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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR SESSION

Wednesday, June 16, 2010
Those in Attendance:

David A. Kirkner, Chairman
Jay G. Fischer, Vice-Chairman

Hudson L. Voltz, Member

Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Mark Kocsi, Chief of Police

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors meeting of Wednesday, June 16, 2010 was called to order by Chairman Kirkner at 7:30 P.M. at the East Brandywine Township Municipal Complex. Also in attendance were George Holmes, the Milemarker Editor, and eleven visitors.
Opening of Meeting
Boy Scout Brian Eisberg led the audience in the Salute to the Flag.  

Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Kirkner asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  There were no comments.

Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – May 19, 2010
Chairman Kirkner asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Mr. Voltz made a motion to approve the May 19, 2010 minutes as presented.  Vice-Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Board of Supervisors – June 3, 2010
Chairman Kirkner asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes.  There were none.  Vice-Chairman Fischer a motion to approve the June 3, 2010 minutes as presented.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Minutes:

Planning Commission – June 2, 2010

Chairman Kirkner asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Planning Commission minutes. There were none.  Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve the above minutes.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
Treasurer’s Report

Mrs. Smedley read the account balances as of June 16, 2010.  Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of bills. Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, but abstained from voting on check #13527.  Chairman Kirkner seconded approval of that check and all voted aye.  

Report:
Township Manager’s Report

Our Family Day in the Park was held on Saturday, May 22nd. Chairman Jim Worrell reported that over 30 vendors and crafters participated in this year’s event. The hot air balloon was not able to fly due to wind conditions in the Park that day, and two other groups decided not to attend the event. We had intermittent rain showers through the mid-afternoon which caused some vendors to leave with each shower. Attendance was fair throughout the day and Mr. Piersol and the Park and Rec Board members discussed ideas on how attendance could be improved in the future. Mr. Piersol thanked the members of the Park & Rec Board who worked hard planning this year’s event.

Chief Kocsi, Mr. VanLew and Mr. Piersol attended an all-day seminar on Capital Improvement Planning and Budgeting on May 24th. The instructor was Ron Wagenmann, who is the Manager of Upper Merion Township in Montgomery County. They gained a great deal of insight into the process of planning and budgeting for capital improvements, some of which is already being done on an informal basis. The process involves not only the governing body, but it was suggested that other boards such as the Planning Commission can have responsibilities in the budget planning process. We will be meeting with Carl Croft, who has offered to assist the Township with this undertaking later this summer. There was also information provided on a variety of grant and loan programs during this seminar.

The Applecross Country Club has announced it will be formally dedicating the golf course at a ribbon-cutting ceremony scheduled for Friday evening, July 2nd at 6 PM. Further details will be forthcoming, but they did ask for the Township to participate in this event. Mr. Piersol did have a meeting with Bob Levy, the golf course operator on June 1st to determine progress on the issues the Supervisors raised relative to the golf course use by the public, and access to the restaurant proposed in the golf clubhouse. Applecross Country Club is proposing to formalize our discussion in letter form; initially they are going to propose open golf play three to four times each year. Once the restaurant operations are more firm, they will provide additional details to the Township.

The draft of the Master Site Plan for the Bondsville Mill Park is under final review. The Mill Committee’s final comments are due to our consultant, Rettew Associates, by this Friday, June 18th. The final draft will be provided to the Board of Supervisors at their July 1st meeting. A formal presentation of the final report, complete with a brief PowerPoint slide show, will be made at the public meeting on Wednesday evening, July 21st. The Board will consider adoption of this guidance document at that time. We will be inviting those who attended the January 25th public meeting by letter. The general public is invited to attend the July 21st meeting.

With the approach of summer, graduations, July 4th and summer gatherings, Mr. Piersol warned our residents who choose to illegally possess or display fireworks without the appropriate license or permit. The State Fire Marshal’s regulations are very clear that possession of consumer-grade fireworks is limited to cap guns and sparklers. It is illegal for any individual or business to possess firecrackers, skyrockets, roman candles, aerial fireworks or similar devices in the Commonwealth without proper licensing by the Attorney General’s Office, and approval of the local authority having jurisdiction, in this case, East Brandywine Township. Mr. Piersol has requested that the Police and Fire Departments both investigate any aerial or ground fireworks displays that may occur during this period in our community, and immediately take appropriate action to stop the display and disable the fireworks for the safety of all our residents. 

The Downingtown Area Historical Society will have an exhibit featuring vintage photos from 1900 to 1960 on June 24th from 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  The exhibit is open to the public.  
Report:
Building Inspector/Zoning Officer – Report for May 2010
Mr. Piersol read the Building Inspector/Zoning Officer’s Report for May 2010.  In May there were twenty-four permits issued, nine zoning permits, twelve use and occupancy permits issued, and seventy inspections conducted during the month.  The total fees collected were $20,088.59.  
Report
:

Roadmaster’s Report

Mr. VanLew said that he received an email from Sandy Martin regarding resurfacing the bridge deck on North Reeds Road.  In addition to securing the deck, they will slightly re-profile the approach to the bridge to reduce the impact load.  To accomplish this task, they will remove and reconstruct approximately 50 feet of the approach roadway on the Route 282 side of the bridge.  During the site visit they noticed that approximately 70 additional feet of Township roadway has significant cracking and some rutting.  She asked if East Brandywine Township would be interested in partnering with the County to have the deteriorated section of roadway repaired at the same time.  If only an overlay is required the cost would be $1,500. If base repairs are needed, it would cost an additional $2,900.00.  There would be a savings to the Township since the County has already paid for mobilization.  
The Supervisors discussed whether this work would be a separate contract or would be considered a change order with the County.  They also discussed whether the Township would pay the contractor for the work or if they would pay the County who in turn reimburse the contractor.  Mr. VanLew needs to determine if this project could be included within the scope of work for the Hopewell Road overlay since Dan Malloy paving is doing both projects.  Mr. Piersol and Mr. VanLew will discuss this with Ms. Martin and our Solicitor. Mr. VanLew said there were available funds in the State fund budget for this work. After review, the Board approved the expenditure.  
Report:

Park and Recreation Board

As previously reported, the Family Day in the Park was another success. The Supervisors thanked Park and Recreation Chairman Jim Worrell and Vice-Chairman Sandy Lammey for all their work, as well as the other members of the Board and Township Staff.
The Park and Recreation Board are looking for two additional members.  The Board asked that this be advertised in the next Mile Marker Newsletter. 

The Annual Golf Outing is scheduled for Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at the Applecross Golf Club, starting at 11:30 A.M.  

East Brandywine Township Police Chief’s Report
Mr. Voltz, Mr. Piersol and Chief Kocsi attended the annual luncheon with Senator John Rafferty on May 21, 2010.  Senator Rafferty updated municipal officials on pending legislation, topics of interest to Townships, and gave a brief overview of the State’s financial status.  It became clear that since the State is having financial trouble, State grants, loans and services are going to be cut back considerably in the next year.  

Mr. Piersol, Mr .VanLew and Chief Kocsi attended a Capital Improvement Planning and Financing seminar on May 24th.  The seminar was sponsored by the Governor’s Center and PSATS.
The Police Department participated in the Fire Company’s Kids Fest Celebration this past weekend.  The turnout was huge and the Police officers had a great time interacting with the kids and participating in this event.  

This past week Chief Kocsi attended the monthly Chester County Police Chief’s meeting. During the meeting, District Attorney Joseph Carroll addressed the Association and outlined two issues which have been developing in the County and could have a serious negative impact on police agency operations.  The first is disapproval of the surcharges to support a central booking system in the County and the second is elimination of constable services to police agencies.  The District Attorney has asked that each police chief bring these issues to the attention of their respective Board of Supervisors and ask them to lend their support to his efforts to fight the elimination of constable services and to support a central booking system for Chester County.  
Vice-Chairman Fischer asked Chief Kocsi if the Township should take a position. Chief Kocsi said that District Attorney Carroll will be sending a letter and packet of information.  Once that information is received the Board can discuss how to proceed. 
Chief Kocsi read the Police Chief’s Report for May of 2010.
Police Activity Report – April 2010
Incidents Reported 


176
Criminal Arrests


5
Summary Arrests


4
Accidents Investigated

15
Traffic Citations Issued

240
Warnings Issued


33
Vacation House Checks

45
Swearing In:  Mary Beth Mostyn as a Special Fire Police Officer

Chairman Kirkner administered the Special Fire Police oath to Ms. Mostyn.  She was congratulated by the Board of Supervisors, Mr. Piersol and Chief Kocsi.  

Report:
Fire Company’s Activity Report for May 2010 
Mr. Piersol read the Activity Report for the month of May 2010, as submitted by Fire Chief Joseph Edwards. There were fifty-four total incidents.  In East Brandywine Township there were four fire calls and twenty-two QRS calls.  In West Brandywine Township there were five fire calls and twelve QRS calls.  The Fire Company provided assistance in Wallace Township, Caln Township, Coatesville, West Caln Township and Downingtown Borough.  There was no estimated fire damage for the month.
The Fire Company will be participating in Good Neighbor Day on July 3rd in Downingtown.  Mr. Piersol said that the Kids Fest this past weekend was another tremendous success.  Estimated were that 1,000 children attended the event and he thanked the neighboring Fire Companies who assisted that day including Longwood, Glenmoore, Honeybrook and Oxford.  The members of the Board also thanked the Fire Company, Police Department and Township Staff for making this another successful event.    
Reidinger Property Proposed Lot Line Changes

The property is located south of Bell Lane and is accessed from Hopewell Road by a shared driveway.  The Reidinger Property is located in the R-1 Zoning District and currently contains a single family home with a deck, is mostly wooded, and contains some Waters of the U.S., wetlands and some steep slopes.  The existing gross acreage is 2.511 acres and the existing net acreage is 2.039 acres.

At the southern portion of the tract, the applicant is proposing to move the eastern lot line outward and to move the western lot line inward. The amount of acreage that is gained and lost is equal (8,572 sq. ft.).  

The applicant is proposing to build a garage, not to exceed 20 feet in height, partially in the expanded area that actually increases the minimum lot width and minimum side yard enough to change these values from non-compliant to compliant.  

The areas proposed to be gained and lost are with Hillendale Partners and is to be a part of the proposed Hillendale subdivision, which is subject to a Settlement Agreement plan.

Mr. Todd Reidinger and Mr. Andrew Eberwein from E.B. Walsh and Associates attended the meeting to discuss the plan, the Planning Commission’s recommendation, and the May 19, 2010 Yerkes review letter.  

The existing house is in the corner, near the rear of the tract boundary and the Reidingers would like to construct a garage.  The only logical location for the garage is to the east of the house.  In order to do this and have the garage comply with zoning setbacks, the applicant is proposing an even land swap.  The garage will be 28 ft. by 30 ft. and will be attached to the existing home.  The nearest building on the Hillendale property is approximately 400 ft. away.
After review of the plan Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to grant preliminary plan approval for the lot line change with the condition that the applicant comply with all comments in the May 19th Yerkes review letter and all representations in the June 2, 2010 Planning Commission minutes.  Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Additional Public Comment

Chairman Kirkner asked if there were additional comments.  There were no comments.   
Adjournment 

There being no further business, Mr. Voltz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Vice-Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors met in Executive Session directly following this meeting to discuss personnel issues.  

