr. Piersol attended a recent meeting in West Brandywine Township with several other municipalities to consider creation of some form of cooperative arrangement for project bidding, planning or other multi-municipal issues, equipment sharing and several other possible activities. This concept was born when several municipalities joined forces to negotiate with Verizon for their municipal franchise agreements. Group membership will be open to any municipal representative, whether a manager, secretary or supervisor. Meetings will continue monthly as we discuss various issues for the group, unless there are no hot topics for discussion. Items for May’s meeting will include trash collection contracts, the concept of creating a Regional Building Appeals Board, where each municipality would contribute one or two members to a pool of persons available to attend these infrequent hearings, and Route 30 Bypass issues.

We were recently notified by Representative Curt Schroder, along with joint applicant Caln Township, that DCED has approved our request for a $10,000 grant to partially underwrite the cost of a flashing yellow light and associated equipment on Rock Raymond Road as it approaches the super-elevated, downhill curve located in Caln Township. Caln Township Manager Greg Prowant and Mr. Piersol have discussed the next steps in this process, which are to arrange a meeting with PennDOT representatives, along with Representative Schroder, prior to submission of the signal permit application to PennDOT. Signal Service has been contacted to update their cost projection for this installation. This application took nearly 16 months to work through the State system. We are hopeful to be able to complete this project in 2008, which is designed to provide additional, visual warning to motorist approaching the long, downhill stretch of roadway prior to this sharp curve. 

Our Open Space Committee continues to work on various acquisitions. Progress is being made on two possible acquisitions on Creek Road with the White Acres Farm, and another on North Buck Road. We are hopeful to complete the White Acres Farm acquisition prior to the end of 2007, and the North Buck Road acquisition either late this year or in 2008.

Report:

Building Inspector/Zoning Officer – Report for March 2007
Mr. Piersol read the Building Inspector/Zoning Officer’s Report for March 2007.  There were fifteen building permits issued, five zoning permits issued, five demolition permits, one use and occupancy permits issued, and seventy-seven inspections conducted during the month.  The total fees collected were $11,821.40.  Mr. Piersol was asked what 5 buildings were demolished.  He said a barn and several outbuildings were demolished on the Applecross property to make way for the new development.
Report:

Brandywine Regional Police Commission
Mr. Kirkner reviewed the minutes for February 2007.  The Police Commission is interviewing potential candidates for positions as part-time police officers.  The additional officers are needed because Sgt. Lawrence Pence will be retiring in June and Officer Michael McBride will begin military duty.

Report:

Police Chief - Police Activity Report for March 2007 

Police Activity Report – March 2007
Investigations


154
Traffic Citations

181
Traffic Warnings

12
Traffic Accidents

10


Criminal Arrests

8


Summary Arrests

1


Criminal Investigations – March 2007
Burglary/Criminal Trespass
0
All Assaults

1
Theft/Fraud

4
Disorderly Conduct/

Harassment

3
Disturbances

0
Suspicious Activity/



Persons

15
Domestics

2
Criminal Mischief

2
Juvenile Complaints

0

Missing Persons/

Runaways

0
Driving Under the

Influence

2
Fugitive Warrants

2
Drugs

1
Other

0

Chief Kocsi reported that the Department is finally moved into the new building and they are 

unpacking. He thanked Mr. VanLew and Mr. Dawson for their assistance with coordinating the

move. 
Report:
Fire Company’s Activity Report for March 2007
Mr. Piersol read the Activity Report for the month of March 2007, as submitted by Fire Chief Robert Zynn, Jr. There were eighty-one total incidents.  In East Brandywine Township there were thirteen fire calls and fifteen QRS calls.  In West Brandywine Township there were fourteen fire calls and thirty-four QRS calls. Mr. Piersol stated that the Fire Company is planning a Kid’s Festival for June 9th and 10th as a fundraiser for the Fire Company.  So far there has been a very positive public response from residents.  Flyers have been distributed in various locations and the Fire Company has been able to obtain quite a few sponsors to help defray the costs.  
Subdivision

Hillendale – The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension to review this subdivision application until March 31, 2007.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to accept this extension.  Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with both voting Aye.  Mr. Kirkner abstained from voting. 

AWI/Croppers – The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension to review this subdivision application until August 31, 2007.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to accept this extension.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  
Dilworth Tract – The applicant is granting an extension to review this subdivision application until August 1, 2007.  Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to accept this extension.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Additional Public Comment

Mr. George Holmes asked if the Board had thought about how the slowdown in construction might affect anticipated revenues and the Township’s budget.  Mr. Piersol stated that most of the proposed development projects were not planning to begin construction of homes this year; rather they would be working on putting infrastructure in place.  Mr. Holmes asked if the slow sales in the Hide-A-Way Farms development would affect the budget.  Mr. Piersol stated that the slow sales were considered in creating the budget, so this issue should not have a measurable impact on the budget.
The Supervisors thanked Mr. Piersol, Mr. VanLew and the rest of the Township staff for their hard work and effort with the new municipal complex.  

Chairman Fischer asked if there were other comments from the audience.  There were none.
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M  
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer
