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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR SESSION

Wednesday, September 15, 2010
Those in Attendance:

David A. Kirkner, Chairman

Jay G. Fischer, Vice-Chairman

Hudson L. Voltz, Member

Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Mark Kocsi, Chief of Police

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors meeting of Wednesday, September 15, 2010 was called to order by Chairman Kirkner at 7:30 P.M. at the East Brandywine Township Municipal Complex. Also in attendance were George Holmes, the Milemarker Editor and four other visitors.
Opening of Meeting
Chairman Kirkner opened the meeting with a Salute to the Flag.
Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Kirkner asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were no comments.
Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – August 18, 2010
Chairman Kirkner asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Voltz made a motion to approve the August 18, 2010 minutes as presented.  Vice-Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – September 2, 2010
Chairman Kirkner asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve the September 2, 2010 minutes as presented.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Planning Commission – September 1, 2010
Approval of the September 1, 2010 Planning Commission Minutes was tabled until the October 7th Board meeting.  
Treasurer’s Report

Mrs. Smedley read the account balances as of September 15, 2010.  Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of bills. Mr. Voltz seconded the motion with both voting Aye.  Chairman Kirkner voted Aye, but abstained from voting on check #13736, a medical reimbursement check.
Report:
Township Manager’s Report

Mr. Piersol met with representatives of the Federal Emergency Management Agency on Thursday morning, September 9th to discuss our request for funding for the repairs to the roof of the Public Works Garage and the Salt Shed. Eric Wynn from FEMA noted that the Hazard Mitigation program we had applied to was incorrect, and indicated they would create a new project worksheet to properly categorize our request in their Disaster Recovery Program. Initially, it did not appear from his description that our roof repair projects would provide the level of funding we anticipated. After displaying the damage to both facilities, and explaining how we were proposing to use the insurance monies already approved for repairing the damage to return the structure to previous condition, and our proposal to use the FEMA monies to improve the roof protection to avoid future similar snow damage, Mr. Wynn was somewhat more receptive. Mr. Piersol believes that with the information Township Codes Official Frank Newhams will generate based on the revised Building Code requirements, and the information the successful bidder, Jemar Contracting LLC is currently gathering, we will be successful in gaining FEMA’s approval for funding to mitigate future hazards from heavy snowfalls.

Last week, we received word from Standard and Poors’ that our Bond Refinancing has received a rating of BBB+. Michael Wolf of Boenning Scattergood is reviewing this information to determine its ultimate impact on our refinancing, in particular the bond insurance we will need to purchase to make these obligations AAA rated. 

Late this morning, we received confirmation of the Bond Insurance being accepted, which was good news. According to Mr. Wolf, we were very fortunate to receive the insurance at a very attractive price, which was half of what was expected. 

Unfortunately, the Standard & Poors’ rating increased the interest rate by 0.43%, which reduced the anticipated savings to approximately $73,000, or half of the target set by the Board. Mr. Wolf plans to attend the October 7, 2010 Supervisors’ meeting to discuss this in more detail. 

The Township has been discussing damage to Blakely Road caused by the construction vehicles for the Williams / Columbia Gas Pipeline project last year. Mr. VanLew has been discussing this with representatives of the contractor, and the pipeline. Williams has offered to reimburse the Township for half of the proposed construction cost to make the repairs. We have contacted Congressman Jim Gerlach and State Senator John Rafferty about this issue. Senator Rafferty’s staff has made several contacts on our behalf, and was given the same story. The company maintains the road was in that condition prior to the project, but because East Brandywine Township was so easy to work with, they are willing to share in the repair cost. Senator Rafferty has requested additional information, and plans to make additional contacts 
personally on our behalf. We will also be contacting the residents along Blakely Road for their input into what they witnessed.  Chairman Kirkner mentioned that he knows of at least one resident who had damage to their home because of the construction.  He will provide the name of the resident to Mr. Piersol.
Sheila Fleming from Brandywine Conservancy called today to ask for time at a future Supervisors’ meeting to present a brief slide show on the Brandywine-Struble Greenway project, envisioned as a 30-mile long corridor along the Brandywine Creek from the Delaware State Line to the Pennsylvania Mega-Greenway to the north. The concept is to create an interconnected system of formal and informal trails and pathways, parks and river access. 16 Chester County municipalities are being asked to participate in the process, basically to provide information on their respective Comprehensive Plans, trails and other inventory items, and provide feedback through the proposed two year process. The presentation is scheduled for the October 20, 2010 Supervisors’ public meeting. Mr. Piersol has invited the Planning Commission, Open Space Committee, Park & Rec Board, and Township Staff to attend. 
The Open Space Committee has been working with Robert and Anne Winship discussing the acquisition of a conservation easement across their 12-acre property on Dowlin Forge Road. The property is located between the Brandywine Ponds subdivision and the Forge Hill property where the Township acquired development rights in 2009 and would be another link to the trail from Rock Raymond Road to the Struble Trail.  Jack Stefferud from Natural Lands Trust, Bob Long from the Open Space Committee, and Mr. Piersol met with the Winships on August 3rd to walk their property to better understand their desires. The Open Space Committee, after much discussion, has recommended the Supervisors approve obtaining an appraisal of the property, which Jack Stefferud from Natural Lands Trust is prepared to do. Mr. Piersol provided Chairman Bob Long’s September 11th e-mail which confirms their request. He requested approval from the Board for this first step in this easement acquisition process.  Vice-Chairman Fischer asked about the cost of the appraisal.  Mr. Piersol thought it would be between $2,000 and $3,000. This will be funded through the Open Space Referendum Fund, not the General Fund.  Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve obtaining an appraisal of the Winship property.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Report:
Building Inspector/Zoning Officer – Report for August 2010
Mr. Piersol read the Building Inspector/Zoning Officer’s Report for August 2010.  In August there were thirty-two permits issued, one zoning permit, sixteen use and occupancy permits issued, and one hundred and thirty-five inspections conducted during the month.  The total fees collected were $29,397.20.  
Park and Recreation Report

The Park and Recreation Committee’s “Fore the Park” Golf Outing will be held Tuesday, October 5th at 1:30 P.M.  
DARC

Mr. Voltz said that DARC has seen a large increase in attendance with several programs including the day camps and usage by adults.  Although the Township’s usage went up this year Mr. Voltz doesn’t anticipate an increase in Township membership fees for next year.  
East Brandywine Township Police Chief’s Report
The Take Back Initiative will occur on Saturday, September 25th between 10:00 A.M. and 2 P.M. in the Township Building lobby area. Residents can dispose of any expired or unused pills, tablets, capsules or caplets in boxes that will be provided by the Police Department and DEA.  Please visit the Police Department’s web site, www.ebtpd.org for more information.
Chief Kocsi publicly commended Corporal Mark Twaddell, Officer Jim Ferraro and Officer Steve Tyree for their quick response in locating an autistic and deaf 3-year old child who went missing from his home on Delancey Place on Monday, September 7, 2010.  The child squeezed out of a fenced-in area in the back yard. The three officers called for additional assistance and split up to check the area.  Eventually, Officer Tyree located the child in some underbrush behind a barbed wire fence.  Their quick actions and coordination of the search resulted in the child being found safely.  Chief Kocsi also thanked the Fire Company, Caln Township Police, West Chester University’s K-9 and Skycare helicopter for responding to assist in the search.  
Incidents Reported



185

Criminal Arrests



7

Summary Arrests



5

Accidents Investigated


5

Traffic Citations Issues


178

Warnings Issues



21

Vacation House Checks


102

Patrol Miles Logged



8340

Several weeks ago Chief Kocsi forwarded revised sections of the Police Policy Manual for the Supervisors to review and approve.  He asked if they had any questions.  The Supervisors asked that this item be placed on the October 7th Work Session Agenda.  

Fire Company’s Activity Report for August 2010 
Mr. Piersol read the Activity Report for the month of August 2010, as submitted by Fire Chief Joseph Edwards. There were sixty-three total incidents.  In East Brandywine Township there were eight fire calls and twenty-two QRS calls.  In West Brandywine Township there were six fire calls and eighteen QRS calls.  The Fire Company provided assistance in Wallace Township, Caln Township, Coatesville and West Nantmeal Township. Estimated fire damage was $350.00.
The Fire Company’s annual Fire Safety Open House will be held Wednesday evening October 13th. 
Fire Prevention Safety Week will take place from October 4th through October 10th.  Members of the Fire Company will be visiting every school in East Brandywine and West Brandywine Townships during the week.    

Dixon Zoning Hearing

The East Brandywine Township Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at 7:30 P.M. to hear the application of Nina and Geoff Dixon to construct a mother-in-law suite on their property for Mrs. Dixon’s mother.  The property is located at 1071 Creek Road in Lyndell.  The in-law suite was built inside the existing structure and has a bedroom, bathroom and small kitchen.  The zoning application was provided to the Supervisors for their review.  Mr. Dixon and Mrs. Dixon weren’t aware that zoning relief or a permit was needed, but contacted the Township about it when they tried to refinance their home.  

Mr. Dixon explained that the room was over their garage and he constructed walls, a small kitchen and bathroom.  There is a hallway that connects this space to the main house.  Although the addition is on the second floor, they have installed a stair glide for Mrs. Dixon’s mother so she doesn’t have to use the steps.  

Vice-Chairman asked Mr. and Mrs. Dixon if they understood and agreed to the recommendations being made by the Planning Commission. They said they did.  Vice-Chairman Fischer then made a motion to support this application with the conditions that the applicant obtain a building permit from the Township and agree to record a memorandum that the area will not be occupied by more than two persons, with at least one of the occupants related to the owners of the principal residents and that the owner of the lot shall also live on the property.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Additional Public Comment

Chairman Kirkner asked if there were additional comments.  Ms. Jan Herd asked if the Township had seen a loss in revenue considering the state of the economy.  Chairman Kirkner said that the Township has been fortunate that they made fairly conservative estimates this year about incoming revenues and there haven’t been any unforeseen expenses.  He said that trash fee collections are slow, so a reminder will be sent to those residents who haven’t paid.  She then asked if the Township expected to see a tax increase for 2011.  Chairman Kirkner said that the Township doesn’t anticipate increasing taxes for next year, but will know more in the next month or so.  He particularly thanked Chief Kocsi for being so conservative with the Police Department Budget.
Vice-Chairman Fischer wondered whether the Township should consider sending out the Milemarker by email since this would save a great deal of money.  Ms. Herd suggested that residents be given the option of receiving it by email or mail.  She said that many residents would prefer to receive it by email.  Mr. Piersol said there is a link for the newsletters on the Township web site.  
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

