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EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

WORK SESSION

Thursday, July 1, 2010
Those in Attendance:

David A. Kirkner, Chairman

Jay G. Fischer, Vice-Chairman

Hudson L. Voltz, Member

Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Mark Kocsi, Chief of Police

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors meeting of Thursday, July 1, 2010 was called to order by Chairman Kirkner at 7:35 A.M. at the East Brandywine Township Municipal Complex. Also in attendance was George Holmes, the Milemarker Editor and two visitors.
Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chairman Kirkner asked if there were comments on non-agenda items.  Mr. Holmes reported there is a house on Little Washington Road, near Evergreen Drive, that is in a state of disrepair.  No one appears to be living in the home and the grass and shrubbery are overgrown.  He wondered if the Township could intervene with the owner to maintain their property.  Mr. Piersol said that the grass has been mowed in the last few days.  Vice-Chairman Fischer mentioned that the house may be in foreclosure.  If it went to Sheriff’s Sale there isn’t an incentive for either the owner or the bank to clean up the house or the yard.  The property probably has to work its way through the foreclosure process.  Mr. Piersol said that the Tax Collector doesn’t have updated information on this parcel.  Unfortunately, the foreclosure process can take four to six months, during which time neither the property owner or bank are willing to expend funds for upkeep.  Due to the state of the economy, this same situation has happened with several other properties in the Township.  
Applecross Public Walking Trail Comments 

Mr. Jim Buczala, who has had ongoing discussions with Pulte regarding their walking trail and its proximity to his property, said that he wanted to comment on the June 3, 2010 meeting minutes.  Specifically, he has concerns with the sentence which states “Mr. Buczala has seen the plan as well, and appears to be satisfied that Pulte has made reasonable changes.”  Mr. Buczala thinks that statement is a little strong.  He said he wouldn’t characterize his feelings as satisfied, but rather cautiously optimistic. Although Pulte has agreed to shift the basin and trees, Mr. Buczala is concerned that if there are future problems Pulte will refer to the minutes as a way to say they satisfactorily resolved their issues with Mr. Buczala.  
Vice-Chairman Fischer said that he thought the sentence was a middle of the road statement and that Pulte can’t use that if there are future disputes since it is hearsay.  He went on to say that the minutes indicate Mr. Buczala’s general concerns are satisfied; they don’t say that he is happy with the plan.  Mr. Buczala agreed that he isn’t completely happy with the plan, but Pulte has shifted the boundary of the basins and it appears they are trying to be sensitive to his trees and trying not to inflict any damage.  
Mr. Ken Fissel from Clearview Drive asked if Pulte is obligated to let residents know when they will be blasting.  Mr. Piersol said that he thought Pulte or their subcontractor should let adjacent residents know and will contact them to make sure they follow through with nearby property owners.  Brubacher Excavating does have a permit to blast and they routinely contact the Township to inform us when the blasting will take place. They usually give one to two hours notice. Mr. Buczala said that the blasting rattles dishes in his house.  He suggested that the geotechnical reports used by Brubacher may not be specific enough.  
Pulte has agreed to flip the walking trail and landscape buffer at Mr. Fissel’s property line. He thought the last plan he saw showed a fence between his property and the trail.  Mr. Piersol said that he doesn’t recall a fence.  Mr. Buczala said that the 2005 plan shows a tree protection fence.  Vice-Chairman Fischer said there were never plans for a permanent fence.  Mr. Fissel asked how he can be assured that Pulte won’t make other changes.  Chairman Kirkner said that it was a matter of communication and suggested Mr. Fissel keep in close contact with Bill Creeger from Pulte.  
Mr. Fissel asked when construction can start in the Township. Construction can start as early as 6:00 A.M. and continue until 10:00 P.M. Monday though Saturday.  

Applecross Country Club Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Friday, July 2nd at 6 P.M.  

The Applecross Country is set to open its new course with a dedication scheduled for Friday, July 2nd at 6 P.M.  Mr. Piersol said that the Board of Supervisors and staff are invited to attend.  Chairman Kirkner, Mr. Voltz, Mr. Piersol and Chief Kocsi will attend the event on behalf of the Township.  
Letter of Support to Chester County Department of Community Development – Chester County Food Bank and Downingtown Library and Senior Center

Mr. Piersol reported that the Chester County Food Bank and the Downingtown Library and Senior Center have asked for the Township’s support for their respective projects.  The Chester County Food Bank is applying for a grant to help pay for renovations and construction of a commercial kitchen at their property on Horseshoe Pike.  The Downingtown Library and Senior Center are applying for a grant to acquire property in the Borough of Downingtown.  After review of the information, the Board supported both requests and authorized Mr. Piersol to send letters of support to the Chester County Department of Community Development.  
Brandywine Valley Association Presentation

Jane Fava of the Brandywine Valley Association will attend the July 21st Board of Supervisors meeting to discuss their recent findings on a tributary of the Brandywine along Dowlin Forge Road.
Bondsville Mill Park Master Site Plan Update

The final plan draft will be presented to the Board of Supervisors on July 21st for their consideration to adopt.  Approval will be subject to any final comments from the Board and Public during the meeting.  Final acceptance of the report document is also contingent upon the approval of the Department of Conservation & Natural Resources who funded 50% of the costs of the Master Site Plan project.  The meeting will begin at 7:30 P.M. and will include a short PowerPoint presentation.  The final draft will be available to review on our Township web site at www.ebrandywine.org.   A link to the Bondsville Mill Park Master Site Plan is available on the left side of the home page. 
Resolution 10 of 2010 – Athletic Field and Park Use Policy and Procedures

Mr. Piersol has discussed the athletic field and park use policy and procedures with Township Solicitor Stacey Fuller who advised that this should be regulated by ordinance, not resolution, per the Second Class Township Code.  She is also investigating if, and how political signs can be prohibited in the parks.  The Board suggested that Mr. Piersol look at sample ordinances to see how other Townships handle this issue.  Mr. Piersol will report back to the Board once he gathers additional information.  
Public Comment
Chairman Kirkner asked if there were any additional public comments.  There were no comments.  

Adjournment 

There being no further business, Vice-Chairman Fischer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 A.M. Mr. Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.  

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Smedley

Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors will meet in Executive Session directly following this meeting to discuss personnel issues.
