East Brandywine Township Historic Commission 

Special Working Meeting

January 18, 2006

Zoning Ordinances and East Brandywine Township’s Comprehensive Plan

Delaware County Community College

Room 211

7:30 PM

Attendees:

John Black

James Buczala

Steffenie Kirkpatrick  

Linda Morrison

James Tobin

   GIS Map Project

James Buczala 

   Jim is obtaining a U.S. Geological Survey Maps from a governmental department in Reston, VA, for the GIS Map Project. He ordered maps of the township from three surveys dated, 

1905-06, 1951-56, and 1968-69, He will receive these maps in approximately two weeks. He ordered 6 maps, at $12.00 a piece, with a $5.00 handling charge.

   Steffenie Kirkpatrick is going to check with the National Reserve Conservation Survey in West Chester for the availability of aerial photographs of the township. James will also check with the National Archives for other map sources. Steffenie checked with the National Resource Conservation Service (formerly the Soil Conservation Service) office in WC regarding historical aerial photos.  They have 1957 stereo photos available for viewing in the office.  Copies can be made for free.  The office is located in Suite 381 of the county building and the hours are 8:30 to 4:40 weekdays.
Zoning Ordinance/Comprehensive Plan

John Black  

   Bob Wise did not send him the six pages encompassing the entire East Brandywine Township Comprehensive Plan. We will do the wording for the zoning ordinance.

   James Buczala wants to tie the wording we use from the North Coventry ordinances to our Comprehensive Plan wording. A fine in North Coventry for not complying with the ordinances (building or demolition) is $500 per day, per offense. How does North Coventry enforce their ordinances? – Liens? Collect fines? Judgments?

   We need to have a definition of “Historical Resource”, and use it to update the Township’s Historic Resource List. We also need to be consistent with the wording mapped out in the Comprehensive Plan.

North Coventry Ordinance

Page 1, Section A;  insert  “…consistent/in accordance with comprehensive plan” if appropriate.

Page 2, Section C.1 

Review and update Resource List “as necessary”, not “annually”.

Page 2, Section C, 3, a: 

Submit revision of the Resource List to the Supervisors.

Page 4, Section E, 2 and page 7, Section E, 3:
Add, that anytime a demolition permit is applied for, the Historical Commission should be notified to check the Historic Resource List and to verify the resource doesn’t fall in as a Class 3 Resource.

Page 5, Section 3, b

The time allowance for Historical Commission approval is 90 days. When does this clock start?  Does the clock reset with each modification and/or addition to a demo permit application?
Page 6, Section 6 

Time allowance to allow demolition, or denial?  

Page 6, Section 7

Historic Commission can require “Financial Analysis” if the resource is being neglected by the owner, should we add “ and the owner claims financial considerations are the cause for the neglect.”?
Page 6, Section 9, c

Take out the “annual inspection” wording.

Change “shall be inspected annually” to “may be inspected annually”.

Page 7, Section 10, d

A Historic Commission representative shall be present at the zoning appeal.

Page 9, Section G, 1, a

Refers to “Historic Village Cluster”, do we have any?

Page 10, Section J, 1

Require Survey Cards and if needed, an Impact Study. 

Increase the footage for any impact to a Historical Resource.  

Page 12, Section K, 5

This is a toothless requirement. Keep subsection “a” and eliminate “b”. Keep “a” and eliminate “   thirty (30) days have elapsed from the date of the application, and”  from “b”. Change the “or” at the end of subsection a to “and”.

Page 15, Section 10

Dates are in there in error.

What enticements and deterrents do we want for property owners? We don’t want to end up with an empty lot after a building or resource has been demolished. Do we make a distinction between occupied and unoccupied properties?

Linda Morrison is going to call Jane Davidson or Katherine Premmer regarding the list of historic resources.

