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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

Tuesday, September 14, 2010
7:30 AM
Those in Attendance:

Michael Corbin, Chairman

Gerald Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chairman
David Summers, Treasurer
Mrs. Sandra Moser, Member

Absent:

Joseph Anthony, Secretary

Also in Attendance:

David A. Kirkner, Chairman, East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors

Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Thomas Oeste, Esq., Municipal Authority Solicitor 

Joseph Boldaz, Municipal Authority Engineer
Christopher Brendza, Hydraterra Professionals

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The Municipal Authority met on Tuesday, September 14, 2010 at the East Brandywine Township Municipal Building.  Mr. Corbin called the meeting to order at 7:30 AM.  There were three visitors present.
Minutes:  August 10, 2010
Mr. Corbin asked if there were additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mrs. Moser made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Summers seconded the motion with all voting Aye.
Treasurer’s Report

Municipal claims for the second quarter were filed on August 16, 2010.  There are now open claims against four users.  Delinquent notices for the third quarter user fees were sent to ten users.  Municipal claims will be filed against those accounts which remain unpaid as of October 7, 2010.
There was one settlement in July and seven settlements in August at Applecross. The total number of occupied homes is 119, in addition to ten model homes and the community and fitness centers.
Mrs. Smedley provided the Treasurer’s report and a list of invoices for payment.  Mr. Kirkpatrick made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and authorize payment of the bills.  Mrs. Moser seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Applecross
Wastewater Treatment Plant Construction 

Mr. Boldaz provided photographs of construction at the Applecross Wastewater Treatment Plant., including pouring concrete for the base and walls.  Mr. Corbin asked if there were any issues.  Mr. Boldaz said there were no major issues with the quality of work.  An independent firm has been testing the breaking strength of the concrete and other work to ensure it meets the strength requirements outlined in the specifications.  
Mr. Kirkpatrick asked if there have been any comments or complaints about construction or traffic.  Mr. Creeger from Pulte Homes said that he has kept in contact with residents of the Applecross Development and nearby areas.  He has had no complaints about this portion of construction so far.  In addition, Mr. Creeger has kept in contact with Mr. Piersol so that the Township is aware of how construction is progressing.  
Mr. Boldaz said that the contractor will be grouting and conducting water tests in the next month.  He expects the tanks to be  filled with water from the nearby lagoons.
Pump Station A Generator Noise Issue  
Mr. Corbin asked if there were any thoughts on the noise issue. Mr. Piersol said that Pulte has installed landscaping in order to buffer the noise.  Tests indicate that this has had some impact, but the reduction was barely perceptible.  A meeting has been scheduled for October 20th with PADEP, Mr. Piersol, Mr. Boldaz, Mr. Creeger and Mr. Ebert to discus this issue, review what efforts have been made so far, and determine exactly what PADEP considers acceptable levels.  Mr. Corbin asked if Mr. Ebert had any suggestions.  Mr. Creeger said that Mr. Ebert hasn’t discussed remedies other than landscaping because he is waiting to see what PADEP proposes.  Mr. Ebert has indicated he believes the noise level has been reduced since the landscaping was installed.  
Pump Station/WWTPAir Quality Permit – Request for Determination

Mr. Brendza completed a Request for Determination in regard to PADEP’s inquiry about an Air Quality Permit.  After reviewing the request, PADEP determined that the generators fell within the parameters of an exemption and a permit wasn’t needed.
Escrow Reduction
Mr. Boldaz has received three escrow reduction requests from Pulte for the collection system and expects to receive another for the wastewater treatment plant shortly.  He will be reviewing the requests and quantities in the next few weeks.  Mr. Boldaz expects to have a recommendation for the Authority by next month’s meeting.  
Facilities Cost Estimate

Mr. Creeger forwarded a cost estimate to Mr. Boldaz last evening, but he hasn’t had the opportunity to review it yet.  He and Mr. Creeger will meet and discuss the costs within the next few weeks.  Mr. Creeger said he compiled this information by using bid quotes, expenditures and invoices from vendors.  
Pump Station B
Mr. Boldaz said that at one point there were discussions about eliminating Pump Station B and using the Hopewell pump station on Bondsville Road in lieu of Pump Station B. Now, Pulte wants to construct Pump Station B.  This will help them build out construction without being tied to the Special Study, thereby giving them some flexibility and allowing future users to connect.  Mr. Boldaz expects to see the design for review within the next month.  
Downingtown Area School District – Sewer Capacity Purchase and User Fee Agreement

School District Board member Norman Long and Mr. Lee Snodgrass, Director of Facilities, attended the meeting to discuss the Sewer Agreement.  At last month’s Municipal Authority meeting there were discussions about having a smaller working group meet to address and resolve some of the issues. Although the meeting was scheduled, School District officials cancelled because they felt the two sides continued to be far apart on several key elements of the Agreement.  In lieu of the meeting, Mr. Oeste met with School District Solicitor Guy Donatelli to go over the outstanding issues.  As a result of that meeting, Mr. Donatelli was to provide Mr. Oeste with additional information on the user fees. As of this date, Mr. Oeste hasn’t received that information.  Mr. Snodgrass said that there is a Special School Board meeting tomorrow evening.  If there is additional information to discuss he asked that it be passed along prior to that meeting.  Directly following this meeting the Municipal Authority will meet with the Board of Supervisors to discuss the Agreement.  Mr. Corbin said that the Township and Authority are interested in reaching an agreement quickly, particularly since there are only a small sub-set of issues to resolve.  Mr. Snodgrass said that the School Board has revised their schedule and now plan to open the new middle school in the fall of 2013.  

Keats Glen Wastewater Treatment Plant – Delaware County Community College Discharge
On August 25th Mr. Boldaz reported that an upset at the Keats Glen Wastewater Treatment Plant had occurred as witnessed by Lee Young, the Operator for American Water.  Mr. Young reported a green tint in the influent and within the tank at the treatment plant. Mr. Young reported that some type of coolant was discharged from the Community College into the sanitary sewer system. Large amounts of foam and solids weren’t settling. Based on these conditions, Mr. Young was concerned that the Authority may see a violation of the operations permit unless some mitigation was performed.   
Mr. Piersol immediately contacted Harry Long, the Maintenance Superintendent and Tony DeLuca, the Plant Operations Director.  Mr. DeLuca said that he was aware of the incident and he indicated that a contractor installing a new chiller was responsible for the discharge, which was polypropylene glycol.  According to Mr. DeLuca, this antifreeze material is considered to be environmentally safe.  
Mr. Boldaz said that the tank has been pumped out and the contents have been sent to a larger facility for treatment.  Mr. Boldaz has also discussed spill containment procedures with Community College maintenance staff that should be implemented.  It was suggested that a containment system be installed to prevent future occurrences.  Polypropylene glycol is a carbon based chemical so it didn’t kill bacteria, which would cause an upset in the treatment plant.  Although there was the potential for a violation the situation was corrected in a timely manner and the August monitoring reports are all within normal range.  Mr. Young will test the plant within the next few days to make sure there are no additional problems.  
Mr. Boldaz said that the Community College has agreed to pay for all time spent by him and the Authority on this discharge.  
Keats Glen Comminutor Update

Mr. Boldaz reported that the comminutor has been installed and is operable, which will reduce the amount of maintenance done at the treatment plant.  Start-up testing will be performed next week and either Mr. Piersol or Mr. VanLew will attend.  Mr. Boldaz should approve payment by the next Authority meeting.  

The two year maintenance period on the coating project has ended.  Mr. Boldaz said that Pikeland was recently out to repair some minor rust areas, but the coating continues to look good.  
Brandywine Village Shopping Center – Treatment Plant Maintenance Issue
On August 26th Mr. Boldaz received a call from Mr. Young, who is operating the Brandywine Village Shopping Center package plant.  He reported that a substantial crack was discovered in the interior steel tank wall between the decant tank and the sludge holding tank.  It is anticipated that during operation of the plant the crack is leaking solids into the clean discharge water.  As a result, Mr. Young has to keep the sludge tank well below the normal operating level to prevent any cross-contamination.  According to Mr. Young, he left several message with Adam Knox to get the leak repaired.
Mr. Boldaz called Mr. Knox to report the pending tank failure and inform him of the urgent nature of the problem.  Mr. Knox indicated that he would approve the repair immediately.  Mr. Boldaz asked that Mr. Knox inform him when the repair was scheduled so that he could witness it.  He also discussed the general condition of the plant and requested that Mr. Knox schedule an inspection and prepare a report to determine its overall condition. Mr. Knox did not commit to doing this.  
On August 30th Mr. Boldaz received a phone call from Mr. Young stating that Pre-Doc would evaluate the crack in the tank.  Mr. Boldaz, Mr. Young and a representative from Pre-doc visited the site and inspected the tanks.  Although there have been no violations yet, Mr. Boldaz remains very concerned with the overall condition of the plant.
The package plant will eventually be decommissioned and the effluent will be diverted to the Applecross Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Summers asked if the flows could be temporarily diverted through the Hopewell Pump Station.  Mr. Boldaz said that they could.  He said that PADEP may expedite decommissioning the treatment plant because of its overall poor condition.  
Mr. Oeste and Mr. Boldaz recommend that a letter be sent to Brandywine Village outlining the Authority’s concerns and expectations for repairing the plant.  Mrs. Moser mentioned that there was a grease issue about a year ago.  They were to provide maintenance updates to the Authority after that, but haven’t done so.  Mr. Boldaz will draft a letter to be sent to the owners of the shopping center.
Little Washington Wastewater Treatment Plant
A letter notifying Aqua Pennsylvania, owners of the Little Washington Wastewater Treatment of the Township’s and Authority’s intent to terminate their Agreement as of September 11, 2011 was sent on August 30, 2010 and received on September 3, 2010.  Mr. Oeste explained that this letter was sent in order to protect the interests of the Township and Authority.  The Township and Authority remain committed to working cooperatively with Aqua Pennsylvania to resolve this.

East Brandywine Baptist Church Sewer Connection 
PADEP granted an exemption from Sewage Facilities Planning for the connection of the Baptist Church to the Keats Glen Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Boldaz has had discussions with Church officials about what they need to do to connect to the sewer system.  He said that they are working through those issues.  There were discussions about installing a 6 inch lateral, but they also discussed installing a small grinder pump, which will result in less maintenance issues.  Mr. Boldaz expects to meet with the Church officials to discuss this sometime in the next week.  Mrs. Moser asked if there was a kitchen in the Church.  Mr. Boldaz said there was.  She said they would need to understand how to property dispose of grease, since it can affect the workings of the treatment plant.    
Act 537 Plan 
Mr. Boldaz is consolidating comments he has received and preparing the Act 537 plan for submittal.  He has met with representatives from Pulte and Aqua Pennsylvania to try to resolve some of their issues, which may mean some comprehensive changes to the plan.  This will be discussed with Authority members in an Executive Session.

Odor Complaints 

Yesterday, Mr. Piersol received complaints about odors from two residents in the Timbers Development. The Township didn’t receive any complaints this spring or summer, so it was assumed that everything was operating properly.  Both residents indicate there is a sulfuric odor in the morning and again in the afternoon.  Mr. Piersol will ask the residents to create a log showing dates, times and description of the odor. The Authority continues to treat the sewage at the Bondsville Road pumping station with hydrogen peroxide, which is to prevent or reduce this issue.  Mr. Boldaz said that increasing the application rate  will not likely help.  He will review Aqua’s report, which was done when residents complained several years ago.  Mr. Piersol will discuss this with Alan Roth from Aqua Pennsylvania once we receive the resident logs.  
Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items

Mr. Corbin asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were no comments.
Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Kirkpatrick made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 A.M.  Mr. Summers seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer 

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors and Municipal Authority met in Executive Session directly following this meeting to discuss legal and real estate issues.

