EAST BRANDYWINE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR SESSION
Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Those in Attendance:
Jay G. Fischer, Chairman

Hudson L. Voltz, Vice-Chairman

David A. Kirkner, Member
Scott T. Piersol, Township Manager

Mark Kocsi, Chief of Police

Matthew T. VanLew, Roadmaster

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

The East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors meeting of Wednesday, October 17, 2007
was called to order by Chairman Fischer at 7:30 P.M. at the East Brandywine Township
Municipal Complex. There were forty-two visitors present.

Opening of Meeting

Chairman Fischer opened the meeting with a Salute to the Flag.

Notices

The November Regular Session meeting of the Board of Supervisors will be held Tuesday,
November 27, 20097 at 7:30 P.M. The November 21* meeting has been cancelled.

The November 7, 2007 Planning Commission meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M. — not 7:30 P.M.,
the regularly scheduled time.

The Kessler Procedural Challenge Zoning Hearing will be held Tuesday, October 23, 2007 at
730 P.M.

The Hopewell Methodist Church Zoning Hearing will be held Tuesday, October 23, 2007
following the Kessler Hearing.

The Jenkins Zoning Hearing will be held Thursday, November 1, 2007 at 7:30 P.M.

The Fonda Zoning Hearing will be held Thursday, November 1, 2007 following the Jenkins
Zoning Hearing.

Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items

Chatrman Fischer asked if there were comments on non-agenda items. There were no
comments, o



East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors
QOctober 17, 2007
Page 2

Minutes: Board of Supervisors — September 19, 2007

Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes. There
were none. Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to approve the September 19, 2007 minutes as
presented. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Minutes: Board of Supervisors — October 4, 2007

Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes. There
were none. Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to approve the October 4, 2007 minutes as
presented. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Minutes: Planning Commission Minutes — October 3, 2007

Chairman Fischer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the above minutes. There
were none. Mr. Kirkner made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Vice-Chairman
Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Treasurer’s Report

Mrs. Smedley read the account balances as of October 17, 2007, Afier review of the Treasurer’s
Report/Financial Statement, Chairman Fischer made a motion to approve the report and
authorize payment of the bills. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Ave.

Report: Township Manager’s Report

Plans for Phase III of the Community Park have been finalized after review by the Township,
EBYA and the Park & Rec Board. A draft of the bid specifications has been provided by Yerkes
Associates. Mr. Piersol and Mr. VanLew are reviewing these specifications prior to meeting with
our consultants to review the document. We anticipate publishing the specifications, and
advertising for bids, before the end of this year, award of bids to occur early in 2008, and
construction to commence in the spring.

Our Open Space Committee is continuing to work with several property owners. We are
currently in discussions with the Earll family on North Buck Road. We are also continuing
discussions with the Whittaker family on the White Acres Farm property on Creck Road. Mr.
Carl Croft attended the meeting, and will discuss the Thornbury property on Hadfield Road,
which extends into West Brandywine Township.

Chief Kocsi and Mr. Piersol met with a resident committee from the Hopewell subdivision in late
September to discuss their traffic concerns for Ferndale & Brookhaven Lanes. They had a very
cordial first meeting, exchanged several ideas about working cooperatively on ways to address
these concerns. -
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Mr. Piersol will meet with representatives of the Williams Pipeline Company Thursday morning
to discuss a significant reduction in the scope of their proposed project, which primarily would
impact property owners along Old Horseshoe Pike, in the Cumberland Ridge and Tunbridge
developments. Mr. Piersol understood that the project has met with resistance in other areas, and
the company has decided to scale back the construction project.

Mr. Piersol was notified late yesterday by James Boyer of the Army Corps of Engineers that the
meeting originally proposed for Thursday, October 18™, to discuss the Wawa project, has been
postponed until such time as the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation has fully reviewed
the Army Corp’s decision and background information.

The Township advertised for bids for three road renovation projects in September. Bids were
received and opened the afternoon of September 28", We received proposals from the following
five contractors:

Contractor Bid Amount
Brubacher Excavating, Inc. $525,920.76
Road-Con, Inc. $529.915.00
Dan Malloy Paving, Inc. $474,772.00
Alan A. Meyers, Inc. $517,431.25
Charlestown Paving & Excavating, Inc. $535,129.96

Mr. VanLew and Mr. Piersol reviewed the bids; the low bid was $101,772.00 greater than the
amounts budgeted in our 2007 State Fund and General Fund budgets. The General Fund line
item amount for road construction was $85,000; the balance was to be paid from the State Fund.
Mr. VanLew and Mr. Piersol believe additional funds from the State Fund can be used to cover
the additional costs for this project. An alternative is to delay the renovation of Pancoast Lane
until 2008, which would reduce the 2007 cost by $90,088.00. The contract contains an escalator
clause for an increase in the asphalt index, should the Board decide to delay work on Pancoast
Lane. The other project costs would remain as specified in the contractor’s bid.

Mr. VanLew and Mr. Piersol believe the additional funds for this project are available in the
State Fund, which would not drain the funds sufficiently to cause a concern with winter road
maintenance. Mr. Piersol stated that there would be approximately $88,000 left in the State
Fund. According to Mr. VanLew, during an average snow year he uses approximately $15,000
to $20,000 for salt, anti-skid, etc. The Township can award the bid and then make changes if it
is decided to delete Pancoast Lane from the scope of work this year.

Mr. VanLew said that Malloy Paving has done other work in the Township and he is satisfied
with the quality of their work.

Chairman Fischer asked if there were additional questions. There were none. Mr. Kirkner made
a motion to accept the bid submitted by Dan Malloy Paving, Inc. in the amount of $474,772.00.
Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
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Report: Building Inspector/Zoning Officer — Report for September 2007

Mr. Piersol read the Building Inspector/Zoning Officer’s Report for September 2007. There
were eleven building permits issued, two zoning permits issued, eleven use and occupancy
permits issued, and seventy-three inspections conducted during the month. The total fees
collected were $8,589.49.

Report: Brandywine Regional Police Commission

Mr. Kirkner reviewed the Brandywine Regional Police Commission minutes for August of 2007.
Chief Kocsi attended the monthly Chief’s meeting at the Intermediate Unit in Downingtown. He
was informed that the Springton Manor Elementary School opening is scheduled for February of
2008. Brandywine Wallace Elementary School will be closed for approximately one year for

renovations.

Mr. Ron Stern from the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services is conducting a study
of the Brandywine Regional Police that should be complete shortly.

The next meeting of the Brandywine Regionat Police Commission will be held Thursday,
October 25, 2007 at 8:00 A.M. at the Wallace Township building.

Report: Police Chief - Police Activity Report for September 2007

Police Activity Report — September 2007

Investigations 178
Traffic Citations 154
Traffic Warnings 53
Traffic Accidents 14
Criminal Arrests 7
Summary Arrests 1

Criminal Investigations — September 2007

Burglary/Criminal Trespass 2
All Assaults 2
Theft/Fraud 3
Disorderly Conduct/
Harassment

Disturbances 11
Suspicious Activity/

Persons ' 1
Domestics 5
Criminal Mischief 5
Juvenile Complaints 0
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Missing Persons/
Runaways 0
Driving Under the
Influence
Fugitive Warrants
Drugs

O o N

Chief Kocsi reported that Fairview Road will be closed between Indiantown Road and Bamston
Road for the next month. The Brandywine Regional Police will be enforcing the road closure.
East Reeceville Road 1s now open to through traffic. One resident noted that PADOT still has
road closure signs throughout the Township that need to be removed.

Downingtown Area Recreation Consortium

Vice-Chairman Voltz reported that Downingtown Borough had opted not to join DARC this past
year, but has now decided to rejoin, which will help in keeping costs down for all the
participating municipalities. He also stated that in 2005 the Downingtown Area School District
levied a usage fee for non-school programs held in their buildings. The School District rescinded
the policy in September, a savings that can help DARC offer additional programs to their
members.

Report: Fire Company’s Activity Report for September 2007

Mr. Piersol read the Activity Report for the month of September, 2007, as submitted by Fire
Chief Robert Zynn, Jr. There were fifty-eight total incidents. In East Brandywine Township
there were six fire calls and twenty QRS calls. In West Brandywine Township there were five
fire calls and sixteen QRS calls. The Fire Company provided assistance in Downingtown
Borough, West Caln Township, Honey Brook Borough and West Vincent Township.
Estimated fire damage for the month was $70,000.

M. Piersol reported that the East Brandywine Fire Company Open House held on Wednesday,
October 10, 2007 from 6 P.M. to 9 P.M. was a rousing success. Approximately 500 people
attended the event. Fire Company representatives also visited six area schools to provide
education to students during Fire Prevention Week.

Open Space Committee

Mr. Carl Croft, on behalf of the Open Space Committee, asked for the Supervisors approval for a
Request for Services for the Thornbury property on Hadfield Road in the southwestern portion of
the Township. The Thornburys own three parcels totaling 21.5 acres, 7.5 of those acres are in
East Brandywine Township and the remaining acreage is in West Brandywine Township. Mr.
and Mrs. Thornbury are very interested in conservation easements for their property and have
been working with Kevin Anderson from the Brandywine Conservancy on this. Brandywine
Conservancy will hold the easements on the property. Mr. and Mrs. Thornbury are interesting in
moving forward with East Brandywine Township whether or not they can come to an Agreement
with West Brandywine Township.



East Brandywine Township Board of Supervisors
October 17, 2007
Page 6

According to Mr. Croft, the only building to be constructed on the property will be an 800 SF
outbuilding. Mr. Croft reported that an adjacent landowner in the vicinity may also be interested
in discussing conservation easements for their property. Mr. and Mrs. Thornbury have agreed to
grant a trail easement on either side of Hadfield Road for future use by the Township.

Mr. Croft is asking the supervisors to approve the request for services, which will include an
appraisal of the property. Since only a portion of the property is in East Brandywine Township,
the Township will only pay for 38% of the services requested. Mr. Croft estimated the total cost
of the appraisal to be $1,500.00.

Chairman Fischer asked if there were any questions. There were none. Vice-Chairman Voltz
made a motion to approve the Request for Services for the Thombury property. Mr. Kirkner
seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Jenkins Zoning Hearing

The Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Thursday, November 1, 2007 to hear the application of
David L. Jenkins for a house addition at 116 Helm Way. The property is located in the R-1
Zoning District. The applicant requests a variance from Section 399-22.A (5) of the Zoning
Ordinance which limits the impervious coverage of lots in the R-1 Zoning District to 10% of the
net area of the lot. The applicant proposes to increase the existing impervious coverage from
9.86% to 11.3%.

Mr. Jenkins explained that he would like to build a guest suite at the back of the existing
residence in order for out-of-town relatives to visit, particularly elderly parents who have
difficulty navigating steps. He will also be creating a home office space. An existing bedroom
will now be used as a sitting room, so the applicant does not need to provide a sewer certification
from the Chester County Health Department. At the Planning Commission meeting Mr. Jenkins
agreed that the house could not be sold as a five bedroom house unless a sewer certification was
provided, or the septic was upgraded.

The applicant has stated that he is willing to sign a “Memorandum of Zoning Hearing Board
Decision” stating that if the Zoning Hearing Board decision is favorable, he will agree to sign a
memorandum that will memorialize his agreement not to add additional impervious cover to the
property and that the house will be sold as a four bedroom house unless a sewer certification is
provided or a septic system upgrade is completed. This Memorandum will be recorded against
the deed of the property at the Chester County Recorder of Deeds office. In addition, a note will
be added to the plan that will be submitted with the building permit application.

The Planning Commission supported the application with the conditions outlined above. Mr.
Bruce Rawlings, Chairman of the Planning Commission asked that the additional impervious
cover be mitigated by a stormwater management plan acceptable to the Township Engineer. Mr.
Jenkins agreed to this. Chairman Fischer asked if there were any questions on the application.
There were none. Vice-Chairman Voltz made a motion to support the application with the
conditions outlined in the October 3, 2007 Planning Commission meeting minutes and these
minutes. Chairman Fischer seconded the motion, with all voting Avye.
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Fonda Zoning Hearing

The Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Thursday, November 1, 2007 to hear the application of
Dwight and Maureen Fonda for a house addition at 124 Govemors Circle. The property is
located in the R-1 Zoning District. The applicant requests a variance from Section 399-22.A (5)
of the Zoning Ordinance which limits the impervious coverage of lots in the R-1 Zoning District
to 10% of the net area of the lot. The applicant proposes to increase the existing impervious
coverage from 10.255% to 11.9%.

Mr. Fonda stated that the proposed addition will mclude a first floor bedroom and bathroom for
his father-in-law and a slight enlargement of the existing kitchen. Mr. Fonda also stated that
when he purchased the home they had oversized the septic system for five bedrooms. The
applicant will provide a copy of the sewer certification for the Zoning Hearing Board to review,
and a note will be added to the building plan.

At the Planning Commission meeting, Mr. Giannantonio said the percentage of imperious cover
on the plan should be modified. The application shows existing impervious as 10.255%; it is
actually 11.05%. The application shows the proposed increase to 11.9% and is it actually
12.54%. He stated he had no problem with the increase, but that the application should be
amended. After review of the above information with the Fonda’s engineer, Mr, Giannantonio
has agreed the original calculations were correct.

The plans show a stone seepage bed that will be constructed on the east side of the addition. The
Planning Commission thought that the seepage bed will be a benefit as it will promote
groundwater recharge.

The applicants were asked if they would be willing to sign a “Memorandum of Zoning Hearing
Board Decision” stating that if the Zoning Hearing Board decision is favorable, they will agree to
sign a memorandum that will memorialize this agreement not to add additional impervious cover
to the property. Mr. Fonda agreed to this. This Memorandum will be recorded against the deed
of the property at the Chester County Recorder of Deeds office. In addition, a note will be added
to the plans that will be submitted with the building permit application.

The Planning Commission supported the application with the conditions outlined above.
Chairman Fischer asked if there were any questions. There were none. Vice-Chairman Voliz
made a motion to support the zoning application with the conditions cutlined in the October 3,
2007 Planning Commission meeting minutes. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting
Aye.

Hopewell Methodist Church — Land Development Plan and Zoning Hearing Requests

The owner and applicant is the Hopewell United Methodist Church. The plan proposes two
additional parking lots with accompanying stormwater management facilities. The tract is
located within the R-1 Residential District and is located on Hopewell Road just west of
Crawford Road.
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The Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Tuesday, October 23, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. to hear the
application of the Church for permission to expand an existing parking lot. The applicant
requests a variance from Section 399-22.A(5) of the Zoning Ordinance which limits the
impervious coverage to 12%. In addition, the applicant has requested variances from Section
399-14.D.2, 399-14.D.1.b, 399-14.D.1.c and 399-14.D.3.d. These sections restrict grading in
steep slope areas. The applicant has requested variances from these sections in order to allow
parking to be provided in steep slope areas, and to allow stormwater management to be
established in steep slope areas.

Ms. Melissa Kelly from Rettew and Associates and Mr. David Cloetingh from Hopewell
Methodist Church attended the meeting to discuss the above application.

Ms. Kelly stated that representatives from the Church had met with Mr. Piersol, Mr,
Giannantonio and surrounding property owners on August 29" to review the Church’s existing
drainage facilities and proposed areas where two new parking lots are to be constructed. The
purpose of the meeting was to discuss neighbor’s concerns about the existing runoff problems,
the source of those problems, and the potential improvements the Church could make to alleviate
or eliminate those stormwater problems attributable to the Church.

In order to maximize storage in the existing basin and minimize discharge, the applicant is
proposing to install an orifice plate at the basin discharge structure. Details and calculations will
be provided for the Township to review. The basin volume is currently 35,000 cubic feet of
stormwater. With the addition of the orifice plate the basin will hold 38,000 cubic feet of
stormwater, and reduce the outflow. The orifice plate will be adjustable at the suggestion of Mr.
Barry Gastrock.

Ms. Kelly stated that the Church would install erosion matting and re-establish lawn cover on the
Healy property. In addition, once there 1s additional significant rainfall, the Church has agreed to
consider other modifications, if necessary.

There will be some tree removal when the proposed east parking lot is installed. The Church has
agreed to a tree replacement plan that will be reviewed by Mr. Giannantonio and Mr. Kummer.

It was noted that downed trees and even depressions in the ground can make dramatic changes to
where water flows. Fallen trees will need to be removed and the Church will need to be vigilant
to make sure that water being discharged from their property doesn’t cause problems for
neighboring property owners.

The applicant has withdrawn their request for a variance from Section 133-104.D of the Zoning
Ordinance. With the shrinkage of the parking lot, parking in the front yard will not exceed 50%.
The current calculation indicates parking at 48.2%.

The applicant is requesting a variance from Section 399-25.A(5) to increase the impervious
surface coverage on the property. The current existing impervious surface is 23.73% and
28.83% with gravel, and the applicant proposes to increase this to 26.12% and 31.22% with
gravel. The eastern parking lot will be paved and have a subsurface infiltration bed. The
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western parking lot will have a detention basin. They will be designed as two separate systems.
Ms. Kelly stated that two separate designs were needed because of the difference in soils near the
eastern and western parking lots.

At the October 3, 2007 meeting, the Planning Commission supported the Church’s requests with
the following conditions:

1. All surrounding property owners’ issues are resolved to the satisfaction of the Township
prior to commencement of work.

2. The applicant installs fencing along the Hopewell Road parking area that is satisfactory
to the Township Engineer and PennDOT.,

3. An adjustable orifice plate is installed in the basin, along with a grate so it doesn’t get
clogged.

4. The lights along the perimeter of the property continue to be turned off at 11:00 P.M.

The applicant provides a tree removal and replacement plan. Specimen trees should be

identified on the plan. The stormwater facilities might be able to be slightly relocated so

that tree removal is mininized.

i

Section 399-14.D.2 — The applicant will be encroaching in the steep slope areas, mostly in the
eastern parking lot. The Township Engineer stated that these are manmade slopes and shouldn’t
pose a problem as long as they are stabilized. The Planning Commission supported this zoning
request.

Section 399-14.D.1(b) — Finished slopes of all cuts and fills shall be stabilized and shall be no
steeper than 25%. The applicant proposes to stabilize these areas using matting and some ground
cover plants. The Planning Commission supported this variance request.

Section 399-14.1(c) — All lands within the Steep Slope Conservation District that are in excess of
25% slope shall remain in an undisturbed, natural condition. No uses or activities otherwise
permitted within the district shall be permitted within areas exceeding 25% slope. The Planning
Commission supports this request.

Section 399-14.D.3(d) — Sanitary or storm sewers where approved by all regulatory agencies —
Some portions of the proposed infiltration bed will be going through the man-made slopes. The
Planning Commission supports this special exception request.

A note should be added to the plan regarding the off-site work that will be done to rectify the
surrounding property owner’s problems.

Chairman Fischer asked if there were comments from the audience. Mr. Barry Gastrock stated
that it was inappropriate for the application to be considered by the Zoning Hearing Board before
the neighbors’ issues are resolved. He stated that he is in the process of consulting an attorney.
Mr. Gastrock stated that he expected the Church to already begin rectifying the issues that have
been discussed. Mr. Cloetingh stated that he has personally cut and removed some of the fallen
trees in back of the Church property, but there is still much work to be done.
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Ms. Kelly stated that the Church has a preliminary plan that has been reviewed by the Township
Engineer and Planning Commission and would like to get those issues resolved. It was the
Church’s understanding that the outstanding issues with the neighbors need to be resolved before
land development construction begins.

Chairman Fischer and Mr. Rawlings agreed that it is the normal procedure for outstanding issues
to be resolved during the land development review process. It is his opinion that the Zoning
Hearing Board can consider the application while the land development review process
continues. The applicant still has to go to the Planning Commission for recommendations for
preliminary and final plan approval for their land development application, and also needs to
obtain those approvals from the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Cloetingh stated that the Church is
committed to fixing the off-site issues regardless of the outcome at the Zoning Hearing Board.

Chairman Fischer asked if the applicant had any problems with the conditions outlined in the
October 3" Planning Commission meeting. Mr. Cloetingh stated there were no problems with
the conditions.

Mr. Stephen Cushman, Vice-Chairman of the Planning Commission, stated that the Church
should start fixing the outstanding problems with their neighbors right away and make a good
faith effort to make sure these issues are resolved prior to commencement of any work.

Chairman Fischer asked if there were additional questions. There were none. Chairman Fischer
then made a motion to support the requested variances and special exception subject to the
conditions outlined in the October 3, 2007 Planning Commission minutes. Vice-Chairman Voltz
seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Subdivision Extensions

The Weaver Tract - The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension
to review this subdivision application until November 22, 2007. Vice-Chairman Voltz made a
motion to accept this extension. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Watters Tract - The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension to
review this subdivision application until December 8, 2007. Vice-Chairman Voliz made a
motion to accept this extension. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Hopewell Methodist Church - The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an
extension to review this subdivision application until December 31, 2007. Vice-Chairman Voltz
made a motion to accept this extension. Mr. Kirkner seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.

Hillendale - The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extenston to
review this subdivision application until December 31, 2007. Mr. Kirkner made a motion to
accept this extension. Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Aye.
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Dilworth Tract - The Planning Commission is recommending the Board accept an extension to
review this subdivision application until February 1, 2008. Mr. Kirkner made a motion to accept
this extension. Vice-Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Ave.

The Board of Supervisors adjourned to a public hearing at 8:35 P.M. to consider adoption of
Ordinance 07 of 2007.

Ordinance 07 of 2007 — An Ordinance of East Brandywine Township, Chester County,
Pennsylvania, Amending Various Provisions of the Land Use Code of the Township of East
Brandywine, Including Chapter 350, Subdivision and Land Development, Concerning
Conservation and the Four-Step Design Process; and Chapter 399, Zoning, Concerning
Conservation and Cluster Development

Chairman Fischer reopened the regular meeting at 8:37 P.M.

Chairman Fischer made a motion to table consideration of this ordinance to a later date. Vice-
Chairman Voltz seconded the motion, with all voting Ave.

The Board of Supervisors adjourned to a public hearing at 8:38 P.M. to consider adoption of
Ordinance 08 of 2007.

Ordinance 08 of 2007 — Proposed Ordinance Amending Chapter 399, Article XII, Historic
Recourse Protection Standards; Article I1, Terminology; Article XVI, Signs; and Article
XVIII, Administration of the Land Use Code

Chairman Fischer opened the hearing.
Township Solicitor Stacey Fuller provided the following exhibits for the Board’s review:

1. Exhibit B~ 1 - A copy of the Board of Supervisors minutes dated September 19, 2007 in
which the Board authorized the re-advertisement for the this evening’s public hearing.

2. Exhibit B-2 — A copy of a letter dated August 3, 2007 to the Chester County Planning

Commission enclosing the Act 247 Notice and the proposed Ordinance.

Exhibit B-3 — A copy of the Act 247 Notice.

4. Exhibit B-4 — A letter dated September 4, 2007 from the Chester County Planning
Commission to Township Manager Scott Piersol.

5. Exhibit B-5 — A copy of a letter dated October 1, 2007 by Stacey L. Fuller, Esq., to the
Chester County Law Library enclosing an attested copy of the proposed Ordinance and
Public Notice.

6. Exhibit B-6 — A copy of a letter dated October 1, 2007 by Christel Barton to the Daily

Local News enclosing the Public Notice of and the full text of the proposed Ordinance

and requested publication.

Exhibit B-7 — The Notice

Exhibit B-8 — Proof of Publication from the Daily Local News.

el

oo
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The proposed Ordinance has been available for public review since October 1, 2007 when it was
sent to the Chester County Law Library, the Daily Local News and the Township Building.

Solicitor Fuller explained that this process started approximately eighteen months ago. The
Historic Commission felt that Article XII pertaining to Historic Resource Protection Standards
lacked any enforceability provisions for demolition of Class I or IT Historic Resources, or the
ability to deal with demolition by neglect.

Chairman Fischer asked if there were any public comments on the proposed ordinance. Mr. Bill
Steimer stated that he has lived in the Township for forty-five years and he has concerns about
the enforcement and penalties section of the ordinance. He asked what gives the Township the
right to tell him what to do with his house. He stated that demolition by neglect or hazardous
conditions in a building are addressed in the International Building Code.

Mr. Dennis Whitely said that he was involved when a portion of Guthriesville was nominated for
the National Historic Register. He said there is a lot of interest from the Township in restoring
historic buildings but what they failed to realize is that traffic in the Village is unbearable, the
truck noise is overwhelming and it is very expensive to maintain historic houses. He also said
that some of the homes in the Village should be demolished. He thinks a good use for some of
the old buildings would be to take them down and use the materials as a fagade for other
buildings, such as the proposed Wawa. Chairman Fischer said that the Township had asked
Wawa to consider a historic looking fagade for their store during the land development process
and they refused. He went on to say that the Township 1s working on a master plan for the
Village of Guthriesville and have spent several meetings on that issue. Chairman Fischer
encouraged Mr. Whitely to attend the Ordinance Task Force meetings and become involved in
that process.

Mr. Steimer stated that the section he has a problems with is Section 399-71b. — Violations
Enforcement and Penalties. Chairman Fischer said that without that Section the Ordinance was
useless. Mr. Steimer said again that the Township should not be regulating what he can do with
his home.

Mr. Philip Mangiovillano said that he has been a resident of the Township for seven years and
has a historic house. He is concerned that the wording in the Ordinance might affect him
directly. He said that he has an old bam ruins on the site. He is concerned that might be
considered demolition by neglect. Mr. John Black, Chairman of the Township’s Historic
Commission stated that ruins on a property would not be considered Class I or Class I Historic
Structures.

Chairman Fischer explained that this ordinance is being enacted for persons who are unwilling to
maintain their homes or buildings and were creating a dangerous situation. There are programs
available for property owners who need help maintaining their historic buildings and simply
don’t have the funds to do so. The buildings the Township is most concerned about are buildings
that have been abandoned by their owners and been allowed to deteriorate to the point where
they are falling down.






